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Records are breaking as we type. Readers of eTASIS Today now number in the thousands! 
We are delighted with the response. If there are things you’d like to see in future editions, 
please let us know. We would like to remind you again, however, that eTASIS Today is 
only a supplement to our printed annual TASIS Today, which should soon appear in 
your mailboxes.

Spring is a bustling time of year at TASIS, and this issue gives you a peek into the events 
from the past few months. The musical MCF: What a Life! was revived this year, and as 
an added bonus we talked with writer and composer Todd Fletcher about the creative 
process and his years of work with TASIS. Commencement 2011 was beautiful as you will 
see from the photographs in this issue. And the U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland was on 
campus in early June for an American Women of Ticino-organized Town Hall Meeting. 

Remember, although this e-publication 
rests on our website, its format allows us 
to send it directly to your email address. 
Some alumni and TASIS friends will not 
receive this in their inbox, however, since 
we are still missing the email addresses 
of many alumni. Please share this 
publication with others (on Facebook, 
Twitter, etc.) and encourage past friends 
and alumni to contact us with their 
current information. 

Contact alumni@tasis.ch if you want to 
be included in future mailings, and note 
that we will not share your address with 
anyone.

Welcome to the June eTASIS Today!

Lynn Fleming Aeschliman takes a moment to give 
the U.S. Ambassador a copy of  The Wit and 
Wisdom of Mary Crist Fleming. 
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eTASIS Today allows you to connect with TASIS beyond the stories included 

in this e-publication. Look for these buttons, which will take you to a photo 

gallery, one of Michele Josue’s excellent TASIS videos, or the TASIS website 

with further information. 

P h o t o  G a l l e r i e s

TASIS Videos

Read Additional Information

The interactive buttons are back!

http://www.tasis.smugmug.com
http://www.tasisvideos.blogspot.com/
http://www.tasis.ch
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KIVA is a non-profit organization with a mission to connect people 
through lending to alleviate poverty. Leveraging the internet and 
a worldwide network of microfinance institutions, Kiva lets 

individuals lend as little as $25 to help 
create opportunity around the world. 

The two IB Economics 1 classes, taught 
by Omar El Maaroufi, chose four 

entrepreneurs and lent them  $25 each. The classes had a lot of fun 
choosing the loan projects, and the students were passionate about 
supporting their particular candidates. The process of choosing 
gave the students the opportunity to review and apply some of the 
concepts of development economics that had been learned earlier 
in the course. Since the loans were made, the classes have received 
the notifications that all four loan projects had been fully funded 
by donations from other Kiva members. Now the entrepreneurs are 
putting the loans to work, and the classes are awaiting repayment. 

Each entrepreneur has a slightly different repayment schedule, but 
theoretically the class should receive all of its money back by next 
spring, before the students graduate. Then, students will have the 
choice of re-lending the money, donating it to Kiva, or recouping 
the investment. Finally, each of the students wrote a paper describing 
one particular loan project, the obstacles to development faced in 
the entrepreneur’s home county, the entrepreneur’s business plan, 
and its chances of success. The papers were generally very good and 
showed the enthusiasm the students had for the project.

The students can keep track of the progress of the entrepreneurs 
via their websites (see below). It’s also possible to see a map of the 
origins of each entrepreneur’s funding, and everyone will see TASIS 
representing Lugano! 
      Ernestina, from Peru    Veneranda, from Uganda 
      Ibrohim, from Tajikistan   Ismael, from Togo 

campus news

News from around campus

The baby boom continued on campus this spring with two little 
girls born to TASIS faculty members. Italian teacher Natalia 
Carretta and her husband  Martin Kuder welcomed Sophia on 
April 10. EAL teacher Holly Wiens and her husband Corrado 
Manzolini introduced Zoe to the world on April 18, 2011.

European History teacher Dr. Karen Taylor will present her 
paper “The Gendered Spheres of Silence and Voice in Eighteenth-
Century Pedagogical Literature” at the 13th International Congress 
of Eighteenth-Century Studies in Graz, Austria in July. Dr. Taylor’s 
work “Marie Gogg” will be included in the collection Landmarks in 
Feminist Writings  (Tiffany K. Wayne, editor) this coming October. 

Talented TASIS photography 
teacher Annika Palvari curated 
a solo photography exhibition, 
Conversations, as part of the 
Spring Arts Festival. The intimate 
collection of portraits focuses 
on men and women Annika 
encountered during two recent 
summer trips to India and Central 
Asia. The exhibition will remain 
on display throughout the summer 
in the Green Room Gallery in 
the Palmer Cultural Center. 

Habitat for Humanity sponsors Easter Egg Hunt

Habitat for Humanity club members sponsored an Easter Egg 
hunt for the Elementary School students on April 10th. High 
school students hid the eggs, helped the children decorate their 
own Easter Egg bags, and then assisted the smaller children 
during the “hunt.” The event, to benefit Habitat for Humanity, 
raised over CHF 300.

TASIS Economics Classes invest in KIVA

http://www.kiva.org/lend/281824
http://www.kiva.org/lend/282040
http://www.kiva.org/lend/281653
http://www.kiva.org/lend/281084
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campus news

It isn’t just about chicken and potatoes...

Enjoy the Cookbook!

   Arresting Topics and Challenging Discussions

SHP 2010-2011
Maxim Atayants - Architect and Master Planner for the 2014 Olympic Village in Sochi
Adora Svitak - Child prodigy and internationally-published author
Andy Cunningham - Keynote speaker at the GIN Summit and co-founder of WISER
Dr. Rich Merritt and Dr. Ryan Kimbirauskas - World-renowned forensic entomologists

SHP 2011-2012
Jay Wyper - Architect and Developer
Sage Wyly ’99 - Environmental Advocate 
Esra’a El Shafei - Founder and Executive Director of Mideast Youth
Bruce McNamer - President and CEO of Technoserve
Niklaus Steiner, Ph.D. - Director, Center for Global Initiatives
David du Chemin - Humanitarian Photographer

Forensic entomologist Dr. Ryan Kimbirauskas 
works with studetns in a biology class.

The Senior Humanities Program finished another successful slate of speakers, with 
longtime TASIS friend and former Headmaster Lyle Rigg featured at the 2011 
Commencement. Here is a rundown of this past year’s speakers, and the first look 
at who will be on campus next year for the program.

In the spring of 2007, Kim Nelson and Courtenay Mastain opened a discussion with 
interested painters, artists, musicians, writers, photographers, and videographers to see 
if there was interest in a creativity group. A number of students from different grades 
were invited to a brainstorming session to test the waters. We wanted to see what the kids 
ached for, what they dreamed about, and what they wanted to do creatively, outside the 
classroom. The result was Sasquatch, and our initial meetings resulted in free-flowing, 
continued discussions about art and creating. 

This loosely-organized club meets weekly and decides on intriguing projects to create 
each year. Meetings are well attended, and conversations inspiring. Each year the group 
decides on a project or two to complete. For example, in the fall of 2007 the group 
was “hired” to make videos for a Lugano cell phone gaming company; in 2009-2010, a 
podcast series began, focusing on the many personalities and talents hidden within the 
TASIS community. The group has organized film festival weekends and a lecture and 
presentation by two local adventurers who biked from Hong Kong to Lugano. 

This year, Sasquatch sponsored another film festival in March and produced a cookbook 
The group decided to make this first edition an e-book, with hopes to add more recipes 
next year and perhaps creating a physical book. It is a bit of a work in process, but 
the group worked hard to collect recipes, write instructions, and edit this first electronic 
edition! Enjoy, and happy cooking!

Sasquatch Blog

http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/sasquatch_cookbook_2011?mode=embed&layout=http%3A%2F%2Fskin.issuu.com%2Fv%2Flight%2Flayout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
http://www.sasquatch6.wordpress.com
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Focus on Service - Caring for Cambodia

SHOUT Week 2011

The following article was written and used in the June Caring for Cambodia Newsletter.
 
In 2009, 15 TASIS students went to Siem Reap for an unforgettable service trip. During 
their one-week stay, they helped build a new home for an expectant mother and refurbish a 
nearby school.

The students also spent time with the young students from the Caring for Cambodia (CFC) project, where they learned about local 
customs and rituals. The students and the young children also prepared a morning meal together, which is the main meal of the 
day. An afternoon scavenger hunt included special prizes of ‘Cambodian specialties’ – huge black beetles that are considered a 
Cambodian delicacy! Not wanting to seem feeble in the minds of their young friends, the TASIS boys proudly ate each beetle with 
enthusiasm!

Upon returning from Cambodia, TASIS decided to form a Service Learning group to continue the School’s impact in the country. 
Students involved in the CFC project offer their help and support by fundraising and raising awareness of the issues that are 
important to the country. They plan another service trip to Cambodia in the near future to experience the beauty of the country, 
to see the friendly smiles of the children who share their country with the students, and to further the change that TASIS students 
can create in these young lives.

This year at TASIS, the Caring for Cambodia Service 
Learning group was very active in fundraising for the 
organization. We learned about the Khmer Rouge in 
the beginning of the year and how it affected Cambodia, 
and why we needed to help. Throughout the year we 
held multiple fundraisers which resulted in hundreds 
of dollars for the children in Cambodia. We sold teddy 
bears that were later shipped over to the children, aware-
ness bracelets, roses on Valentines Day, cookies, ‘no dress 
code day’ tickets, and TASIS sweatshirts and sweatpants. 
Beyond our student fundraisers we also sent wish list 
items to the children, such as rain ponchos, rulers, and 
white board markers. My experience in this service group 
has been both fun and educational, but the best thing 
is knowing that I have helped change the lives of these 
children forever.  
   — Claire Kalsbeek ’11

“

Every afternoon, Service Learning groups across campus spend 
time busy learning about their organizations, planning creative 
fundraising activities, and finding ways to share information 
about their groups with the TASIS community. Click here to 
read more about the Service Learning program and the many 
opportunities and groups the students support during the year.

SHOUT (Students Helping Out) Week took place the first week 
of April. Everyone on campus was involved in rewarding and 
challenging activities, and attended or gave presentations to 
raise awareness of different Service Learning groups on campus. 
The link below is a chart outlining this very special week.

Now in its third year, TASIS Service Learning program has 20+ active Service Learning groups!

campus news

http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/shout_week?mode=embed&viewMode=presentation&layout=http%3A%2F%2Fskin.issuu.com%2Fv%2Flight%2Flayout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
http://www.caringforcambodia.org/
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=358
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campus news

The American Women of Ticino (AWOT) and TASIS Host a Town Hall Meeting

The U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland, Donald S. Beyer, Jr., was in Ticino on June 
1 for a special Town Hall meeting. The Ambassador discussed the functions of the 
embassy in Switzerland and the consular services provided to American citizens 
living abroad. His staff was also on hand to help answer questions and concerns 
of those in attendance. Ambassador Beyer has been on campus a number of times, 
and last May he presented the commencement address for the Class of 2010. 
After the meeting everyone was invited to Casa Fleming for a reception hosted by 
Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ’63.

TASIS students attended the TIME-
MUN (The Israel Middle East Model 
United Nations conference) held in Tel 
Aviv, Israel in mid-February.  

TIMEMUN is organized and hosted 
by The Walworth Barbour American 

International School in Israel. The conference has been growing 
since its inception in 2000 and currently hosts 200 students from 
24 schools thoughout Israel. TASIS was only one of three schools 
from outside of Israel to attend this conference. 

It was an exciting opportunity for both the students and new 
TASIS teacher and Model UN advisor Dan Schwarz. For many 
of the students it was an opportunity of a lifetime. This year’s 
Model UN had many new student members and the location 
for the conference was exciting. Countries TASIS represented on 
committees included Bulgaria and Algeria. 

High School Students Travel to Israel Would you like to buy a DVD?
TASIS makes every effort to videotape the end-of-year ceremonies 
and drama productions. If you would like to purchase a DVD of 
a TASIS event, please contact marketing@tasis.ch. Be specific about 
what year and event you would like to purchase. The charge per 
DVD is CHF 30. Photographs of almost every aspect of a TASIS 
year are available to view and/or purchase from TASIS SmugMug. 

http://www.tasis.smugmug.com
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faculty profile

and onto the nearby ground when possible, and Birk even found 
himself on all fours, pulling himself up. “If you stumble, it’s 
painful – you really need the handrail. It was pretty backed up 
near the top, so you just have to wait.” 
 
But at the top, Greg had the same feeling of exhilaration and 
satisfaction that he gets from every run. He was also delighted to 
run into a friend and fellow participant he met during his time in 
1985. “We took a photo of his legs and mine. He’s 63 years old, 
and he’s been running in the Alps for 30 years. My fitness cannot 
compare to his, or the others who do this every day.” 

Greg sticks to a strict schedule to ensure he can train while 
balancing his TASIS duties. To train for the Niesenlauf, he ran 
up San Salvatore – a steep, short run – and Monte Bre – a longer, 

Physical fitness is something TASIS hopes to inspire in students, 
but many of our faculty and staff members also enjoy keeping fit. 
Every fall, during staff orientation, like-minded souls find running 
groups, fellow yogis, or spin class fanatics, but this year, two 
TASIS teachers found they shared a love of running. Uphill.

Sky running, mountain running, fell running - whatever the 
nomenclature, it’s the art of running up. And Greg Birk, Director 
of College Counseling, has been doing it for decades.

Greg has always been a runner, but it wasn’t until moving to 
Breckenridge, Colorado in 1978 that he began to discover the 
joys of running in the mountains. There aren’t many places to 
run on flat surfaces in Breckenridge, so he began running on the 
surrounding hills. He was hooked, and soon became competitive 
in the sport.

Greg’s passion brought him to Switzerland for a series of mountain 
runs in 1985 – including a run that ended in Crans-Montana, just 
steps from La Moubra. Another of the runs was on a peak near 
Val Verzasca, and while visiting Ticino, Greg and his wife Carroll 
vowed to return to Ticino to live, one day. “People back home 
thought that our decision to come to TASIS happened quickly,” 
he says. “Actually, it took 25 years!” He saved the race poster from 
1985, and it proudly hangs on the wall of their TASIS apartment.

With a shared passion for physical challenges, Greg and Chemistry 
teacher Matt Zehner decided to do the June 4 Niesenlauf, a 
run notable for its terrain and made up of metal steps beside a 
funicular and jagged stone steps dating back to 1906. “It’s more 
climbing than running,” Birk says. “The path is narrow and steep, 
and it’s difficult to pass people. You must hang on to one another 
to safely pass.” Many participants moved off the funicular steps 

Pushing the Limit

The Niesenlauf 
A Look carefully for the steps to the left 
of the railway, climbing up the Niesen. 
B Matt started behind Greg, but 
caught up along the final stretch of 
the race.
C Greg and Matt crossing the finish 
line together. 

For more information about the race 
and addtional race photos see the 
official website: www.niesenlauf.ch.

l to r: Matt Zehner, Mike Short, and Greg Birk compare leg muscles at the top.

A B C

http://www.niesenlauf.ch
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Healthy Heroes 
TASIS faculty members do love their exercise!

During the 2010 - 2011 school year, five different faculty 
members ran marathons (Geneva and Schwarzwald), at least 
seven ran in half-marathons (Ticino and Prague), and more 
than 20 were involved with 10km races or race/walks. 

In addition to the runners amongst the TASIS faculty are the 
bikers, the spinners, the yoga instructors, tap dancers, squash 
players, soccer players, zumba fans, tennis players, and rock 
climbers. By no means is this list complete, and it doesn’t 
even touch on the faculty involvement with winter sports. 
The TASIS faculty are an active bunch!

Jen Blum and Tom Bendel running in the Geneva Marathon this spring.

higher run – three times a week. “It helps to have a training 
partner,” he says of Zehner, “as you keep each other on track. 
You’ve got to make it a priority.”

This summer, Greg and Carroll will visit family throughout 
the Midwest before returning to Colorado. Greg will continue 
training, as he plans to run the Vail Hill Climb and the Pike’s 
Peak Ascent before returning to Switzerland in August in time 
for the Jungfrau Marathon in early September. Not bad goals 
for this 55-year-old. For some of us, mountains represent beauty 
and nature. But for Greg, they’re also a playground to test him 
mentally and physically. Congratulations to him and Matt Zehner 
for finishing the Niesenlauf and inspiring colleagues and students 
alike to reach for new heights.

TASIS Spring Sports

TASIS fields three spring varsity 
sports: boys lacrosse and boys/
girls tennis. Each team had 
only one competition. The boys 
lacrosse team traveled to Brussels, 
Belgium for a tournament, and 
the boys/girls tennis teams were 
at the Leysin American School for 
the Swiss Group of International 
Schools tennis tournament.

faculty profile

Greg and Carroll Birk
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A c a d e m i c  T r a v e l  G a l l e r y

Seeing Europe:
A TASIS Tradition

Academic Travel continues to grow and evolve

Academic Travel remains an important 
and unique component of the TASIS 

experience. This spring, students traveled 
throughout central Europe, extending their 
classrooms into the streets of Rome (Art History), 
a concentration camp in Poland (European 
History), a mountain hut in Germany (10th 
Grade Leadership), and to homestays in Spain, 
Malta, and France (Modern Languages and EAL), 
to name only a few trips. Students are given the 
opportunity to see the ancient ruins they just 
read about, or learn to dance in Spain while 
living with a host family. 

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/Spring-Academic-Travel-2011/16323790_ABHT8#1226948096_XhCzj
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Czech Republic

Portugal

Poland

Spain

Sicily

France

Germany
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Celebrating Carnevale TASIS-style

C a r n e v a l e  G a l l e r y
( p a s s w o r d  r e q u i r e d )

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-ES
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Celebrating Carnevale TASIS-style

Carnevale celebrations took place on both Elementary 
School campuses. Al Focolare children had a great time 
running around in costume, and the 
4th-6th Graders played games on the 
field. The most popular costume was 
a princess! The  boys displayed a bit 
more variety, as clowns, cowboys, and 
superheroes. However, it seemed that 
the teachers had the most fun with 
their costumes as evidenced from an 
amazing Mary Poppins, Pre-K teacher 
Ilse Van Oosterwijk.
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MCF: What a Life!
TASIS Drama Director Robert Lazar ’86  commented in the program from the spring musical 
about why he chose to direct a revival of Todd Fletcher’s musical. 

 “I see this musical as the story of both an amazing woman and a person who, like each  
 and every one of you, had the ability to move life forward. She started something that  
 we are all a part of now. It is the story of Mrs. Fleming, but by the very fact that we are  
 all here together on this campus and in this theater, it is also the story of us.”

Todd Fletcher was on campus for much of the spring as he 
tweaked and massaged his musical to fit the students and 
worked alongside Robert on this production. It was an amazing 
opportunity for the students to see how the creative process works, 
and the story of Mrs. Fleming came alive for everyone who had 
the opportunity to attend one of the performances.

M C F :  W h a t  a  L i f e !  G a l l e r y

As Always, 
Lots of Drama 

at TASIS
(sometimes played out in the Palmer Cultural Center)

HS Drama Director 
Robert Lazar ’86

The Palmer Cultural Center was the venue for three wonderful school productions. Each school 
division produced musicals this spring. The High School started things off with a reprise of 
Todd Fletcher’s MCF:What a Life! The Middle School rehearsed for part of the Winter term 
and all of Spring term for their Spring Arts Festival performance of Annie Jr. Following on 
the heels of the Middle School play were the Elementary School performances of Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/MCF-What-a-Life/16550139_M8ALR#1246338145_gwPe7


“For me, a love of literature, the arts, and the performing arts is the heart and 
soul of education, for it grows throughout our entire lifetime, keeping alive 
the excitement of learning, creating constant enrichment in our leisure hours 
and throughout our long golden years.”
       — Mrs. Fleming, 1993
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Everybody knows Todd Fletcher – as a mentor, director, 
composer, or friend. He has grown into a TASIS legend, 

and at any given time, one of his songs is stuck in the heads of 
someone, somewhere in the world. Todd’s smile is infectious and 
his charm is magnetic, but it is his talent with music, story, and 
children that makes him distinctive.

Todd grew up in Waterford, Connecticut and is an alumnus of 
Phillips Andover Academy. He graduated with highest honors 
from Harvard University and it was in the school’s careers office 
that he first heard of TASIS. “I stumbled upon a brochure for the 
TASIS summer programs and was enchanted by the catalogue,” 
he remembers, “and the rest is history!” 

Since that fateful summer 24 years ago, Todd has been an 
integral part of the arts at TASIS. He spent three summers 

teaching English, French, and bilingual singing to Château des 
Enfants children, and wrote his first of nine musicals for TASIS 
in 1988. In 1999, he was commissioned to write a musical to 
celebrate Mrs. Fleming’s 90th birthday, and MCF: What a Life! 
was first performed during the summer of 2000. Todd has served 
as director and musical director for many TASIS musicals and 
has produced over two dozen productions and events at TASIS, 
and is also an accomplished playwright and screenwriter. It’s an 
exhaustive list of accomplishments, but what really makes this 
man tick? 

“For me, inspiration comes from all over the place - in the street, 
an article I’ve read, a book, something a child says. The key for 
me is to be open for ideas, as they are all around us.” Indeed, 
Todd often finds himself scribbling down musical compositions 
while friends are watching TV or in a noisy bar. Composing 
in his head is second nature; “I had very old-school music 
professors at Harvard and in Paris where I studied privately.” 
Todd writes what he hears in his head, then sits down at a piano 
to play what he’s written – and oftentimes surprises himself with 
how it sounds. He then inputs the music into a computer to 

print legible scores for musicians and singers. 
And everything he writes is genius, right? Todd laughs. “It’s 
very easy to write bad music, bad lyrics, and bad books of 
musicals. Very easy. It is extremely difficult to write good ones. 
With music, lyrics, and the book, I have to work unbelievably 
hard.” But if he does his job properly, he feels they will seem 
“effortless and natural.” It’s important for him to play out scenes 
in his head, and he has a loose visualization of the dress and 
mannerisms of his characters. And rather than a musician, a 
lyricist, or a playwright, Todd considers himself a storyteller, 
and feels the principles of good storytelling are the same for 
all genres – from children’s musicals to films for adults – and 
approaches all of these projects the same way. 

“For the musicals, I generally figure out the story first, then I 
figure out where in the story there should be a song. People 

don’t just get up and sing in daily life, so I try to 
be sure that there is a good reason to sing.” Then 
he starts scribbling notes for lyrics and begins 
composing the music. And it all comes together, 
suddenly. And when is it finished? “I don’t know. 
I’m almost certainly never done with anything by 
opening night.” The dialogue, music, and lyrics 
have to sit for a while, then he returns to them 
with a fresh approach.

Writing for children is especially challenging, and one Todd 
embraces with vigor. His song “Together” has been a TASIS 
Summer Programs anthem since he composed it in 1998. 
“It’s classic 80s pop,” Todd admits, “but even in my poppiest 
moments I still rely on a serious musical education. There are 
some pretty funky things going on in that song: octave jumps 
out of nowhere, an abrupt modulation at the bridge, a whole 
step modulation at the end.” Children are usually comfortable 
within one octave, and writing for them can be easier than for 
adults with bigger ranges. “Keeping the song interesting with 
so few notes at one’s disposal is the challenge. It forces a kind 
of creativity and ingenuity that isn’t necessary when writing 
for adults.”

Oddly, Todd isn’t a fan of children’s theater. “Most of the time 
it’s unbearable,” he says, “because writers and directors don’t 
respect the children. Kids can do amazing things and can handle 
much more than we normally think they can. The problem is 
people who work with children, either as writers or directors, 
think that it is easier than working with adults. It’s not! It’s 
much more difficult, at least the way I approach it.” Todd feels 

Telling Stories:
The creative journey of Todd Fletcher



”For me, inspiration 
comes from all over 
the place - in the 
street, an article 
I’ve read, a book, 
something a child 
says. The key for 
me is to be open 
for ideas, as they 
are all around us.

Words by Kristin Pedroja
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a children’s musical has to appeal both to the children performing 
and the adults in the audience, including those who do not have 
children in the production. He cites his TASIS musicals The Pirate 
Kids and William Tell as examples of his conscientious inclusion of 
his entire audience. “The kids may not get all the nuances and the 
jokes, but the adults will. Working simultaneously on two levels 
is an incredible challenge, a challenge that has to be mastered in 
order to succeed with writing musicals for children.”

Todd takes ownership of every production he works on; he uses 
the word ‘my’ often – ‘my cast’, ‘my actors’ – it’s a proprietary vibe 
that envelops him. He puts his life and soul into his projects, and 
his enviable talent extends from a fleeting idea to opening night. 
We know Todd from TASIS, but his artistry extends to working 
with children in Berlin’s ghettos, with Israeli and Palestinian 
teenagers as they create a musical together in two weeks, and 
mentoring young musicians. 

Like many of us, however, he is always drawn back to Lugano. 
“What’s wonderful about TASIS that is so very different from 
many of the places I work is that the attitude is always, ‘Of 
course we can do that!’ That’s very Mrs. Fleming, but it’s also very 
Lynn Fleming Aeschliman and very Michael Ulku-Steiner.” This 
summer, he will be attempting three new programs: a Middle 
School Program (MSP) Orchestra, an MSP elite choir, and 
a full-scale TASIS Summer Program (TSP) musical. “That’s 
crazy!” Todd exclaims. “Only at TASIS would I be allowed to 
try something like that. It’s a great feeling to know that I as an 
artist have TASIS as a ‘laboratory’.” Indeed, he considers many of 
his ideas ‘crazy’, but appreciates the freedom he has to try them. 
“Sometimes they work, sometimes they don’t,” he says, “But 
Lynn and Michael Aeschliman are so very supportive and creative 
themselves. Both of them are bursting with ideas. For people like 
me, you couldn’t ask to work under better circumstances. That’s 
why I keep coming back!” 

“What’s wonderful about TASIS that 
is so very different from many of the 
places I work is that the attitude is 
always, ‘Of course we can do that!’ 
That’s very Mrs. Fleming, but it’s also 
very Lynn Fleming Aeschliman and very 
Michael Ulku-Steiner.”
       — Todd Fletcher
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In 2000,Todd Fletcher wrote and composed MCF: What a Life!, a 
musical based on Mrs. Fleming’s life. Since its premiere, the show has been 
performed at TASIS Lugano in 2000, 2004, and 2011, and at TASIS 
England in 2002. We asked Todd a bit about this project and its impact on 
his life and the lives of others.

eTT: How often are your musicals shaped by the brief, such as with 
MCF: What a Life!?
TF: I almost never work on commissioned projects. They generally 
come from my own ideas. In fact I’ve got a huge store of ideas and 
several works in progress. Writing by the brief is a challenge, but I 
never accept the assignments before knowing that I am interested 
in the source material and will be able to add to it in a significant 
way. MCF: What A Life! begins with the writer/composer turning 
down Lynn Aeschliman’s request to write a musical. That’s 
essentially how it happened. I knew and loved Mrs. Fleming, 
but it had been many years since I had had anything to do with 
TASIS. And though I was a fan of Mrs. Fleming, I knew almost 
nothing of her story.  Once I read the book Lynn created for her 
80th birthday, listened to interviews, and spent time interviewing 
Mrs. Fleming in London, I realized there was great potential for a 
musical. What inspired me was something that is present in every 
scene of the musical: facing a challenge or setback and overcoming 
it. That’s what Mrs. Fleming’s life was all about.

eTT: Obviously you’ve worked with various individuals as characters; 
is it difficult when a new person takes on an old role? How do you 
adjust your direction for each production?
TF: I absolutely love the process and consequently, I find it 
wonderful when a new person takes on an old role. I never show 
the new person videos of past actors. I want the new person to 

contribute parts of himself or herself to the role. In the latest 
incarnation of MCF: What A Life!, a student played the oldest Mrs. 
Fleming. This was a first, and she was wonderful. Even though there 
was an 18-year-old in the role, she understood the meaning of Mrs. 
Fleming’s words so well, that the audience forgot that the real Mrs. 
Fleming was born nine decades before the actor was born.

Also for the last production, I rewrote parts of the show for the 
extraordinarily talented Savannah Renauldi. I knew that she 
would be ideal on “Not In My House!”, the song MCF sings when 
evicting the rebellious board of Fleming college from the villa and 
land that she owned. Though Mrs. Fleming sang the song in the 
original production and every one since, I thought that I would 
make Savannah Mrs. Fleming’s lawyer. As lawyer, she would 
deliver the message on behalf of Mrs. Fleming. Her character’s 
name was Alexa Korach, which is an inside joke for the people 
who know her real lawyer, Alex Korach.

MCF: The Real Story

eTT: Do you have any kids or performers who linger in your mind as you think back over your TASIS performances?
TF: Standout favorites in specific roles? Absolutely.

Habibat Tinubu ’09 as Eleonora the Evil Pirate Witch in The Pirate Kids (Spring 2003)
Simone Garbagnati ’08 as Pavorottino in The Pirate Kids (Spring 2003)
Damian Kastil ’07 as William Tell in William Tell (Spring 2002)
James Eichner ’07 as Lead Soldier in William Tell  (Spring 2002)
Melanie Saltzman ’05 and Jennifer Missoni ’04 as Mrs. Fleming in MCF: What a Life ! (Spring 2004)
Erica Engstrom Cali ’94 as Mrs. Fleming in MCF: What a Life ! (Spring 2000)
Skyler Gross ’09 as Gordon McCouch and Constantin in MCF: What a Life ! (Spring 2004)
Sam Lippa as the Italian Banker in MCF: What a Life ! (Spring 2004)
Savannah Renauldi ’13 as Alexa Korach in MCF: What a Life! (Spring 2011)
Elyse Guizzetti ’11 as MCF in MCF: What a Life ! (Spring 2011)
Victoria Haschke ’13 in everything, including as the young MCF in MCF: What a Life ! (Spring 2011), 
The Pirate Kids (Summer 2010), Upstage Down (Summer 2009)

Oguzhan Iskenderoglu ’05, Jennifer 
Missoni ’04, and Skyler Gross ’05 in 
mcf: what a life!, 2004
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Gillian Eames - Production Director
Celeste Colmenero - Piano/Oboe Accompanist 
Sarah Grove - Production Assistant 
Heather Lazar - Costume and Set Design

The TASIS community took a step back in time to New York 
City in December of 1933 during the Spring Arts Festival. 

Twenty-four Middle School students sang and danced their way 
through the Great Depression in Annie Jr. 

The show’s story is as incorrigibly optimistic as its heroine, the 
little orphan Annie, who escapes a “hard-knock life” of misery 
and labor, and, determined to find her real parents, ends up 
unexpectedly finding joy and acceptance from a loving new 
father. Prevailing through adversity while sticking by one’s 
dreams of a better “tomorrow” is what Annie Jr. is all about, an 
idea arguably as relevant today as it may have been in New York 
City in 1933. It is a universal idea that even the staunchest cynic 
among us can find significant.
 
This production’s international cast and crew was one to 
celebrate, and each stuck by his or her dream to help make it 
a memorable experience for everyone. Speaking in their own 
diverse accents, and hailing from Brasil, the USA, South Korea, 
China, Germany, Holland, Italy, France and Russia, these 7th 
and 8th Graders fearlessly tackled the New York City slang and 
intonations of the Depression Era, establishing a unique, new 
“melting pot” of their own. The backstage, front-of-house and 
lighting crew all learned the importance of collaboration and 
helped to make this production of Annie Jr. a true success. 
     — Gillian Eames, Production Director

A n n i e  J r.  G a l l e r y

May 12- 15, 2011
TASIS Middle School

Palmer Cultural Center

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/Annie-Jr/17281867_q8Ln3N#1311976353_McWHWJS
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While the arts are important year-round, for one week each 
May, the School opens its doors to families, friends, and the 
community to celebrate the arts at TASIS. The weekend is the 
result of focused organization by coordinator Simone Aeschliman, 
and countless hours of rehearsals and creativity by the teachers 
and students featured during the week. 

Along with the wonderful Middle School performance of Annie 
Jr., the Palmer Cultural Center played host to a full slate of 
drama, music, and readings. Ann Haldy (Assistant to the Deans) 
and Gillian Eames (ES/MS Drama Director) were part of an 
afternoon theatrical performance written by Gillian entitled A 
Rehearsal Afternoon with William Shakespeare. 

Other featured events 
included intriguing creative 
writing and dramatic 
readings by the English 
Department, impressive 
choir and instrumental 
ensemble performances, 

and artistic workshops focusing on diverse creative pursuits such 
as pottery, bead work, and pinhole photography. Attendees were 
treated to superb exhibitions in the Palestra by students from the 
Elementary, Middle, and High Schools.

Along with scheduled events, numerous ‘theater vignettes’ 
popped up throughout campus by the High School drama 
classes, turning campus spaces into Hamlet’s court, a New York 
apartment, or a small café in Paris. Students also entertained 
everyone with an outdoor jam session on Friday afternoon. 

The weekend reflects all parts of the performing and visual arts at 
TASIS. Thanks to all of the students and faculty who worked so 
hard to make this year’s Arts Festival a wonderful success!
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http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/Arts-Festival-2011/17335318_H47sw5#1316913277_s8M5LdF
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The Elementary School did a wonderful 
job with their adaptation of Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory. The Palmer Cultural Center 
was filled to the brim with excited students and 
families for both performances, to watch the 
story of Charlie and his famous factory. The 
audience enjoyed watching Charlie Bucket, 
his grandparents, a bunch of extraordinarily 
spoiled children and their parents, some noisy 
newspaper boys, a few spunky journalists, 
several industrious squirrels, and the 
mysterious Oompa Loompas spin this fantastic 
tale both outside and inside the gates of 
Willy Wonka’s factory. It was a world of pure 
imagination. The cast included 37 children 
from Grades 3-6 who brought Roald Dahl’s 
amazing characters to life.

Congratulations to the cast on an impressive 
and exciting performance!

Plays and Parades - The ES loves to dress up!

May 23 and 24, 2011 
Palmer Culture Center

Director & Adaptation - Gillian Eames
Set Design - Ina Kronwitter
Musical Arrangements - Patricio Morales
Costumes -Tiziana Serretta Fiorentino and 
Franca Bianchi

Word on the street was...well, words were literally ‘on the street’! Ms. Wilkins’ and Ms. 
Boughey’s 3rd Grade classes organized a Word Parade on May 27. Invited parents and 
2nd Grade classes, along with curious MS/HS students, waited on the field outside the 
Admissions building, not quite understanding what a Word Parade was. Then banquet 
was seen crossing the street, along with drought, and mob, and spectacular.

Each third grade student, dressed up like his or her vocabulary word, marched onto 
the field to the confused 
but excited 2nd Grade 
students who were thinking, 

“that could be me next 
year!” Each student had 
decorated their placard and 
prepared a short definition 
of their word, and wrote a 
sentence or two using the 
word. It was a clever way 
to teach the children some 
wonderful new words!
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Plays and Parades - The ES loves to dress up!

Spring 2009 - 17

C h a r l i e  a n d  t h e  C h o c o l a t e 
F a c t o r y  G a l l e r y
( C o m i n g  s o o n )

E S  W o r d  P a r a d e  G a l l e r y
( p a s s w o r d  r e q u i r e d )

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-ES
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The Busy 
Month of May
May is always a whirlwind of events, responsibilities, and engagements, and 
it is easy to forget that it’s also time to say goodbye to seniors and faculty who 
are leaving TASIS. It’s also exam time, with IB and AP exams dominating our 
students’ minds, along with final exams for everyone else. The Elementary 
School takes class trips in May, and have a Field Day. The Middle School 
also has a full schedule of parties, an afternoon of Spirit Games, and Middle 
School Graduation. End-of-year celebrations big and small are squeezed into 
the final few weeks. Yet with all of the hassles of a busy May, perhaps the 
most important is Graduation. Families, friends, teachers, and students come 
together to pay tribute to years of work by our seniors. The following pages are 
filled with photos from the final weeks of school at TASIS.

Prom Smugmug Gallery

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/Prom-2011/17430361_SGLHtf#1326069553_HqKGGmv
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The Busy 
Month of May
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Another beautiful day for a TASIS Commencement! 
The sun was shining on the Class of 2011 as they 
prepared to receive their diplomas. Seventy-one seniors 
and Post Graduates were honored on May 28th during 
the Commencement exercises. Lyle Rigg, Headmaster 
Emeritus of TASIS England and Switzerland gave the 
Commencement address. The Valedictory Address was 
given by Katharina Herrmann.

Seniors Akito Goto, Claire Kalsbeek, and Patrick Landes 
each sang a solo during the ceremony. Faculty members 
Tom Bendel, Jen Bendel, Sarah Grove, Kerry Vogelgesang, 
and Jonathan Morris provided accompaniment and music 
for the both the processional and recessional. 

Each senior was given a copy of The Wit and Wisdom of 
Mary Crist Fleming as a gift from the School upon exiting 
the Palestra.  

Commencement

26  eTASIS TODAY

Commencement Gallery

Commencement Awards
Excellence in Art - Mariangela Clendon
The Bertha Seifert Award for Excellence in Music - Patrick Landes
The Horst Dürrschmidt Award for Excellence in Photography - Ginevra Gentili
Excellence in Drama - Elyse Guizzetti
Excellence in English as an Additional Language - Selina Bächli
Excellence in Modern Languages - Selina Bächli
Excellence in English Literature - Mark Pate and Elyse Guizzetti
Excellence in History - Mark Pate
The Shah Akbar Khan Award for Excellence in Mathematics  - Julia Herrmann
Excellence in Science - Katharina Herrmann and Mark Pate
The Scholarship Cup, Salutatorian - Mariangela Clendon
The Scholarship Cup, Valedictorian - Katharina Herrmann
The Headmaster’s Award - Marco Rosso
ECIS Award for International Understanding - Naz Doğanci
The Service Cup for Service to the Community - Selina Bächli
The Leadership Award - Elyse Guizzetti
The H. Miller Crist Memorial Award - Mark Pate

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/Commencement-2011/17535438_xZKP7v#1334949191_LZrRNCQ
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The Senior Banquet
The Senior Banquet is a time-honored tradition at TASIS. The family event, always 
the night before Graduation, includes a reception, dinner, student speeches, and a 
presentation by the Headmaster, and sets the scene for the Commencement event 
the following day.

The student speakers are chosen by the senior class and the faculty. This year’s 
speaking honors went to the following students: Master of Ceremonies - Marco 
Rosso, Damey Agrba, Elyse Guzzetti, Akito Goto, Katerina Brovkin, Mark Pate, and 
Matthieu Popesco.

Senior Banquet Gallery

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/Senior-Banquet-2011/17411680_w4b68n#1324166161_SS8g7gF


28  eTASIS TODAY June 2011  29

The Palmer Cultural Center was the perfect venue for this year’s Middle 
School Graduation. The faculty and Middle Schoolers sat on the stage, 
leaving plenty of room for others to enjoy the comfortable seating and 
beautiful atmosphere of the Palmer Cultural Center. The evening had a 
bit of everything, from the traditional 8th Grade speeches and awards 
presentation to special music performances. Listed below are the speakers 
and award winners:

Middle School Graduation

Outstanding in Their Fields
         ES and MS enjoy their respective Field Day and Spirit Games!

Both the MS and ES took time out at the end of the year for field games, 
including tug of war, water balloons, and relay races.

ES Field Day Gallery

MS Spirt Games Gallery

Highest Grade Point Average:  Paulo Marques Pinto Seidl
Tyler Schmidt & Megan Keenan Citizenship Award:  Koshiro Ashizawa

Eighth Grade Speakers
Guido Santopaolo
Justina Streit
David Frisk
Michelle Sprenger

Karolina Dombrowski
Koshiro Ashizawa
Benedetto Santoboni

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-ES
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/Middle-School-Field-Day/17574179_CCzx7q#1338433008_nkvcSDg
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End-of-year at the ES
On Friday, June 3 the campus was filled with proud parents and children 
excited to “move up” to the Middle School and to hear the words from 
Headmaster Michael Ulku-Steiner that “summer vacation has officially 
begun!” All of the Elementary School attended the end-of-year ceremony 
and after Nyman Brooks’ opening remarks, the entire ES sang Todd 
Fletcher’s song, Together. The 5th and 6th Graders followed with the 
song Seize the Day, by Alan Menken. As the 6th Grade will be part of the 
Middle School next year, both 5th and 6th Graders were recognized. A 
special lunch buffet in De Nobili followed.

ES End-of-Year Gallery

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-ES
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The weekend of June 10-12 found two-dozen members of the 
Class of ’01 in Lugano, reliving old memories and rekindling 

old friendships. Some of the group even stayed in the TASIS 
dorms! They were met with handmade signs on the dormitory 
doors with their name and home country – the first of many 
reminders of years past.

After a campus tour on Friday, the group gathered at Casa 
Fleming for cocktails before heading to Grotto al Bosco for 
dinner. The evening ended with dancing ’til dawn – so having 
the daytime free on Saturday gave the revelers a long time to 
sleep in! Everyone met up again at the Paradiso landing stage 
for a beautiful evening boat ride around Lake Lugano.

On Sunday the group met at TASIS for a brunch in the sunshine. 
In between gulps of coffee, Federico Pincione proudly showed 
off his sock, with his TASIS laundry number still on it. One after 
another, everyone shouted out their laundry numbers - except for 
Ben Cremante, who said he appropriated so many pieces of his 
roommates’ clothing that he couldn’t remember his own laundry 
number. And, like many other alumni throughout the decades, 
they recalled how many things they got away with while students 
at TASIS, and how many potatoes they had peeled on kitchen 
duty when they got caught. 

The weekend was a rousing success. A number of faculty 
members were on hand to spend time with the group at their 
different events, and longtime friendships were celebrated. They 
all look forward to meeting in another decade!

The Class of 2001 Reconnects in Lugano 
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The Class of 2001 enjoys a cruise around Lake Lugano
Back row: Caroline Rothstein, Bill Eichner, Ben Cremante, Andrea 
Carniello, Alessio Puricelli, Carolyn Heard, Isabella Brunello, Maaya 
Arakawa, Jonas Hagerup, Felix Hammelsbeck, Ryan Bostian, Ayano 
Tsukahara, Luiza (Oliver’s girlfriend)

Front row: Gill’s partner, Gill Zahn with daughter Maite, Yvonne Procyk, 
Najla Maluf, Federico Pincione, Diyenat Mabika, Ines Quinones, Ramil 
Ramseyer, Marko Markovic, Horst Dürrschmidt, Christiane Deniger, 
Misako Nagase, Oliver Rizzi Carlson

Not pictured: Cristiana Rosu

The Class of 2001 Reconnects in Lugano 

Class of 2001 Gallery

http://tasis.smugmug.com/AlumniEvents2009-2011/Class-of-2001-Lugano-Reunion/17575044_dX6t9p#1338520797_7NTt3db
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Alumni - Come Home and Reconnect   

John Fondas ’88 had not been back to TASIS for a number of years, but 
decided he was in the area and to stop by. He met with Bill Eichner 
and was given a grand tour of a much different campus than the one 
John left in 1988. Can Doğanci ’05 only graduated six years ago, but 
came back to campus for his sister Naz’s graduation. Naz was honored 
at the Commencment exercise with the ECIS Award for International 
Understanding.

The alumni office would 
love to hear from you, 
and if Europe and/
or Switzerland are in 
your plans, why not 
stop in and say hi? You 
are always welcome on 
campus.

Alumni visit campus for a variety of reasons

Summer of 2011 Alumni Events and Reunions
Class of 1986 - 25 Year Reunion in Chicago
Friday - Sunday, July 22-24, 2011
Whitehall Hotel
105 E. Delaware Pl, Chicago IL, USA

Hotel rooms are booked for July 21-July 25 at the Whitehall 
Hotel, which will host the reunion dinner. If you are joining 
us, please make your hotel reservations before June 20 to 
guarantee our group rate of $129/night. For reservations 
call: + 312 573 6389, or use this link to book our rate online: 
Whitehall Hotel Reservations
 Friday, July 22 - Chicago night tour on a trolley from 20:00-
22:00. Trolley departs Whitehall Hotel at 20:00. Drinks and 
snacks are permitted on board.
 Saturday, July 23 - Reunion buffet dinner at the Whitehall 
Hotel, 19:00 with a cash bar and dj/dance floor. 
 Sunday, July 24 - Chicago Cubs vs. Houston Astros game at 
Wrigley Field at 19:20. Let Maggie know if you would like a 
ticket as she has a few extras. Tickets are $27 each.

Reunion payment is due in advance. Contact Maggie Hammad 
Boyle for more information at maggie_boyle@yahoo.com.

Class of 1971 – 40 Year Reunion
Contact Judy Charlton jugacha@sbcglobal.net
Additionally, Robin Hamilton Brooks has issued a challenge to 
her classmates to join the Alpine Adventure and make it into a 
reunion hike! For more information, contact Robin at
rhbrooks@nc.rr.com.

Alpine Adventure 2011
Jungfrau-Region Hike for all TASIS Alumni & Friends
July 29 - August 6 or 8, 2011
$3,580 for the 9-day version, $4,475 for the 11-day version
Discounted prices for kids 17 and younger: $2,865 & $3,585 
respectively.
Contact Peter Boynton ’69 for more details: 
petercboynton@gmail.com   Tel. + 1 831 656 0485

The Doğanci family arrives for the Senior Banquet. John Fondas ’88 with Bill Eichner

https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=19107&Chain=7540&arrive=7%2F21%2F2011&depart=7%2F25%2F2011&adult=1&child=0&promo=TAS
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“By being at TASIS you already would have learned the most 
important things: a passion for learning, respect for others and 
yourself, and the thrill of challenges. Attitude is everything and will 
get you past occasional upsets, brush them off and keep going. 
Congratulazioni!” - Ray Messinger ’76

“I graduated 42 years ago with the class of 1969. Ignore all 
conventional wisdom and enjoy your life, it goes quicker than you 
can imagine. I never met a rule I didn’t want to break and I’ve 
broken a lot of rules. It’s the courage of imperfection. Oh yeah, if 
you don’t want to work in a cube you had better form your own 
company; get at least a Master’s, or select an occupation that gets 
you outside. Make your own way and change about every three to 
four years.” - Gordon Kirkpatrick ’69

“You probably won’t fully appreciate your experience at TASIS 
until long after you have said goodbye to all your classmates 
and teachers. Little by little, you will discover how unique your 
experience was here. Your minds are now much more open than 
many of the people you are likely to meet in your adult life. This is 
not just something to be proud of; it is a responsibility — at times 
even a burden — you will carry with you. You will cherish your days 
at TASIS, but you are also likely to have many more precious times 
in years to come. As Winston Churchill once said, ‘Now this is not 
the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, 
the end of the beginning’ (London, 1942).” - Winston Posegate ’93

“Take a moment and contemplate all that you’ve learned outside of 
the classroom - everything you’ve learned just by being at TASIS. 
Those lessons are different for everyone; but, those are the lessons 
that will stay with you for years to come. - Veronica Kennedy ’98

“To my fellow Alumni and to future TASIS alumni, I would like to 
share with you my ‘wisdom’ and I would sum it up in one word: 
MODERATION, in all aspects of life. Cheers & good luck.” 

- Ihab Kamal Abdelmoneim ’82

Join the growing TASIS Alumni 
network on Facebook!

Alumni share words of wisdom with the Class of 2011The Wit and Wisdom of Mary Crist Fleming

Lyle Rigg, longtime TASIS friend 
and former Headmaster of both 
TASIS Switzerland (1982-84 & 
2007-08) and TASIS England (1984-
98 & 2009-2010) grabbed hold of 
an idea put forth last spring, and 
now his idea is reality. To celebrate 
Mrs. Fleming’s centenary, TASIS 
published a collection, edited by Lyle, 

of quotations from Mrs. Fleming’s speeches, yearbook 
messages, private notes, and conversations. This will soon 
become a bestseller among the many alumni, family, and 
friends of Mrs. Fleming!

If you would like to purchase a copy The Wit and Wisdom of 
Mary Crist Fleming, please contact alumni@tasis.ch for only 
$15 (including shipping). 

The book makes a wonderful gift, and Lynn Fleming 
Aeschliman presented a signed copy to the U.S. Ambassador 
to Switzerland, Donald S. Beyer, during his visit to campus 
on June 1.

Reunion Photo GalleriesTASIS Video Library Campus Photo Gallery

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=303
http://www.tasisvideos.blogspot.com
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1087


34  eTASIS TODAY June 2011  35

TASIS has 15,000 images uploaded to online galleries for friends and families to enjoy. We’ve 

been adding photographs since 2003, telling the story of each year in hundreds of images. You can 

view the photographs or even purchase your favorites, as SmugMug ships their high-quality prints 

anywhere in the world. 

Over the years, we’ve made SmugMug posters to share the site with the students and faculty on campus. A few have been shared 

with the SmugMug company, and these posters are now hanging in their California corporate headquarters. Below are a few of the 

favorite posters from the past few years.

what is smugmug?

http://www.tasis.smugmug.com
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This issue’s parting shot is actually a celebration. Long time faculty member, 
Cynthia Whisenant was honored with the Master Teacher Award at the 
year-end Faculty Banquet. 

Two years ago a new tradition was launched at TASIS, one proposed by the 
TASIS Foundation and funded by the TASIS Board of Directors as part of 
their broader efforts to support and encourage the faculty as the heart of the 
TASIS experience and the center of our improvement in the coming years. To 
be given once a year, the Khan–Page TASIS Master Teacher Award is named 
after two outstanding teachers who taught for many years in both TASIS 
schools: the late Akbar Khan (in mathematics) and Max P. Page (in English). 
The award recognizes an outstanding teacher who represents a high standard 
of professional pedagogy, subject-area knowledge, a capacity to convey the joy 
and importance of learning to students, and fundamental sympathy with the 
aims and goals of TASIS as expressed in the Paideia.

An excerpt from Headmaster Michael Ulku-Steiner’s presentation to Cynthia.
“Cynthia has a unique ability to tune into the moods, needs, and aspirations of adolescents. 
The individual attention she gives each student is remarkable. Every semester, she 
accommodates for different learning styles and sets individual objectives that stretch every 
learner. She is a master of the craft of teaching writing and literary analysis.
 
Longtime colleague Bill Eichner writes, “While only a few teachers have had the privilege 
of watching her in class, we have all seen Cynthia working with students around campus - 
helping them edit college essays, pushing them to work through papers, coaching them to 
prepare for speeches, or talking them through the challenges of boarding school life. Many 
young teachers as well were fortunate for her mentoring as Department Chair.”

If you were part of 

a TASIS adventure 

or have a wonderful 

memory to share, 

please send your 

story and, if possible, 

a photograph. We 

hope to publish more 

TASIS Parting Shots 

online and in future 

publications! 

Thank you! 

Send information to: 

alumni@tasis.ch

TASIS Parting Shot

Holly Wood Brown ’87: Upon hearing Ms. 
Whisenant’s lovely voice, I was immediately 
transported to discussions of The Love 
Song of J. Alfred Prufrock and Hamlet. It 
is incredible how powerful sense memory 
functions and how one person can make such 
an impression on your life. Congratulations!

Christoph Scheurich ’76: A wonderful 
person and a wonderful teacher. Even after 
more than 35 years I can say that with 
complete conviction.

Cynthia enjoys the Palmer Cultural 
Opening dinner with the 
Rasini sisters.

Jeanie Cunningham ’75: Anybody 
up for wearing a “I’m one of ‘Whiz’s” 
kids” t-shirts? Cynthia Whisenant is the 
woman MOST responsible for so many 
wonderful things in my life. The things 
she taught, showed, explained, broke 
down for us...and she was always there 
...for us. God bless the womb that bore 
that woman, I tell ya! Cynthia, you 
are a treasure to the world and truly a 
major inspiration to many. Can’t wait 
to see you again! Love, Love, Love, Love, 
LOVE you!!!!

Here are a few of the many Facebook posts about Cynthia’s honor:

TASIS Video:
Cynthia Whisenant

http://youtu.be/CHGo9XMuKIk
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