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Campus News
From the recent decision on High School uniforms 
to the newly launched Lighthouse Project, the news 
included in this issue touches on almost all parts of 
the TASIS community.

New Experiences
Academic Travel takes our Middle School and High 
School students out of their comfort zones for a 
week each semester. From city breaks to mountain 
hikes, our students learn about new places, but also 
about themselves.

Teach to Each
Our talented TASIS faculty utilize their skills to teach 
their colleagues in our new in-house professional 
development program. 

Ski Week
Perhaps the most beloved TASIS tradition: a week 
on the slopes! A meter of snow fell on Switzerland 
just before Ski Week, which made for powder-
filled days and fun-filled nights.

January brought the coldest temperatures 

and the most snow TASIS has seen in a 

number of years. Over 20 inches of snow 

fell between January 28 and January 30, 

turning the campus into a beautiful, yet 

somewhat slippery place. See page 30 for 

photos from our extended Snow Day.

And talking of photographs, we are 

delighted that you are enjoying the photos 

of activities around campus. It seems that 

eTASIS Today has settled firmly into the 

family of TASIS publications.

All photos included in this e-magazine 

(along with hundreds of others!) are 

available for purchase via SmugMug. We 

hope that by flipping through the pages 

of this Winter 2012 issue, you’ll imagine 

yourself back in De Nobili eating lunch, 

or working in the darkroom of Coach 

House, or flying down the slopes during 

Ski Week. Enjoy this issue, and if you have 

any comments or questions please email 

Yvonne Procyk: yvonne.procyk@tasis.ch.

Cover photo: High School students at Ski Week in 
Crans Montana 
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Hoops Success
The TASIS Boys and Girls Varsity and Junior 
Varsity  basketball teams are riding high after very 
successful seasons. 

Visual Arts Unite
Soon the TASIS Visual Arts department will all be 
under one roof. It is goodbye to the Coach House, 
but hello to the new Ferit Şahenk Arts Center set to 
open in September 2012.

International Week
It was another amazing International Week 
celebrating country and community. This is also 
one of the most colorful weeks of the year as 
students and faculty break out their national dress 
and costumes.

Dancing the Night Away
TASIS reunions are not to be missed, and the Los 
Angeles reunion was a first-class event. 
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campus news

Faculty News
Congratulations to Charlotte Zanecchia, 
who recently completed her M.A. in 
Applied Educational Leadership from 
the University of London. Charlotte’s 
thesis, entitled “The Role of Emotion and 
Dysphoric Tension in Language Learning: 
A Case Study at The American School 
in Switzerland,” makes for fascinating 
reading for those involved in language 
learning and child psychology. TASIS 
Summer Grants helped fund her degree. 

They Do-Run-Run
On March 17, five TASIS faculty members will be running 
through the streets of Rome, Italy on their own “Academic Travel” 
trip called the Rome Marathon. The course has been described 
as one of the world’s most charming and historic, with over 500 
landmarks enriching the 26.2 miles.

Our current faculty boasts a hard-core group of long-distance 
runners who thrive on competitions like this one. The following 
faculty members will be running in Rome: Daniel Schiff, 
Arrington McCoy, Jen Blum, Tom Bendel, and Josh Keith. Greg 
Birk and Tom Lill are registered for the race, but due to injuries 
and training difficulties will not take part. A number of additional 
faculty will be along to support the TASIS team. On March 11, 
faculty members: Kerry Vogelgesang, Alice Keen, Kaycee Shingler, 
and Emily Abell will be running the Veneto Banca Lago Maggiore 
Half Marathon (13.2 miles). 

And if that is not enough, ES Art Teacher Jodi Frazier returns to
the States soon after filling a TASIS maternity leave position to 
run the Pittsburgh Marathon on May 7. In the fall, Jodi returns 
to teach in Los Angeles, where she coaches cross-country and 
marathon running as part of Students Run LA (SRLA), a club to 
encourage 11-17 year olds to take up long-distance running.

After many years of discussion and planning, TASIS has 
made the decision to require uniforms for all of our students, 
including those in the High School. After accepting bids 
and ideas from a number of vendors, two were chosen as 
finalists. Each gave a presentation to a standing-room-only 
audience in the Palmer Center, and in the end the students 

and faculty voted for uniforms designed and produced by 
Lavinia Romani ’90. Lavinia has been providing the Pre-K-
6th Grade uniforms since the Elementary School began, and 
she worked with MJ Breton on the design for our Middle 
School uniforms. More information, including ordering and 
sizing, will be available soon.

A Uniform Decision

Headmaster Michael Ulku-Steiner, HS Academic Dean John 
Nelson, and ES Head Nyman Brooks returned in early February 
from a successful recruiting trip for 2012-2013 staff. Turnover 
is very low for the upcoming school year, but every year a 
few positions need to be filled, and recruiting fairs allow our 
administration to meet candidates from around the world. TASIS 
usually attends recruiting fairs in London, Boston, and Cedar 
Falls, Iowa looking for talented and qualified teachers to join our 
community. Faculty openings and the online application can be 
found here: TASIS Employment.

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1364
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Creating Community

1. Zach Mulert (BrainPop)
2. Charlotte Zanecchia (GrammarSnap)
3. Kim Nelson (Lynda.com)
4. David Wade (Google Teacher Certification Workshop)
5. Kim Nelson (Class Photography Portfolio using Squarespace)
6. Kerry Vogelgesang (TI Nspires: use of TI Nspire CX CAS calculators)
7. Susan Baker-Alonso (Universal Design For Learning: Accessing The General 

Curriculum Through Technology using iPads and Live Smart Pens)
8. James Lemmon (Library Without Walls! using Kindles)
9. Sarah Boughey & Julia Wilkins (Mission: Team Third Grade iPad)
10. Jo Prince (TELL ME: TASIS English Language Learners Mobile Education)

campus news

From late November 2011 to late January 2012, TASIS embarked on its first technology
pilot program, The Lighthouse Project, with support from the TASIS Foundation Board.
The purpose of The Lighthouse Project is to provide TASIS teachers of any subject or 
grade level with funding to explore the use of technology to improve teaching and 
learning. This will also give TASIS evidence-based guidance on choosing technologies 
that are worthy of further investment.

The Lighthouse Project received 15 submissions: four projects that could be used across 
all divisions, three projects for the High School, three projects for the Middle School, and 
four projects for the Elementary School. An eight-person team consisting of administrators 
(Michael Ulku-Steiner, John Nelson, James Lemmon, Nyman Brooks), teachers (Kerry 
Vogelgesang, Emily Abell, Tim Venchus) and our IT Director (Fulvio Galli) discussed and 
decided upon 10 projects to fund at a total of CHF 48,700.

The Lighthouse Project

Gaby Sforza ’07 has been 
singing at TASIS for 
many years now. After 
taking some time off to 
earn his degree, Gaby is 
back at TASIS working 
as an intern. He is still 
writing and singing songs, and he took 
the time to record a song for us.

TASIS faculty member Carolyn 
Heard had a meaningful chat with a 
woman from El Salvador. Through 
this connection, Carolyn was able to 
help this woman’s village with the gift 
of bicycles.

So many of the stories we know are 
about love, and the first flush of love 
always makes people smile. Listen 
to the story of how Sabrina Putnam 
(Dorm Parent and Advisor) met Todd 
Matthew (English Department Chair).

Some students play soccer, others sing 
in a choir. But when Yulia Gusarova 
’12 attended school in Moscow, she 
did something extraordinary – she 
joined a circus!

Click on the title to listen to an mp3 audio file.

Gaby Sforza

A Story of Giving

How we met

In the Circus

New SmugMug Gallery
Almost every photo in this issue 
will be in its own gallery on the 
SmugMug. Elementary photos still 
must be accessed using a password. 
Passwords can be requested from the 
TASIS Elementary School Office. 

Click above for quick access to 
all the photos in this issue of
 eTASIS Today Winter 2012.

TASIS

The following is a list of the submissions the Lighthouse Project Team supports 
for funding approval by the TASIS Foundation Board. (Download a more complete 
description here: The Lighthouse Project.)

2012 Chosen Projects

http://www.brainpop.com
http://www.hmheducation.com/writesource2/index.php
http://www.lynda.com
http://www.google.com/educators/gta.html
http://www.squarespace.com/
http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media/index.cfm?obj=7509
http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media/index.cfm?obj=7527
http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media/index.cfm?obj=7528
http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media/index.cfm?obj=7526
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/eTASIS-Today-Winter-Issue/21821578_cQF8wk#!i=1739940167&k=Gz86br6
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=233
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Model UN Travels to The Hague

campus news

The annual Hague International Model United Nations, or 
MUN, is a once-in-a-lifetime experience that the group as a 
whole will cherish forever. Our small group of a dozen students 
created, edited, and debated resolutions as though we were real 
delegates. All attendees were divided into committees and given 
issues to debate, such as the recent Syrian conflict, diminishing 
fish livestock, and the responsibility of states for internationally 
wrongful acts. 

Over 3000 students attended the conference from high schools all 
over the world, each representing a different nation or NGO. The 
first two days of the MUN conference were dedicated to lobbying 
and merging resolutions, then the following two days we debated 
each resolution. On Friday, all the delegates were more relaxed as 
it was the last day of the conference. This day brought out some 
hilarious moments, such as when the Monaco delegate proposed 
to the head chair to marry him in front of 3000 people in the 
general assembly.

Some of my favorite memories were befriending people from 
Monaco, Belgium, the United States, and Spain and acting as a 
main submitter of a resolution. This was an excellent opportunity 
for us to learn how the UN works, and the difficulties that our 
world leaders face each day. (Written by Alexis de Bruin ’12

...my favorite memories 
included making friends 

with people from 
Monaco, Belgium, the 

US and Spain.
                — Alexis de Bruin ’12  

“

Editor’s note: Alexis de Bruin 
is the son of TASIS Graduate 

Alexander de Bruin ’87.
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NASA Engineer Explains What’s Up

Bruce McNamer Makes an Impression on Seniors

Last spring, TASIS Physics 
teacher Matthew Walker met 
NASA Engineer Ken Wagner 
in Washington, DC. Mr. 
Wagner treated Matthew to 
a visit to the Goddard Space 
Flight Center, and Matthew 
extended an invitation to speak 
at TASIS should Mr. Wagner be 
in Europe. On January 15, Mr. 
Wagner accepted this offer, and 
treated our students and faculty 
to an excellent lecture entitled 

“What is an Engineer?”. He 
discussed his work on the new 
James-Webb Space Telescope, 

campus news

Bruce McNamer, the CEO of Technoserve, a nonprofit 
organization aimed at helping entrepreneurs in developing 
countries start businesses, joined us in February for an exciting 
day. TASIS students received a glimpse inside the multi-faceted 
purpose of this company and its determination to create income 
and economic growth for rising entrepreneurs and their countries. 
He started out by joining the WISER, Kiva, and E-Club in a 
question-and-answer discussion where he learned about our 
service learning groups and initiatives and shared a bit about his 
work. First, he told us about aiding coffee farmers to connect 
with the growing demand in the west for quality coffee. Then, we 
explained E-Club’s garden project and WISER’s goal to fund one 
student’s high school education.

Later, Mr. McNamer gave a presentation to the senior class, 
explaining how he got where he is and what Technoserve has 
achieved. He compared Technoserve to the analogy about 
teaching a man to fish rather than just handing him a fish: 
essentially, helping others help themselves. Finally, a more 
intimate group gathered at Casa Fleming for cake, tea, and 
further questions for the man of the hour. He addressed 
specifics such as where exactly Technoserve had offices and how 
they deal with governmental obstacles and funding for their 
projects. It is safe to say that Mr. McNamer’s visit was well-
received and shed light on an extremely important concept: we 
can always help others. (Written by Blair Darrell ’12)

scheduled to replace the Hubble Telescope in 2018, and a bit about 
the history of the US space program and what the future holds. 
Mr. Wagner also visited physics classes, where students could ask 
further questions. It was an inspiring visit for all who attended.

Pillars of Creation  
Photo by Jeff Hester and Paul Scowen

Ken Wagner is a computer engineer 
who has worked for NASA for 22 
years. He has designed a repair 
tool used by astronauts on the 
International Space Station. The 
image to the left is one of his 
favorite images taken by the 
Hubble Telescope.

Click here for more information about the 2012 Senior Humanities Program.

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1040
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campus news

TASIS Summer Programs Filling Up Fast!

Study French and English at Château-d’Oex (ages 11 - 17)

TASIS Soccer Academy in Veronello, Italy (ages 11 - 14)

Study English, French, or Italian in Lugano (ages 4+ - 18)

The CDE, MSP, and TSP programs in Lugano promise limitless 
summer fun coupled with intensive language instruction in English, 
Italian, or French. Outside of the classroom, students are immersed 
in summer activities, sports, and travel to key cities and locales 
around Europe. Children can participate in a wide array of sports, 
from sailing to climbing, and activities range from Musical Theater 
to AC Milan Soccer. Our students learn and live in safe, comfortable 
accommodation placed in stunning locations, and are inspired and 
enriched by their surroundings.

The CDMSP and TSLP programs in Château-d’Oex are set 
among quaint chalets in the Swiss Alps. Along with learning 
French or English, students take day trips to the nearby cities 
of Lausanne, Geneva, Lucerne, and Bern and participate in 
activities located in nearby mountains and rivers. Children 
choose a variety of sports and activities, from Outdoor Adventure 
to Arts & Crafts. Optional trips to Côte d’Azur, Lugano, and 
La Videmanette are offered, and a 5th week in Paris for older 
French students is a popular choice.

Summer 2012 marks the 
first year of the TASIS Soccer 
Academy, located a stone’s 
throw from Lake Garda in 
Italy. Open to students aged 
11-14, this unique program 
combines language-learning 
(Italian or English) with 
focused soccer training with coaches from world-renowned team 
AC Milan. Along with daily training sessions, students will visit 
the nearby cities of Verona and Venice and spend time in the 
nearby Italian Alps and, of course, at Lake Garda. 

Acronym Program Location/Ages

CDE Château Des Enfants Lugano (4+-10)

MSP Middle School Program Lugano (11-13)

TSP TASIS Summer Program Lugano (14-18)

CDMSP Château-d’Oex Middle 
School Program

Château-d’Oex (11-13)

TSLP TASIS Summer 
Language Program

Château-d’Oex (14-17)

TSA TASIS Soccer Academy Veronello, Italy (11-14)

Quick Guide to TASIS Summer Programs

TA S I S  S u m m e r 
P r o g r a m  I n f o r m a t i o n

http://summer.tasis.com/
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A Very Busy TASIS Parent Association!

campus news

Thanks for Keeping Us Safe!
For students and faculty who live, study, or work around Hadsall, 
our crossing guards are a welcome safety feature. Traffic along 
the Collina d’Oro has increased significantly throughout the 
past few years, and keeping everyone safe is a top priority. To 
help ease traffic congestion, TASIS offers a shuttle service for 
students in all grade levels. This year, 176 students are regularly 
using the TASIS shuttle service. For information about this 
service please contact shuttle@tasis.ch.

TASIS is fortunate to have an active and generous group of parents 
working alongside the School to enhance the TASIS experience 
for our students. Since 2008, the TASIS Parent Association has 
spearheaded campaigns such as purchasing classroom computers 
and technology, refurbishing the De Nobili faculty lounge, and 
installing playground equipment for the ES. Annual TPA events 
include faculty appreciation breakfasts and dinners, the ES Fall 
Festival, and numerous bake and merchandise sales. All money 
raised through these events and activities is directly invested in 
various TASIS projects.

Just last month, Katherine Weeda (TASIS parent and TPA 
member) and the TPA funded the remodeling of the Hadsall 
cantina. The TPA was also involved in this project which included 
new window treatments, the purchase of new table coverings, a 
new buffet, lighting, and new paint job.

Upcoming Events: This year, the TPA Gala promises a wonderful 
evening of delicious food, entertainment, and dancing at the 
exclusive Grand Hotel Eden in Lugano-Paradiso. Mark your 
calendars for Saturday, May 5. Contact tpa@tasis.ch for more 
information. A silent and live auction will also be part of the Gala.

A Very Special Collection
European History teacher 
Brody Fredericksen 
thought of a clever way 
to help him remember 
where his students come 
from. He asked them 
to give him a keychain 
from their country, and 
began adding these to 
his lanyard. However, he 
now has 36 keychains - 
which makes it a bit too 
heavy to keep with him 
every day.

Sharon Sigg - President  ssigg62@aol.com
Gioia Bonomi - ES Head of Section  gioia@bonomi.com
Kim De Morgan - MS Head of Section  kdemorgan@mac.com
Katherine Weeda - Treasurer  katherineweeda@gmail.com
Erika O’Connor - Secretary  erika.bellevista@gmail.com
Renee Bellon - Room Parent Coordinator  renee.bellon@gmail.com
Oksana Novak - Russian Language liaison  andn@bk.ru
Hanne Hanson -  Campus Life  hannewh@hotmail.com
Cordula Parini -  Community Life  cparini2000@yahoo.com
Serena Pagliai -  Italian Language Liaison  serena.pagliai@mac.com

TASIS Parent Association Board 2012
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campus news

TASIS Doesn’t Need Twitter.
                We have the Pony Express! 

E S  P o n y  E x p r e s s  G a l l e r y

From April 3, 1860 until October of 1861 the Pony Express was 
considered the fastest way to get mail across the Great Plains in 
the US. To learn more about this time in history, our 2nd Graders 
organized their own Pony Express on November 17. Students 
brought or made ‘horses’ 
and had to organize 
riders, routes, and times. 
The riders carried very 
important letters for 
our administration. Mr. 
Brooks’ was successfully 
delivered, but when Mr. 
Ulku-Steiner wasn’t in 
his office, the rider had 
to think on his feet…
and ensured the letter 
was delivered delivered 
across the hall to Mr. 
Nelson, who promised 
to pass it along.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesES
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Read All About It!

campus news

International Week Photo Essays

Click on the link above to enjoy the Elementary 
School TASIS Times, a combination of artwork, 
fiction, journalism, and photography by our very 
talented ES students.

New Visual Arts Online Portfolios

International Week is an exciting time on campus, and beginning 
photography students in Ms. Fibbioli’s class spent the week creating 
a two-page photo essay for her class. To introduce the assignment, 
students learned about the riveting photo essays in Life magazine, 
where renowned photographers such as W. Eugene Smith and 
Alfred Eisenstadt told vivid and poignant stories with their images. 
The students also learned a bit about the basics of creating a layout 
and the design elements which make a photo essay work. Click 
on the graphic below to see a selection of the photo essays by our 
beginning photography students.

The online flipbooks above give a glimpse of the talents and 
work produced by our visual artists on campus. One of The 
Lighthouse Project grants is funding the purchase of new 
and improved online portfolio gallery space. In the next few 
months, our visual art students will be working with their 
instructors, selecting their best work to showcase.

Although we will continue producing the flipbook galleries, 
this new online gallery space will allow teachers and students 
the freedom to showcase more work and update frequently. 
With the Visual Arts department moving into its new home 
this coming fall, all of our departments will be under one 
roof, and working cooperatively on this project will become 
even easier. Each visual arts faculty member will also be 
given space in the online gallery to show his or her past and 
present projects. 

The Spring Arts Festival will again showcase the work of all 
TASIS students (Pre-K-PG). This year’s Arts Festival will take 
place from May 8-13. Mark your calendars!

2010 Edition

New 2012 Edition

http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/tasis_art_2010?mode=window&backgroundColor=%23222222
http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/visual_arts_gallery_2012?mode=window&backgroundColor=%23222222
http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/international_week_photo_essays?mode=window&backgroundColor=%23222222
http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/es_tasis_times?mode=window&backgroundColor=%23222222
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Seeing Europe
Academic and Weekend Travel set TASIS apart

2011 Fall Academic Travel Destinations 2012 Spring Academic Travel Destinations

Ancient and Medieval History, Greece - 9th Grade
Ancient and Medieval History, Andalusia - EAL 3/4
Outward Bound, Germany - 10th Grade Leadership
French Homestay, Paris - French classes
Spanish Homestay, Salamanca - Spanish classes
Italian Homestay, Palermo/Trapani, Sicily - Italian classes
European History, Paris - AP/IB European History classes
IB Art/Drawing/Architecture, Toulouse - Art classes
Art History, Istanbul - AP Art History classes
Modern History, Poland - Modern European History classes
University Visits, Edinburgh/London - 11th Grade 
Habitat for Humanity, Portugal - Service Learning 
Embracing Romania - Service Learning
Theory of Knowledge, Berlin - TOK II classes
US History, Normandy - US History classes
Theater/UK Literature, London - Theater and Brit Lit classes
Verona, Italy - 6th Grade 
Amalfi Coast - 7th Grade 
Valencia, Spain - 8th Grade
 

Basel, Switzerland - 12th Grade
Swiss Adventures, Switzerland - 9th Grade
IB Biology, Switzerland - IB Biology
Photography, Venice - Beginning/Advanced Photo classes
IB Art History, Rome - IB Art History classes
AC Milan Soccer, Verona - Varsity Boys/Girls Soccer Teams
European History, Florence - AP/IB European History classes
Digital Service Learning, Venice - Service Learning
Global Issues, Geneva - Service Learning
Cinque Terre, Italy - 10th Grade
Bologna, Italy - 10th Grade 
Lyon, France - French Classes
Munich, Germany - 12th grade 
Theory of Knowledge, Berlin - TOK II classes
Salzburg, Austria - Music Students
IB Physics, Bern - IB Physics classes
Nice, France - 7th/8th Grade 
Zurich, Switzerland - 6th Grade 

TA S I S  A c a d e m i c 
T r a v e l  G a l l e r i e s

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Fall-Academic-Travel-2011/20346425_Kw6vx7#!i=1609504998&k=mBWHHfB
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TA S I S  A c a d e m i c 
T r a v e l  G a l l e r i e s

A Feast for the Senses - Basel, Switzerland 

My experience at Blindkuh in Basel over Academic Travel was phenomenal. For those 
unfamiliar with Blindkuh, it is a restaurant where you eat in the dark and your server is 
blind. Even those unafraid of the dark are challenged.

We had pre-ordered our menu with merely the option of a vegetarian or meat dish. We 
had no idea what the food would be or what the night had in store, which added to the 
excitement. When we arrived, we were asked to take off all watches or luminous devices. 
We were arranged in two single-file lines and we had to hold the shoulders of the person 

in front of us. Our waitress, Ruth, then joined us. Our 
group was giggly and anxious, but when Ruth spoke, 
everyone was silent. She explained in her calm, soothing 
voice the guidelines and expectations of the night ahead. 

Walking through the dark hallway and into a pitch-black 
room added a strange dimension to my expectations 
of the night. We walked slowly, never letting go of 
the shoulders in front of us. When we sat down, we 
all giggled again; it was awkward and uncomfortable 

getting used to the darkness and not relying on our sight.  

Naturally, throughout dinner we all became more aware of our other senses. The food tasted 
extraordinary; my Caesar salad and veal with mashed potato and steamed vegetables was 
unlike any I’d ever tasted. I ate slowly, not knowing if I had managed to get any food on my 
fork. We all laughed 
and talked a lot, and 
our group really 
bonded during this 
experience.

Perhaps the most 
important thing I’ve 
taken from this is 
the knowledge that 
sight is a privilege. I 
admire and respect 
anyone who is facing 
life with partial or 
full blindness. My 
experience at this 
restaurant was life-changing and I’d love to take the challenge of eating there again. 
                                    (Written by Josibel Garcia Valles ’12)

I ate slowly, not 
knowing if I 
had managed 
to get any food 
on my fork.”

“

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Fall-Academic-Travel-2011/20346425_Kw6vx7#!i=1609504998&k=mBWHHfB
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Teach to Each
“I was so impressed with my 
colleagues. The skills and knowledge 
within our faculty is impressive and 
what a great way to share different 
techiques and teaching tips with 
one another.”
       -TASIS HS Faculty member 

Teachers teaching each other

Teach to Each Gallery

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Teach-to-Each/21749277_4pwMzh#!i=1733850454&k=WScsxhB
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TASIS held its first in-house professional development conference on November 23. The idea for 
the conference grew out of faculty requests and administrative planning in August that sought 
to maximize the time and resources available for professional development, and to draw on the 
talents and expertise that exist within the faculty.  A central theme of “Teach to Each” was chosen 
as the professional development focus for the year, and this effort has been interwoven with the 
curriculum mapping project that began last spring. The November conference was the first school-
wide event in this program.

The workshop sessions at the November conference covered a broad range of topics and saw 
presenters from all three school divisions. Some workshops focused on pedagogical techniques (the 
Harkness discussion method or using classroom blogs) and others were oriented towards content 
resources and their use (Discovery Education or Google Documents). All of these workshops were 
led by current TASIS faculty.

The faculty response to this in-house professional development conference was overwhelmingly 
positive. Because of that response, TASIS will hold a second professional development conference 
on March 28. In addition to workshops led by TASIS faculty, there will also be workshops lead by 
Richard Byne, an educator who specializes in instructional technology.

Teach to Each Gallery

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Teach-to-Each/21749277_4pwMzh#!i=1733850454&k=WScsxhB
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E S  S c i e n c e  G a l l e r y

Dropping Eggs

Fifth Graders Enjoy Lab Work
ES Science teacher Bernie Le Claire uses hands-on experiments to excite his students 
about the natural world. In November, his Grade 5 students got to visit the High 
School labs to investigate the properties of chemical change. They combined 
substances and observed the remaining components and recorded any changes. Our 
excited junior scientists discussed these reactions, confirming that the changes were 
both physical and chemical.

In January, our 5th Graders were in the High 
School labs again, this time to learn about 
microscopes. Mr. Le Claire explained the basic 
parts of the instrument and explained what 
students should see through the eyepiece. Student 
pairs were given a wet mount slide with an onion 
skin to observe, and they were fascinated by their 
investigations of the onion’s cell structure.

Each year the 9th Grade Introductory Physics class 
learns about momentum, impulse, and impact force by 
participating in an Egg Drop contest. Student groups 
use various materials to try and protect their egg from a 
4-meter fall. This year’s students were limited to toothpicks 
and hot glue, and their projects could not exceed 60g. 
Three eggs (out of 11) made it safely to earth! As an added 
challenge, 1st place bonus points and gelato were awarded 
to the group with the lowest mass ratio between the 
structure itself and then the structure including the egg.

Science Class 
Good Times

Don’t forget to check 
out the TASIS SmugMug 

Galleries for more photos!

W i n t e r  2 0 1 2  
e TA S I S  T o d a y 

G a l l e r y

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesES
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/eTASIS-Today-Winter-Issue/21821578_cQF8wk#!i=1739940167&k=Gz86br6
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During the months of February and March, our 4th Graders are 
studying the human body. While learning the parts of the respiratory 
system, the students built a model of 
the system. The model started with a 
set of lungs; one was a cross-section, 
the other inflatable by blowing into a 
(straw) trachea. Then students added 
parts to the cross-section, from the 
bronchi down to the capillaries. 
What a fun way to remember the 
respiratory system!

Making Lung Models

Spring Planting
TASIS Garden Coordinator Arrington McCoy visited a 3rd Grade 
classroom along with her HS E-Club students to talk about winter 
and summer vegetables and to get a few plants started for eventual 
transplanting in the garden. The older students then helped the third 
graders plant broccoli.

Science Class 
Good Times
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TASIS Middle School Goes Skiing

The weather was warm, sunny, and spring-like, making for a 
beautiful drive through the Alps to the village of La Tzoumaz 
and the Les Elfes chalet. The powder made for perfect 
conditions for snowsports and picture-postcard views of 
chalets and the beautiful Alps. Every day, the students were 
on the slopes by 9:00, where they spent the day improving 
their skiing and snowboarding techniques with Les Elfes 
instructors and TASIS chaperones. Everyone returned to the 
chalet at 16:00 to a snack of fresh bread, nutella, and hot 
tea. Evening activities and games followed, including a fierce 
Wii competition, a stroll through the village, a Pictionary 
competition, La Fureur, Elves vs. Wolves, a disco night, prizes 
from the ski/snowboard instructors, and a special slide show 

of photographs taken throughout the week. During their free 
time, the children showed off their dancing skills with the 
Wii game “Just Dance,” played pool and fussball, read books, 
and listened to music. The students also had the opportunity 
to experience the local cuisine with a special cheese fondue 
night and an outdoor BBQ lunch on the mountain. They 
spent a day discovering the village of Verbier and spent the 
final day participating in a special ski race. The week was a 
great bonding experience for the Middle School students 
and faculty. New friendships were made, as we welcomed 
five new students. The Middle School faculty commended 
all the Middle School students on their positive attitude and 
exemplary behavior.

“Ski Week was awesome.”

M S  S k i  W e e k  G a l l e r y

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Middle-School-Ski-Week-at-La/21167863_hVNnnv#!i=1684364545&k=4tkn7s2
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M S  S k i  W e e k  G a l l e r y

MS Spends Thanksgiving in Zermatt

Middle School students and faculty took advantage of early 
snow and a long weekend to hit the slopes in Zermatt. Good 
weather and warm temperatures made for a great start to the 
winter ski season.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Middle-School-Ski-Week-at-La/21167863_hVNnnv#!i=1684364545&k=4tkn7s2
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Middle School Can’t Stop Skiing!

Middle School Ski Club  
2012 Schedule

Splügen January 22
Savognin January 29
Beckenried February 5
Lenzerheide February 12

All resorts are in Switzerland and 
within a couple of hours of campus.

This year marked the first of what will be an annual MS Ski Club. Many of our 
Middle Schoolers are keen skiers and snowboarders, so our MS team tried out a 
new activity to get our kids out on the slopes, in cooperation with Ski Club Lugano.

Twenty-five MS kids and five faculty members joined 90 local children from 
Lugano on day trips to various resorts. Every outing included lessons with 

qualified professionals - four levels for both 
snowboarders and skiers. Both boarding and 
day students joined the group, which cost CHF 
350 for four days on the hill and lessons. “The 
kids loved it,” says MJ Breton, MS Dean of 
Student Affairs. “Our TASIS families want to 
do more outings next year. This is a great way 

for our TASIS students to get to know local children, and to forge friendships with 
one another. We may even have TASIS ski jackets made!”

M S  S k i  C l u b  G a l l e r y

The kids loved it. 
Our TASIS families 
want to do more 
outings next year.”
     - MJ Breton      

“

http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media/index.cfm?g=375
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Middle School Skiers Go for Gold!

Pos. Name 1st Run 2nd Run Total Diff. from 
1st place

6 Fabrizio
Zanon di Valgiurata

59.30 1:01.39 2:00.69 6.22

19 Frederico Frascari 1:05.01 1:04.63 2:09.64 15.17

37 Riccardo Sprenger 1:10.91 1:07.48 2:18.39 23.92

40 TASIS Student 1:11.99 1:11.28 2:23.27 28.80

60 Willi Pongelli 1:23.19 1:25.58 2:48.77 54.30

On February 10, five Middle School boys made a bit of 
TASIS history by being the first TASIS students to ski in the 
SGIS Category C Slalom Race. The race was held in Saanen 
Egli, Switzerland. Coach Tom Lill was extremely proud of his 
skiers and honored them during a MS Assembly.
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Crans Montana occupies what is claimed to be the sunniest plateau 
in the Alps, situated on a south-facing slope high above the Rhône 
valley. In early December, most of the Alps were still waiting for snow. 
TASIS teachers and students crossed their fingers, hoping that snow 
would fall over the holidays in time for Ski Week. And they were 
in luck! Over a meter of snow fell throughout the Alps, making for 
some of the best Ski Week powder conditions for many years. Some 
activities, such as tubing and sledding, had to be cancelled due to too 
much snow!

Grade-level events included fondue dinners, movie nights out, 
snowshoe hikes and bowling, and all-school events included an 
exciting Snow Olympics and a Casino Night.

Lots of Snow in Crans Montana

H S  S k i  W e e k  G a l l e r y

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/HS-Ski-Week-Crans-Montana/21109114_zwG6zq#!i=1679089280&k=JQqcCK6
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During Ski Week, the college counselors took the 
juniors to Les Roches International School of Hotel 
Management for a fondue dinner, a presentation and 
then cooking lessons! Regional Admissions Director 
for Les Roches, Alex von Arx, made a presentation 
entitled “A World of Opportunities” and talked 
about hotel management and hospitality schools. He 
also arranged a hands-on exercise for the students to 
cook with the chefs on the Les Roches faculty. The 
TASIS students were taught how to prepare chicken 
dumplings and sushi.

Our Own Iron Chefs!
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The Palmer Center 
A hub for creativity and learning

Sometimes things come into our lives that we never 
realized we needed…and one of these things is the 
Palmer Cultural Center. In under two years, this 
building has quickly become the campus hub, hosting 
assorted events each day for all three divisions: meetings, 
film screenings, assemblies, art exhibitions, essay 
workshops, drama classes, plays, presentations, and 

even parties. It is difficult to imagine how we existed 
without this beautiful building!

With the opening of The Ferit Şahenk Arts Center 
scheduled for the fall, this area of campus will become a 
hive of creative activity, serving as a welcomed cultural 
and artistic hub for our community.
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Basketball Teams Win!

G i r l s  J V 
B a s k e t b a l l  G a l l e r y

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Girls-JV-Basketball-ZIS/21749747_dFV4wp#!i=1733886600&k=7HLM2wt
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TASIS have full Varsity and Junior Varisty Basketball teams, and all 
four teams had great seasons. Recaps on almost every game played can 
be accessed on each team’s page, but highlights include: first place for 
both Boys Varsity and Junior Varsity in the TASIS tournament; third 
place for Varsity Girls in the SGIS tournament; and decisive victories 
over visiting Lyceum Alpinum Zuoz. More tournaments await our 
talented players before the season ends! Individual game recaps can be 
found on the team pages on the TASIS website.

Basketball Teams Win!

B o y s / G i r l s 
B a s k e t b a l l  Z u o z

All TASIS Basketball teams have great seasons!

B o y s  B a s k e t b a l l 
T o u r n a m e n t  G a l l e r y

G i r l s  J V 
B a s k e t b a l l  G a l l e r y

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=298
http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media/index.cfm?g=377
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/TASIS-Boys-Basketball/21151869_nTsQkt#!i=1682935257&k=MjvqRXj
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Girls-JV-Basketball-ZIS/21749747_dFV4wp#!i=1733886600&k=7HLM2wt
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Visual Artists Unite!
The buildings on the TASIS campus boast a complex and 
fascinating history, intertwined with centuries of  curious 
inhabitants, from nobility and government leaders to 
winemakers and farmers. And, of  course, students from 
countries around the world.

As the TASIS Global Village continues to grow, the next 
building to open will be the new Ferit Şahenk Arts Center. This 
complex will provide welcome classroom and studio space for 
our creative courses, including Photography, Ceramics, Drawing 
& Painting, and Architecture & Design.

Coach House, in front of  
Hadsall, has been home for 
some portion of  the TASIS 
Fine Arts Department for 
over 30 years. The building 
was purchased along with 
Hadsall in 1961 – the second 
building to be acquired after 
De Nobili – and for the 
first 20 years it served as a 

reading lounge and dormitory. In the early 1980s, photography 
and art found a home in Coach House, and in 2000, the 
building was extended to add a ceramics studio and an up-to-
date photography lab. As Drawing & Painting courses shared 
the first floor of  Coach House, the area became the heart of  
creativity on campus.

As the Elementary School grew and additional property was 
purchased, Drawing & Painting relocated up the hill to Ca’ 
Gioia (near Belvedere), while the other Arts courses remained in 
Coach House. But this division will only remain for a few more 
months; come September, the Ferit Şahenk Arts Center will 
bring our creative students together again, in their new home.

While the move is exciting, it is also bittersweet. Thirty years of  
memories fill the top floor of  Coach House. Many who learned 
and studied photography within these walls are now working as 
professionals all over the world. 

I love coming into 
the photo lab. The 
room just feels 
good and away 
from the pressures 
of my academic 
subjects.”

“
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The Horst Dürrschmidt Gallery

In gratitude: Inspired 
by Master Arts Teacher 

Horst Dürrschmidt, TASIS 
alumnus Ferit Şahenk ’83 

has generously pledged 
CHF 3,000,000 to fund 

half of the building costs.

With the Ferit Şahenk Arts Center completed in September 2012, TASIS will gain magnificent new art classrooms for painting, 

photography, ceramics, and architecture, as well as much-needed space to display student artwork. This gallery space will be 

named for Horst Dürrschmidt, who taught art, photography, and ceramics at TASIS for 35 years, created and organized the 

Annual Arts Festival for over 30 years, and mounted hundreds of art exhibitions around campus. 

Join us in honoring a legendary TASIS teacher by donating to 
the Horst Dürrschmidt Gallery. When you contribute $20, $50, 
or $100+ dollars to the Dürrschmidt Gallery Fund, you will 
not only honor Horst, but you will be remembered on a plaque 
with all donors’ names at the entrance to the two floors of the 
Gallery. Please support this initiative to recognize an inspiring 
and beloved TASIS teacher. And please join us on May 11, 2013, 
for the Grand Opening of the Ferit Şahenk Arts Center and the 
Horst Dürrschmidt Gallery. 

Our goal is as much participation as possible, small or large, to 
honor Horst and to raise $50,000 to defray the costs of the 
Gallery. Contributions to the Dürrschmidt Gallery can be made 
by going online to www.tasisgiving.com and filling out the form.

Donations to the TASIS Foundation in the US or in Switzerland 
are tax decuctible to US taxpayers and to Swiss citizens and 
C-pemit holders. Please contact Yvonne Procyk  
yvonne.procyk@tasis.ch or +41 91 960 5300 with any questions.

Ferit Şahenk Arts Center
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“Through photography, Mr. Dürrschmidt taught me the 
importance of observing, prior to creating. This has influenced my 
entire career in design, as I learned to observe light, shadow, forms 
and depths, and to understand the meaning and history of the 
scene, prior to any creative action. This way of thinking also applies 
to management as it is imperative to understand the full ‘image’ 
before making any strategic decisions. Through his photography 
classes, Mr. Dürrschmidt taught us the invaluable essence of 
thinking, rather than just the techniques and chemistry.”
     - Ken Luis Tobe ’90 

“I had been interested in photography since childhood, but never 
thought I could take it to a professional level until I took classes 
with Mr. Dürrschmidt. He taught me everything.” 
     - Eda Aksoy ’06

“At graduation, Horst presented me with the photography award. 
I have used skills taught by Horst to have photographs published 
in various magazines. I now sit surrounded by photographs 
of children and sand dunes hanging on the walls, taken in 
Angola, Namibia, and Malawi while working in Africa. Taking 
photographs with Horst and living on the Collina d’Oro instilled 
into my life a genuine, deep-seated love for wandering off well-
traveled pathways and stalking images.” 
     - Tom Mullen ’81

“I am a Mr Dürrschmidt fan. He changed my life and enriched it in 
ways that I’d never have imagined.  He is the one who introduced 
me to Opera, which I enjoy immensely to this day. I am deeply 
grateful for the layers of color he has added to my life.”   
     - Vicky Hsu ’86

A selection of student comments about 
Horst Dürrschmidt:
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It snowed...a lot!

Yes, it’s Switzerland, but snow in Lugano rarely lasts for more than a couple of days – 
the palm trees don’t like it. But this year was different. Over 35 centimeters of snow 
fell in January and early February, giving campus a dreamlike feel. The snow fell, and 
the snowball fights began – and sliding on the icy pavements, and other (potentially 
hazardous!) joys. We called in the troops to ensure the steps and walkways were 
clear enough to navigate safely, though the dress code for shoes was relaxed for a few 
days. With February temperatures at record lows, the snow has stuck around, much 
to the delight of our students! The hill by the outdoor theater is the place to be for 
impromptu sledding opportunities, and laughter rings around campus as our students 
slide down the hill on trash bags again, again, and again.
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TASIS Snow Gallery

Swiss Weather Records...just for fun.

Highest recorded temperature:  
41.5 degrees Celsius, August 11, 2003, Grono (Graubünden)
Lowest recorded temperature:  

-41.8 degrees Celsius, January 12, 1987, La Brévine (Neuchâtel)
Wettest location:  
Säntis, (NE Switzerland), average annual rainfall 2,701mm
Most rainfall in one hour:  
91.2mm, August 28, 1997, Locarno-Monti (Ticino)
Most rainfall in one month:  
1,239mm, April 1986, Camedo (Ticino)
Most snow in one day:  
130cm, April 15, 1999, Berninapass
Most snow in three days: 
 229cm, February 13-15, 1990, Weissflühjoch

 
    

Yes, it’s Switzerland, but snow in Lugano rarely lasts for more than a couple of days – 
the palm trees don’t like it. But this year was different. Over 35 centimeters of snow 
fell in January and early February, giving campus a dreamlike feel. The snow fell, and 
the snowball fights began – and sliding on the icy pavements, and other (potentially 
hazardous!) joys. We called in the troops to ensure the steps and walkways were 
clear enough to navigate safely, though the dress code for shoes was relaxed for a few 
days. With February temperatures at record lows, the snow has stuck around, much 
to the delight of our students! The hill by the outdoor theater is the place to be for 
impromptu sledding opportunities, and laughter rings around campus as our students 
slide down the hill on trash bags again, again, and again.

(Source: MétéoSuisse)

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/A-Snowy-Weekend-in-January/21749667_6FptDM#!i=1733879845&k=VNd2HHD


World Cup Soccer
The World Cup is always a 
highlight of International Week. 
Pool play began on Monday, and 
by Wednesday’s final only Spain 
and Turkey had survived. Turkey 
ended up victorious, winning by 
one goal in a shoot-out!

Memorable moments included 
faculty member (and Japanese 
team member) Masa Yo’s goal 
against Germany with only one 
second left on the clock! 

Most Valuable Player and Top 
Scorer of the tournament Yu 
Kanamaru ’13. The Sportsmanship 
Award went to Carlos Dolz ’13.

International Week 2012 

Torch Award  
for Cross-Cultural Understanding
Pre-K Kerem Sario

K Milla De Bustis
1 Will Lazar
2 Rafaye Khan
3 Georgi Gergov
4 Skye Rourke
5 Filip Zabilski
6 Isabelle Straehauber
7 Iliyan Iliev
8 Luis Maggi
9 Alexey Kalinin

10 Pablo Garcia
11 Alejandro Roemer
12 Pia Wyler

Staff Wendy Kessel
Faculty Betta Hanson

M S / H S  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W e e k  
2 0 1 2  G a l l e y

E S  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W e e k 
2 0 1 2  G a l l e r y

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/International-Week-2012/21536998_tnL9Cz#!i=1717108219&k=6SBK9Hg
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesES


“...a week-long celebration of many countries and one community”

ES and MS International Breakfasts 

The International Food Fair

ES and MS parents helped to make a special Friday morning breakfast 
for their children. With sweet breads, pancakes, eggs, and more no 
one went back to class hungry. 

A night some fear and others cheer! As always, the International Food 
Fair night involved an incomprehensible amount of food. The Japanese 
table had sushi for hundreds. Romania outdid itself again with t-shirts 
and an amazing selection of Romanian nibbles. Faculty apartments 
were used for most of the cooking, so a big thanks to both students and 
faculty who made this night so amazing.
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The
 
ablesTClass gifts can be found throughout the campus.

Graduation Gift of 
the Class of 2010



All around campus, both indoors and out, students find nooks and crannies to 

relax, talk, study, watch DVDs, or play on their computers. One such place is the 

table in the Fleming Piazza, near the M. Crist Fleming Library. A gift from the 

Class of  2010, this is one of  the most popular places for students to hang out on 

a beautiful Ticinese day. Other tables, gifts from the Class of  2011 and the Class 

of  2000, are nestled under the trees in front of  the Palmer Cultural Center and 

Casetta, and are welcomed spots to congregate on sunny afternoons.

These tables are gifts from a graduating class decided by the class before 

graduation and given at the end of  the year to the school. Twelfth Grade Dean 

Kelly Merritt works with the seniors as they develop their list of  gift ideas. Gifts 

run the gamut from globes to these wonderful outdoor tables, and some classes 

continue to give many years after their departure.

For more information about giving to TASIS please follow this link to the School’s 

website (Support TASIS). Many giving opportunities exist - big and small. Questions 

about giving as an individual, a class, or a group of  familes–friends may  be 

directed to Yvonne Procyk: yvonne.procyk@tasis.ch.

Graduation Gift of 
the Class of 2011

Graduation Gift of 
the Class of 2000

Graduation Gift of 
the Class of 2004

In 2009, the Classes of  

1986 and 1987 joined to 

donate the cypress trees 

found in front of  the 

Palmer Cultural Center. 

This gift was presented in 

memory of  Mrs. Fleming. 

A plaque is attached to 

the building with the list 

of  donors.

Trees Given in Honor of Mrs. Fleming

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=8
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Upcoming Alumni Events and Reunions
Regional Reunion in Chicago
All Classes are welcome!
Wednesday - Friday, May 11-13, 2012
Theme: From Falafel to Swiss Fondue!
Venue: TBD
Contact Dawna Thompson, Class of ’79 for details:
mdmefeline@yahoo.com

Class of 1992 - 20-Year Reunion
Mar 26-28, 2012 - Somewhere in the United States
June 8-10, 2012 - Lugano, Switzerland
For more information about both events contact:
Sophie Desplaces - sophiedesplaces@gmail.com 

Class of 2002 - 10-Year Reunion
June 15-17, 2012 - Lugano, Switzerland
For more information about the event contact:
Armando Passuello - armandopassuello@hotmail.com
Richard Mitchell - richard_mitch@hotmail.com

Alpine Adventure 2012
August 10-18 or 20, 2012
This Jungfrau-Region hike is suitable for TASIS Alumni and 
Friends of all ages. By popular request following the success in 
2011, the same itinerary is being proposed for 2012.
Contact Peter Boynton ’69 for details and to sign up at:
peter51boynton@gmail.com, Tel: +1 831 656 0485

Class of 1987 - 25-Year Reunion 
Summer 2012 - Lugano, Switzerland
Contact one of the following people for more information:
Patricia Andreu - andreupatricia1@gmail.com
Kurt Abrate - kurt.abrate@eufintrade.ch
Susie (Reiber) Powell - susan.powell@prometric .com

PG ’61 Class Reunion
This reunion is being planned to belatedly celebrate the 
Class of 1961’s 50-Year Reunion. Please contact Mimi 
Trieschmann Nesbit at jtnesbit@att.net with your ideas, 
availability, and interest.

Join the growing TASIS Alumni 
network on Facebook!

Alumni Facebook shifts to a Page

Get in touch and stay in touch with our official 
TASIS Lugano Facebook Page! Make sure you 
“like” us, and you’ll be up-to-date with news, campus 
developments, and upcoming alumni reunions.

TASIS alumna Daniela Paoli ’02 
recently returned to Montagnola 
after a few days in Davos, where she 
was invited as a World Economic 
Forum "Global Shaper"- a person 
under thirty with exceptional 
promise in the field of international 
development. 

Daniela works to bring technology 
to Latin American municipalities 
and make governments more 
accessible and accountable. 

Daniela next to the Presidents of Panama, Peru, and Mexico.

 After the World Economic Forum - a TASIS visit!

mailto:peter51boynton%40gmail.com?subject=Peter%20Boynton
mailto:susan.powell%40prometric%20.com?subject=Susie%20Reiber
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Tasis-Lugano/293791163972734
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Past Alumni Events and Reunions

Chicago played host to the Class of ’86 from July 
22-24 for their 25th Reunion. The turnout was 
great for a weekend which included a trolley ride 
around the Windy City, a special dinner buffet, 
and a baseball game at Wrigley Field – which 
ended the weekend on a victorious note as the 
Cubs defeated the Astros 5-4! Many thanks to 
Maggie Hammad Boyle for organizing the events 
and making sure everything ran according to plan.

On November 19, the Cosmopolitan Club was the venue 
for the annual All-Class reunion in New York City. The 130 
in attendance included past faculty as well as alumni, and 
represented all decades of TASIS – from the 50s (including 
the very first year in Locarno) right through to the 2000s, 
with an especially big attendance from the class of 2007. 
Many attendees traveled to attend, including Gaby Sforza 
’07 and Masa Yo ’04, both of whom are working at TASIS 
but couldn’t resist flying over for the weekend to catch up 
with classmates in NYC. Thanks to everyone who came for 
making it a fun party! And for those that missed it … we 
hope to see you next time!

NYC wasn’t the only city hosting a 
TASIS soirée on November 19! A few 
very enthusiastic Class of ’69 alumni also 
reunited that very same day for a convivial 
pizza dinner on the west coast in Oakland, 
California. It was a wonderful evening with 
everyone laughing and swapping stories. 
The get-together reinforced the camaraderie 
in the group and, as well as keeping in touch 
with each other, they vowed to send more 
regular news updates to their alma mater.

Class of 1969

The Class of ’91 got together in New 
York the weekend of October 7-10 at 
the Trump Soho Grand Hotel. They 
met up for cocktails on Friday night, 
then dinner and dancing on Saturday, 
and family activities on Sunday before 
meeting for a closing brunch on 
Monday.

Class of 1991

All-Class Reunion - New York

Mila Linares, Chris Cardona, Vanessa Gowland 
Schiffer, Dacia Moore Romero, Mayssa Thawregeyya, 
Michelle Brauner Salazar & Mia Tedesco Breau. 

Pictured: Andrea (Cabada) Strebin, Ian Cross ‘87, Pietro 
Vago, Heidi Hyndman, Susan (Brasse) Insley, Fritz Grueter, 
Denise Mobley, Andy Lennon, Michelle (Swartz) Garner, 
Nanette Swartz ’88, Debbie (Anderson) Rupert, Carla Mann, 
Giulio Antonello, Julie (Gardner) Cord, Jeff Boyle, Maggie 
(Hammad) Boyle, Polly (Short) Mahoney, Kristen (Tobin) 
Risk, Kelly (Stoddard) Wood, Dominique Westman, Yume 
(Tolle) Leavell, George Harrison, Adriane (Schwartz) Hulsman, 
Holly Musgrove and Jacki (Cooperman) Isles ’87. Not pictured: 
Matthew Campbell 

Photo: (from l to r): Peter Boynton, the Reverend Rick 
Matters, Yvette Brault Rogers, Alan Forbes, Jo Elliff, John 
Youmans.

Class of 1986

R e u n i o n  P h o t o  G a l l e r i e s

R e u n i o n  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
I n f o r m a t i o n

Nurit Einik ’98, Alexander Wasylko ’97, and Nadya Wasylko ’99

http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media/index.cfm?cat=95
https://www.tasis-schools.org/payments/initevent.do


the LA Reunion
dancing th

e night aw
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More photos from the LA 
reunion can be viewed here: 

LA Reunion!

http://tasis.smugmug.com/AlumniEvents2011-2012/LA-Reunion/21749884_xv5rRt#!i=1733895200&k=57szz8Q
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TASIS Today
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If you were part of a TASIS adventure or have a 

wonderful memory to share, please send your story 

and, if possible, a photograph. We hope to publish more 

TASIS Parting Shots online and in future publications! 

Thank you! Send information to: 

alumni@tasis.ch

TASIS Yesterday
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TASIS The American School In Switzerland
CH-6926 Montagnola, Collina d’Oro, Switzerland 

Tel: +41 91 960 5151 - www.tasis.ch 


