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You and I, along with thousands 
of TASIS families over the past 
half-century, have been drawn 
to this place by the irresistible 
dream of our Founder. Mrs. 
Fleming’s idealism is alive and 
thriving at TASIS. We are aiming 
as high as ever - working hard 
to enrich the experience of 
our students, strengthen our 
academic program, and improve 
our campus facilities. We do 
this work with one passionate 
purpose in mind: to change the 
lives of young people so that 
they may, in turn, change the 
world for the better. 

Mrs. Fleming was best known for her bold entrepreneurialism. 
Behind the scenes, she was a tireless worker and relentless plan-
maker. In her 1996 yearbook message, she challenged students to 
combine bold vision and careful planning: “I want to remind you 
of the importance of having a dream, a noble dream. Henry David 
Thoreau says, ‘If you have built castles in the air your work need 
not be lost: that is where they should be. Now put foundations 
under them’.”

The 2011-13 TASIS Strategic Plan represents our continuing effort 
to build foundations under our dream. The Plan grew from nine 
months of surveys, discussion, research, and debate by the faculty, 
staff, parents, students, and Board of Directors. The result? A clear 
set of action steps that will carry us toward our long-term goal: 
to become the school of choice in Switzerland and one of the 
finest schools in the world. Please visit the TASIS website to see 
the complete summary of the Plan. Below are some highlights:

Curriculum: Define, document, and continue to improve 
the curriculum. • Bring English language learners to mainstream 
literacy more quickly. • Improve the daily/weekly schedule.  
• Empower academic leaders to play more active roles in curriculum 
mapping, professional development, and the recruiting, orienting, 
training, coaching, supporting, and evaluating of excellent 
teachers. • Establish detailed content and skill requirements for all 
courses and grade levels.

continued on pg. 2

Greetings from the Collina d’Oro to our Alumni and 
Friends around the world! 
From the Chairman From the Headmaster

TASIS Board of Directors: Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ‘63, Rick Bell PG’65, Riccardo 
Braglia, Jennifer Bullard Broggini, Fernando Gonzalez, Berkley Latimer, A. Jan Opsahl ‘68, 
Gianni Patuzzo, Curtis McGraw Webster ‘75, Alexandra Heumann Wicki ‘80

In a spinning world with dramatic events rapidly occurring every 
day, TASIS is a still point, an oasis of peace and beauty for young 
people to find and establish their moorings and to grow and 
blossom into fine human beings, ready to take on life’s challenges, 
of which there seem to be an ever-increasing number. 

In this issue of TASIS Today, we focus on the Sciences at 
TASIS as an important dimension to a TASIS education, as 
a complement to our strong arts and humanities programs. 
We have always had exceptional science teachers who have 
inspired many of our students to pursue studies in the field 
of science, but we have also come to realize that our science 
labs, as functional as they are in battle-worn DeNobili, do 
not match our program and goals. As an institution, we are 
therefore focusing on the Campo Science Center as the next 
priority in the development of the TASIS Global Village. We 
have launched our Science Center Capital Campaign with the 
goal of raising $3,000,000 to finance half of the construction 
cost. We hope many alumni and friends of TASIS will help us 
reach this goal in whatever way you can, small and large. We 
are grateful for those generous leadership donors who have 
already committed to funding a fifth of our goal (see pg. 9).

This issue highlights life on campus as well as the pursuits of 
our more recent and older alumni, out in the world making a 
difference. Our inspired and very capable Headmaster highlights 
the Strategic Plan for the next three years. Commencement 
speaker US Ambassador Donald Beyer inspired our Senior 
class last May, and TASIS veteran Headmaster Lyle Rigg will 
inspire our graduates this May as he presents his volume The 
Wit and Wisdom of Mary Crist Fleming to each senior. And 
we feature the grand opening last spring of our beautiful new 
Palmer Cultural Center, funded by Alumnus John E. Palmer 
‘64’s legacy gift and other generous alumni.

Our alumni stay connected as many lifelong friendships were 
forged at TASIS. Peruse the Alumni News and photos from 
the many TASIS gatherings held around the world, and plan 
to attend an upcoming reunion (see pg. 40). 

The School is very much alive and well, and making a difference 
in transforming the lives of young people entrusted to our 
care. Please find the chance to visit and see for yourselves. 
You are always welcome!

With every good wish to each of you,

Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ‘63, 
Chairman of the Board



Spring 2011 - 1

               
3 Class of 2010, Awards, US Ambassador Beyer’s Big Ideas
4 The Sciences at TASIS
7 Building a Sustainable Future, David Mayernik
8 Campo Science Center Capital Campaign
9 Young Scientists Are Our Future, Riccardo Braglia
10 Where Are TASIS Scientists Now?                      
 Tiffany Misrahi ‘03, Jeannette Warren Smith ‘05, Hannah Walton ‘06,
 Quchat Shekarri ‘07, Chris McLaren ‘07, Emily Gammoh ‘08, 
 Stefan Gygax ‘08, Michael Kaiser ‘09, Ulkar Guliyeva ‘09, 
 Henry Weiss ‘09, Arne Van Hauwermeiren ‘10
12 Khan-Page Master Teacher Award: Mark Aeschliman; Sam Lippa Retires
13 Palmer Cultural Center Opening
 Ken Biller ‘82, Jeanie Cunningham ‘75, Brad Farwell PG’84,  
 Darby Hinton ‘75, Ollie Rasini ‘99, Jack Savoretti ‘01, Billy Zane ‘84; 
 Kay Hamblin, Todd Fletcher, Gary Malins, Candace Owen-Williams
16 Clark Scholarship Winner: Selina Baechli ‘11
17 Founder’s Day & Family Weekend   
18 MCF: What a Life! Musical Revival on Campus      
19  Global Issues Network
20 A Changing Campus: Progress on the Global Village
22 Honor Roll of Donors: Alumni and Parent Annual Giving
24 TASIS Legacy Society
25 Financial Summary
27 Publications & Videos: The Wit & Wisdom of Mary Crist Fleming, 
 Stages of Life, TASIS on Film, eTASIS Today
28 Alumni Making a Difference
 Bob Armantrout ‘76, Nounou Taleghani ‘81, Harold E. Doley III ‘86,
 Christiana Wyly ’99, Maude Glore PG‘67, Mehrdad Dabbagh ‘79 
35 Reunions Around the World
40 Alumni & Faculty News
52 Competitive Privilege: Carla Arimont ‘94
53 TASIS Summer Programs       
 

CONTENTS

The Sciences
at TASIS4

Senior Editor
Lynn Aeschliman

Editor & Writer
Kristin Pedroja

Contributing Photographers
Michele Kestenholz, Kim Nelson,
TASIS Faculty & Students

Address Changes
alumni@tasis.ch
Alumni Office c/o TASIS
CH-6926 Montagnola, 
Switzerland

Graphic Design
Michele Kestenholz

Story Submissions
alumni@tasis.ch
Attention:
Yvonne Procyk

Alumni News 
Editors
Yvonne Procyk
Zuleika Tipismana

Cover: The Sciences at TASIS
Science Department Chair Alexander Ogilvie and Middle School students 
(l-r) Sergey Sherstnikov, Diego Antunes Domiciano, Jie Ji, and Amanda Antunes Domiciano

© Copyright TASIS
The American School In Switzerland 
Printer: Lepori & Storni, Lugano

31

fsc-
logo



TASIS TODAY - 2

Instruction: Expand professional growth 
opportunities tied to a thorough and 
consistent faculty appraisal process.  
• Provide appropriate staffing and training 
for all teachers to improve instruction to EAL 
students. • Increase professional development 
opportunities for teachers (especially on-campus). 
• Faculty retention: Increase retention of 
excellent faculty with particular attention to 
mid-career teachers. • Continue to expand 
year-round off-campus housing for faculty. • 
Continue and increase the pace of instructional 
technology upgrades.

Middle School: Restructure and focus 
Grades 6-8 to build a distinct identity, 
increased academic and social support, 
cohesive administration and faculty, and 
a more developmentally-appropriate 
program. • Increase collegial teamwork with 
age-appropriate curricular, instructional, and 
assessment practices. • Move toward a single 
campus area for MS classrooms, common 
space, boarding rooms, faculty apartments, and 
administrative offices.

Admissions: Increase applicant pool to 
improve selectivity as we move toward 
our long-term target enrollment of 740 
students in Grades Pre-K through 13. 
Increase percentage of native English- 
speakers (particularly Americans). Increase 
re-enrollment. • Expand the Admissions team.  
• Expand and personalize the admissions process 
for prospective Elementary School families.  
• Improve assessment instruments to allow 
more clear decisions on general academic 
suitability and grade/course placements.  
• Collect, analyze, and use more effectively 
data from enrolling, continuing, and departing 
families. • Pursue creative marketing strategies 
(eg. Facebook, Twitter, digital publications, 
etc.). • Increase financial aid initiatives, 
including targeted merit scholarships. • Improve 
retention of current students to strengthen 
the core and continuity of the School.  

Foundational Documents: Continue to 
ensure that the programs are in alignment 
with the School’s foundational documents, 
the Paideia and Mission Statement. • Institute 
a HS uniform (as an expression of wholesome 
beauty and a way to resist objectification, 
commercialism, and competition among 
students). • Support physical fitness and healthy 
living more actively (more rigorous enforcement 

of a smoke-free campus, improved nutritional 
quality of food, etc.). • Teach democracy, the 
rule of law, and the balance of rights and 
responsibilities as core features of Western 
civilization. • Expand the work of Student 
Councils in the ES, MS, and HS. 

TASIS England: Work cooperatively with 
TASIS England to share resources and 
leverage the organization’s strengths. 
• Continue and strengthen faculty/staff 
exchanges (short professional development 
visits). • More actively coordinate faculty 
committees and teams working on EAL curricula, 
College Counseling, Learning Support, and 
Admissions. 

Sustainability: Explore all possible options 
for containing costs, keeping tuition as 
affordable as possible, and promoting 
environmental sustainability and steward-
ship on campus. • Tighten controls on 
budgetary compliance and assess all current 
programs for economic sustainability. • Promote 
simple means of conservation and stewardship  
(closing doors and windows, turning off lights, 
reducing water use, recycling) more aggressively 
with students, faculty, and staff. • Conduct a 
comprehensive independent audit of energy 
use on campus – aiming to reduce waste with 
heating, lighting, and the use of electricity and 
water.

The Global Village: Continue with the 
sequence of the Global Village Master 
Plan projects at the most appropriate pace.  
• Open the Palestrina/Arte classroom facility 
by September, 2012. • Complete the Campo 
Science Center capital campaign by 2013-2014 
and open the building by September, 2014.  
• Construct an on-campus parking lot (65 
cars) and swimming pool by 2015. • Continue 
planning for the Campo synthetic sports field 
and Corona dormitory.

Whether you are an alumnus, a parent, or a 
student yourself, you can be sure we are striving 
with the youthful spirit of our Founder to make 
“good old TASIS” far better than just good.

Sincerely,

  

  Michael Ulku-Steiner 
  Headmaster 

Graduation
Award 
Winners

US Ambassador to Switzerland 
Donald S. Beyer Jr.
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Excerpts from US Ambassador to 
Switzerland Donald S. Beyer Jr.’s 
inspiring Graduation speech. For the 
complete transcript of the speech, 
see www.tasis.ch/tasistoday.

This is a very important day – and one that 
you will remember all of your life. This marks 
the bright line between childhood and 
adulthood. I want to share five ideas with 
you that have helped me have a happier 
and more interesting life.

Idea 1: Take care of yourself. The heart 
of wisdom is being able to think ahead, to 
imagine what your life looks like down the 
road, then do the smartest thing today.

Idea 2: Accept every invitation. Don’t 
waste  your life washing your hair and 

Big Ideas getting stuck in old routines. When you 
accept every invitation, you make possible 
all kinds of new experiences, new friends, 
and new ideas. 

Idea 3: Make no little plans. If you are 
going to do something, do it BIG. When 
you plan big things, in fact, big things 
usually happen. Although often not the 
things you actually planned.

Idea 4: Attitude is everything.  A 
great attitude – positive, optimistic – 
can overcome many hard times. Positive 
people heal more quickly. People with 
great attitudes are happier and get the 
most out of life. Best of all, you can choose 
your attitude.

Idea 5: When God closes a door, he 
opens a window. Actually, that’s an 
understatement. When God or fate or 

life shuts off some opportunity, there 
are often two or three or four new doors 
that crack ajar – but you have to go look 
for them.  Life is endless possibility. You 
can make your defeats and your losses 
temporary. 

In 1997, I lost the race for Governor of 
Virginia. I had spent nine years, seven days 
a week, getting ready for that one election 
day – and then I lost by 200,000 votes – 
not even close. But that defeat opened 
new doors – to being a much more 
engaged father, a better husband, and 
an early friendship with some guy named 
Barack Obama…and my appointment as 
Ambassador to Switzerland.

And one last idea. Say yes to life in all 
that you do. It goes fast. Celebrate it. 
Affirm it. Don’t quit on life. And love till 
you love it away.

Class of 2010

Ambassador’s Cup for Excellence in American History, Ottavio Domenighini
Khan Award for Excellence in Mathematics, Ottavio Domenighini
The Scholarship Cup, Salutatorian, Arne Van Hauwermeiren
The Scholarship Cup, Valedictorian, Anna Lindsoe
The Headmaster’s Award, Patrick Cross
ECIS Award for International Understanding, Jessica Cruz
Service Cup, Anna Shabalova & Nicole Babbitt
Leadership Award, Sylvie Coll
H. Miller Crist Award, Jacob Hibbard

Excellence in Art, Johannes Huntenburg
Bertha Seifert Award for Excellence in Music, Jacob Hibbard
Dürrschmidt Award for Excellence in Photography, Dila Capkinoglu
Excellence in Drama, Jacob Hibbard & Anna Shabalova
Excellence in Musical Theater, Richard Parsons
Excellence in English as an Additional Language, Anna Lindsoe
Excellence in Modern Languages, Tracy Lin
Excellence in English, Nicole Babbitt
Excellence in History, Anna Lindsoe
Excellence in Science, Arne Van Hauwermeiren
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Making the Sciences Live at TASIS
Creating roller coasters out of pipe insulation, constructing 
a car powered by a mousetrap, and building bridges out of 
matchsticks may sound like child’s play. But when used in the 
context of a science class, these familiar objects take on new 
and engaging dimensions. 

For many years, TASIS has been fortunate to have creative, 
impassioned teachers in the Science Department; indeed, many 
of the alumni profiled in this issue were inspired to continue their 
science education due to their teachers at TASIS. Our students 
are learning and enjoying these topics thanks to teachers who 
are making it interesting and relevant by incorporating hands-
on practical work and using creative teaching methods. A survey 
of the projects and activities in each course determines that this 
tradition of vibrant learning is alive and well on campus.

Physics
In his higher-level IB Physics courses, Matthew Walker links 
physics with the math the students are learning simultaneously. 
A highlight of this course is the fall Academic Travel trip to 
the European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN) in 
Geneva. “Switzerland already has the most famous particle 
physics laboratory in the world. This is a great location for 
students to come to study physics and think about a possible 
future in the field,” Walker says. The students also visit the 
Mühleberg Hydroelectric and Nuclear Plants, and a wind farm 
in Mont-Crosin. These activities cover more than a dozen IB 
Core Objectives. 

“This is an invaluable trip,” Walker says. “These places spark the 
interest of many students as they think about the best ways for 
the world to produce the energy to fulfill its needs. We spend 
three weeks studying energy production and particle physics 
before we leave for Academic Travel, and they get to see these 
principles in the real world. What better way to learn?” 

Ecology,  
IB Environmental-Systems-and-Society
Extending coursework beyond textbooks is something all TASIS 
science teachers feel is important. “Ecology naturally lends 
itself to hands-on learning,” says Joshua Keith, Ecology and IB 
Environmental Systems teacher. “Students can be inspired by 
each other and are encouraged to explore and solve problems 
independently, rather than by predetermined models.” For his 
courses, Keith uses digital measuring equipment and hydroponic 
systems, and creates computer-generated models to measure the 
growth of plant populations. 

Chemistry
IB Chemistry, taught by Department Chair Alexander Ogilvie, 
also encourages students to think on their own. “The concept 
of IB revolves around the students designing experiments, 
making connections between topics and the different sciences, 
and seeing the relevance of the subject,” Ogilvie says. His 
students predictably delight in the explosive and colorful 
experiments, but also enjoy the detailed analytical work, 
where students find satisfaction in solving specific problems.  
“Great emphasis is placed on the fact that science is not a 
regurgitation of facts but is a framework of understanding 
that is constantly increased and is used to solve problems and 
to explain observations.”

The

ciences
at TASIS
S
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Middle School Science
For Middle Schoolers a hands-on approach is crucial. “What 
better way to really understand the heart and the circulation 
system than to dissect a heart and see all the chambers and blood 
vessels?” says Ogilvie. Ilana Saxe uses projects to ensure her 
students understand the topics, including having students create 
a travel guide to the parts of the cell and video public-service 
announcements about the impact of acid rain on living and non-
living things. Brett Merritt uses a program called Fast Plants to 
help teach his Middle School students about fertilization and 
photosynthesis. The plants are a fast-growing variety of mustard 
plant, which are sowed, cared for, and observed over a span of 
24 days. Students collect data as the plants change from seed to 
flower to fully-developed fruit. “Fast Plants captures the students’ 
imaginations and fuels their curiosity,” says Merritt. 

Eighth Graders enhance their learning with a spring Academic 
Travel trip to Valencia, Spain, where they visit Oceanogràfic, 
the largest aquarium in Europe, and the Principe Felipe Science 
Museum, which teaches science through interactive exhibits. 
Students also visit BioParc, a sustainable zoo. Throughout the 
trip they keep detailed Academic Journals which helps them 

“Science shouldn’t be 
limited to dusty textbooks, 
rewriting definitions, and 
memorizing a history of past 
discoveries.”

- Joshua Keith, Ecology and IB Environmental-
Systems-and-Society teacher

The

further engage with the activities through photography, 
stories, drawings, and talks. This year, the students delighted 
in discovering science in action. Merritt explains, “Many of 
our 8th Graders returned from Valencia proudly announcing 
they discovered one of the key ingredients in Spanish paella 
was the ‘pistil’ of a flower, a part they knew because of their 
Fast Plants unit.”

Biology
Started by Howard Stickley in the fall of 2000, the IB Biology 
Academic Travel trip helps to promote understanding of 
various IB Core Objectives. The students travel to Airolo and 
Besate, both along the Ticino River, and take samplings to 
identify the diversity of organisms in the river. This, along 
with dissolved oxygen and nitrate levels, indicates the 
pollution levels in each area. “The students learn to identify 
river organisms, use Vernier probes to test for dissolved 
substances, understand and see how pollution affects the 
diversity of organisms in the water, and test abiotic factors 
affecting tree growth,” says Ogilvie. The data collected is 

Clockwise, from top: 
Ulkar Gulyeva ‘09 is now 
studying engineering; 
Gabriele Braglia and Pietro 
Aloisi identifying aquatic 
insects in the Ticino River; 
Michelle Sprenger working 
with Fast Plants; Middle 
School students Francesca 
Mereghetti, Isabella, 
Piconi, Antonella Piconi, 
and Gabriella Piconi  
dissecting pig stomachs. 
On left: IB Physics 
students (l-r) Damey 
Agrba, Matthieu Popesco, 
Alex Mamyshev,Georgy 
Kobakhidze, and Yee Hun 
Kim visit CERN.
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Building a Sustainable
    he Brundtland Commission of the United Nations 
describes sustainable development as “meeting the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their own needs.” 
Traditional ways of building were inherently sustainable 
because they had to be: they were durable because all 
construction required substantial investments of manual 
effort; they did not rely on energy-intensive mechanical 
systems because natural light and air were all they 
had; they did not depend on high-embodied-energy 
materials like aluminum because they were not available 
(industrial materials are also often toxic and/or un-
recyclable). Moreover, land use was sustainable because 
transportation did not facilitate sprawl and functional 
zoning – the idea that living, working, and recreation 
are segregated into different development zones. Our 
challenge today is to learn the wisdom of the naturally 
sustainable approaches of the past, and wed them to a 
greater scientific understanding of how they work while 
employing proven modern systems that can sustain our 
more complex society. 

This is what TASIS has been doing for more than half 
a century: giving new life to old buildings and creating 
new buildings that combine the wisdom of traditional 
construction with the best of modern systems. With 
the Campo Science building, TASIS will continue to 
advance its mission of being a positive contributor to 
its environmental and cultural context; indeed, since the 
Sciences are dedicated to the study of the natural world, 
it is appropriate that their new home fits naturally into 
its environment, contributes to a model development 
that conserves open space, develops a sensible footprint 
that allows the building to enjoy full pedestrian access, 
natural light, and fresh air, is durable, and employs a 
discrete renewable energy source for its heating.

Sustainable building begins with the site: how accessible 
is it on foot, how does it impact the terrain, how well 
does it collaborate with other buildings, how does 
it minimize infrastructure, how does it work with the 
sun and climate? The TASIS Master Plan has been 
designed with all of these factors in mind, and indeed 
Campo Science occupies a critical place in the plan, a 
bridge between the village environment and the green 
hillside. The new Campo Science center is therefore 
ideally placed to study its environment, both natural 
and man-made. It is accessible on many levels, since 

The Future
While innovative teaching methods, inspiring teachers, and 
course-related trips help make learning come alive for students, 
teachers are bound by the parameters of the facilities at TASIS. 
The current labs are converted, rather than purpose-built, and 
since all classrooms are used by multiple departments, students 
must set up, conduct, then clean up their experiments each 
day, losing valuable class time. The new Campo Science Center 
will be a welcomed, appreciated new facility, designed and 
organized with space for students to work safely and effectively.

Science Department Chair Ogilvie looks forward to improved 
lab space on campus. “Currently there is only one proper lab 
- the chemistry lab in De Nobili. The others lack the space and 
basic installations to carry out practical work,” he says. “The 
new labs will be equipped with gas taps, well-placed electrical 
sockets, sinks, proper preparatory rooms, a blackout system, 
fume cupboards, and the space to carry out safe and effective 
practical work.” He feels that Campo Science will place science 
at the forefront of a TASIS education, and will allow our creative 
and highly-skilled teachers more freedom to be innovative 
with experiments. “The Arts and Languages have traditionally 
been very strong at TASIS,” Ogilvie says. “Now it’s time for 
Science. With a dedicated team and the purpose-built building 
and equipment, science can become another focus of TASIS. 
We want to encourage good science students to attend.” An 
exceptional teaching team and the state-of-the-art facilities 
of Campo Science will facilitate an excellent future for the 
Sciences at TASIS.

Interested in more about the Sciences at TASIS? Visit 
www.tasis.ch/tasistoday  for highlights of a Senior 
Humanities Program visit by renowned forensic entomologists 
Dr. Rich Merritt and Dr. Ryan Kimbirauskas, which took 
place at TASIS in March. Many of our TASIS science students 
attended presentations and forensic activities, including 
‘Maggots and Murder’, which introduced students to 
the practical application of crime-scene-based forensic 
entomology.

T
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Building a Sustainable

its hillside location gives each end of the building and the stair 
tower direct egress onto either terraces or paths; it shares 
terraces with the Arts building, part of a number of options 
for ascending the hillside. As part of the compact village 
plan, it reduces the extent of underground services. Facing 
east-southeast, all the classrooms benefit from natural light 
past midday, and are shaded from the sun in the heat of the 
mid-afternoon; the four end laboratories have at least two 
exposures, facilitating air circulation.

As important as sustainable siting are the building’s footprint 
and volume: do they adapt to the form of the terrain, do they 
have a shape that can be naturally illuminated and ventilated 
(does the building minimize mechanical means of lighting, 
ventilation, and circulation), is the building simple enough to 
be adaptable over time to other needs, and does it maximize 
its volume so that it is not wasteful or inefficient? In all of these 
cases TASIS has been prudent in building structures that take 
advantage of their hillside settings, and that are traditionally 
proportioned, with often single-loaded corridors to allow all 
rooms a view. The buildings are relatively simple in shape, with 
clear, straightforward room organizations and a minimum of 
horizontal and vertical circulation space.

The UN definition of sustainable development may be a minimum 
definition, restricted to defining how our development will not 
negatively affect the future. Still, it is often honored more in the 
breach than the observance. In many cases quick fix solutions 
like solar panels (which have life spans of approximately 20 
to 25 years) substitute for careful planning, and durability is 
sacrificed to speed of construction. TASIS has made itself an 
internationally-regarded model of sustainable planning 
and building, a logical consequence of its heritage of 
studying the best of the European tradition. The idea that 
our built environment is beautiful enough that we will 
want to preserve it is almost never mentioned, but this 
is one of the most critical aspects of building durably. At 
the new Campo Science building, TASIS will continue to 
make itself a leader in ecologically-responsible building, 
building for the future, and shaping future generations 
of responsible builders.

– David Mayernik, Architect & Painter

Essential Aspects of Sustainable Construction
 
•  Building durably so that the building isn’t  
 obsolete or beyond reasonable maintenance  
 for the long term, measured in centuries.
•  Creating an environment that is non-toxic,  
 imagining, as well, that the building may some  
 day become raw material for other buildings  
 or end up as waste.
•  Minimizing the building’s dependence on  
 energy-intensive mechanical systems.
•  Relying, at least in part, on renewable energy  
 sources for supplying the required mechanical  
 needs.

Methods Used to Achieve Sustainability

•  TASIS builds with insulating clay blocks  
 covered in lime-based plaster as a simple,  
 highly-effective way to achieve many  
 sustainable objectives: it is durable, ecological,  
 non-toxic, and recyclable.
•  Materials and finishes include natural  
 materials such as wood, clay tile, and lime- 
 wash paint.
•  Relying on day lighting and natural ventilation  
 reduces two of the most voracious energy  
 consumers – electrical and air conditioning  
 systems.
•  Supplementing our heating systems with site- 
 produced geothermal heating (and some  
 cooling) is a low-impact way of providing  
 reliable renewable energy.
•  Incorporating sophisticated ecological lighting      
 and water-management systems.
•  Continued encouragement of recycling and 
 ecologically-minded everyday choices by  
 students, faculty, and staff.

Future
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Science is now the top priority 
of the TASIS Global Village 
Building Campaign

The strong tradition of the arts at TASIS has drawn families 
from across the globe and provided intense, worthwhile, and 
memorable experiences to countless students. We are proud of 
the liberal arts tradition at TASIS and eager to focus attention 
on the other essential arm of the liberal arts: the Sciences. 

The new laboratories planned for Campo Science, coupled 
with our excellent teachers and curriculum, will ensure that 
TASIS is known not only for its emphasis on the Arts and 
Humanities, but also for its commitment to the Sciences. The 
Campo Science Center has planning permission as envisioned 
in the Master Plan and is scheduled for completion in 2014. 
With the help of generous alumni and friends, we will take the 
next major step forward in achieving the vision of the TASIS 
Global Village.

The Place of Science at TASIS
No full or serious understanding of truth can exist without 
systematic exposure to scientific knowledge. The wonders of 
science are part of the fabric of our everyday lives. From vaccines 
to satellites, the internet to solar power, scientific thinking has 
enriched civilization. This is why we teach a science course at 
every grade level. Whether it is Chemistry, Biology, Physics, or 
Ecology, TASIS teachers make science interesting and relevant, 
and impress upon their students the importance of mastering 
and expanding their scientific knowledge.

An integral part of the TASIS mission is to transmit “the heritage 
of Western civilization and world cultures: the creations, 
achievements, traditions, and ideals from the past that offer 
purpose in the present and hope for the future.” By investing 
in the most advanced science center possible, we can live out 

this part of our educational philosophy, encouraging students 
to question, experiment, theorize, and explore. The generation 
of students now enrolled at TASIS will confront some of the 
most daunting challenges humanity has ever faced: from 
climate change to global pandemics, from recurrent famine 
to water scarcity. We must prepare our students  to face these 
challenges and turn them into opportunities. 

The Need for a Science Center
We have excellent teachers in the natural sciences, but the 
spaces on campus currently allocated to them are outdated, 
inadequate, and crowded. The laboratories are small and the 
rooms are not adequately equipped to allow every student 
hands-on experience to carry out many scientific experiments. 
In this competitive educational environment students need 
better facilities: a new, purpose-built, fully-equipped, state-of-
the-art science center. The new laboratories will have generous 
work spaces, power sockets, sinks, gas taps, and equipment 
necessary to conduct a variety of secure and safe experiments 
for all grade levels. Separate lab preparatory rooms will further 
increase the teaching space. Campo Science will be the most 
advanced science center among competing schools and will 
help us to build on our reputation for excellence. 

These new facilities, coupled with our exceptional teachers 
and curriculum, will ensure that TASIS is renowned for its 
commitment to the Arts, Humanities, and Sciences. The Campo 
Science Center will help us provide a complete liberal arts 
education, rich in both tradition and innovation, creating 
graduates who are idealistic and empirically literate, and good 
stewards who understand the importance of natural resources 
and sustainable policies and communities.

From l to r:  
M.C. Fleming Library, Palestra, Palmer Cultural Center, Lanterna, Palestrina (2012), Corona (2018), Campo Science Center (2014)
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Young 
Scientists 
Are Our Future
Pacesetter Riccardo Braglia 
on the importance of 
science in education

TASIS father Riccardo Braglia has 
always been fascinated by science, 
and spent his teenage years 
working in the labs of the family pharmaceutical business, Helsinn. 
As the company grew, so did Riccardo’s involvement, and he now 
serves as CEO of The Helsinn Group, which employs 438 people 
in Switzerland, Ireland, and the US, and invests over 20% of their 
annual turnover into research and development.

It’s not surprising that Riccardo is outspoken about the need for 
high-quality science facilities for students. “The real scientific mind 
of any person is built between the ages of 14 to 18 years,” he says. 
“I believe it is fundamental that all students in middle and high 
school study the sciences well, and can put scientific principles into 
practice in proper, high-quality labs.”

He sees the need to inspire young people to embrace science. “It 
is important to help students develop their ideas and challenge 
them inside the framework of science lessons and put them into 
real practice in the labs.”

Born in Milan, Riccardo lived in London, Philadelphia, and Lisbon 
before settling in Lugano in 1985. He is active in the Lugano 
community, serves on the Chamber of Commerce, and is vice 
president of the Lugano Tigers basketball club. He is also a husband 
and father of two boys, both TASIS students, and serves on the 
TASIS Board of Directors. It’s a busy life, but Riccardo dedicates 
specific time for his various activities. “I travel around the world 
for work, but I am always in contact with Ticino reality,” he says. 
His family is also active in local and international charity projects, 
including spearheading a kindergarten, elementary, and middle 
school for 400 students in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. “Charity projects 
have always been a key element in my life,” he says, noting that 
they are also excellent learning experiences for his children. “TASIS 
has also influenced my sons. Thanks to friends from many different 
countries, they have acquired an open-minded attitude and have 
appreciated studying subjects in both Italian and English.”

Riccardo hopes to enhance the learning for his sons by supporting 
the Campo Science Capital Campaign with a CHF 310,000 
donation. “I’ve been involved for many years in the sciences, and 
while the Arts are very well-taught and supported, Science is still 
a little bit behind. This was the main reason behind my donation, 
with the aim to start the building of Campo Science as soon as 
possible.” Encouraging students to push themselves is crucial to 
creating the scientists of tomorrow, and, as Riccardo says, “It is 
important to build science knowledge from youth. TASIS is now a 
good school; in the future, it will also be a great science school.”

Campo Science Center
 
Campaign Goal: $3,000,000

Half of the cost, with one-fifth already donated or pledged:

• Helsinn Pharmaceuticals - Riccardo Braglia CHF 310,000
• Rick Bell PG‘65 & Paulise Bell $250,000
• Pioneer/Dupont $100,000

Cost                            CHF 6,050,000

Building                        CHF 5,500,000 
Six science laboratories, 
Information Technology Center,  
three classrooms     

Furnishings & equipment                                  CHF 400,000
for 6 laboratories             

Landscaping & utilities                                     CHF 150,000

Naming Opportunities (in US Dollars)

Building                         $1,500,000
Laboratories (6)                              @ $250,000
Information Technology Center                                $250,000
General classrooms (3)                    @ $100,000
Preparation rooms (3)                     @   $50,000
Faculty workroom                                                     $50,000
Office                                                             $50,000
Laboratory work benches (18)                     @   $10,000

For more information, please contact the Headmaster 
michael.ulku-steiner@tasis.ch

Donations to the US TASIS Foundation Inc., a Section 501(c)(3) 
non-profit educational organization, and to the Swiss Foundation are 
tax-deductible to the extent allowable in their respective countries. 
Thank you!

From l to r:  
M.C. Fleming Library, Palestra, Palmer Cultural Center, Lanterna, Palestrina (2012), Corona (2018), Campo Science Center (2014)
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Where Are TASIS Scientists Now? 
TASIS Today catches up with Science Award winners and recent grads excelling in the Sciences

Tiffany Misrahi ’03 Award Winner
After graduation, Tiffany studied international business at Warwick 
University before doing a Masters in Development Management at 
the London School of Economics, which sparked an interest in social 
and economic development. After working on the International 
Trade Centre’s poverty reduction program for two years, she began 
working as an analyst at the World Economic Forum in Geneva. 
It’s not surprising that her spirit of inclusion and compassion was 
rooted in her time at TASIS: “I found the people at TASIS very open 
and kind to newcomers.” Tiffany cites Chemistry teacher Jim Haley 
as “incredible. He motivated me to work harder and push myself 
to be great.” 

Jeanette Warren Smith ’05 Award Winner
Jeanette started college at the University of Findlay (Ohio) 
wanting to be a veterinarian, but a course in Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS) had her immediately hooked. “I 
knew it would be something I would have to continue. I 
did my Honors thesis project using GIS.” Currently living 
in Beirut with her family, Jeanette hopes to return to 
Ohio and find a job in GIS before pursuing her Master’s 
from Penn State. “My interest and skills in scientific and 
analytical knowledge stem from TASIS teachers Jim Haley, 
Howard Stickley, and Jim Shields. Without them, I might 
just be another student who hates science and math,” 
she says. She’s also getting her teaching certification: “My 
distant dream is to return to work at TASIS.” 

Hannah Walton ’06 Award Winner
Hannah knew at the age of nine what she wanted to do: 
“I watched a television program about Médecins Sans 
Frontières and was inspired to aim for a medical career. 
When I began medical school I knew I’d chosen the right 
path because I love it so much.” Currently she attends St. 
George’s, part of the University of London, and enjoys the 
clinical emphasis of the course. A foundation of IB-level 
courses has proven essential to Hannah’s studies. “Danielle 
Chaput and Howard Stickley were both amazing as they 
helped me achieve the necessary levels in IB Chemistry and 
Biology respectively. I will always be grateful to TASIS for my 
education, and to my two science mentors in particular.”

Quchat Shekarri ’07 Award Winner 
Food science had always fascinated Quchat, and 
a course her freshman year caused her to drop 
her biotechnology course and pursue degrees in 
Chemistry, Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, and 
Food Science. “Food science has a strong base 
in the core sciences (chemistry, biology, physics). 
As someone who has always been interested in 
science, I find it easy to understand the main 
principles in food science.” Quchat spent last 
summer interning with Penn State’s famed 
Berkey Creamery, and hopes to one day work as 
a food scientist in quality assurance and product 
development. Quchat feels her TASIS experience 
laid the foundation of her current studies. “I 
had great science teachers at TASIS who where 
encouraging and always willing to help. That 
played a big role in my decision to pursue a 
career in science.” 

Emily Gammoh ’08 Award Winner
Emily decided the summer before her senior year that she would go into medicine, and is currently in her 
third year at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland in Bahrain. “There isn’t much that is easy about studying 
medicine,” she says. “What is easy is staying interested in what you are studying, which is helped by the early 
patient contact we’re given at my school.” Especially challenging is the physical ability to stay awake and alert 
during long hospital shifts. Emily’s time at TASIS helped cement her desire to succeed in the sciences. “Being 
a part of the IB program at TASIS helped me adjust more easily to the type of studying I do here.” 
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Where Are TASIS Scientists Now? 

Henry Weiss ’09
As stated in his college 
admissions essay (published 
in TASIS Today, 2010), 
Henry used to leave fruit in 
a shed near his childhood 
garden and would ‘operate’ 
on the decaying carcasses. 
It’s unsurprising that Henry 
is already leaning towards 
surgery as a career. Currently 
studying science at Xavier, 
Henry will apply to medical 
school in the US after 
completing his degree in May. While at TASIS, 
Henry recalls the field work in Switzerland and 
Italy as pivotal to his appreciation of the sciences. 
“These trips helped me not only appreciate the 
beauty and complexity of the sciences, but also 
to develop an aesthetic appreciation towards 
nature and my surroundings.” His IB courses 
were a strong foundation for his current work. “I 
am interested in molecular and cellular biology, 
as well as the cardiovascular physiology, and 
this was the broad theme of my extended essay 
for the IB diploma while at TASIS.”

Chris McLaren ’07 Award Winner 
Known at TASIS as a bright, insightful student, Christopher has always had 
a passion for science. “I always wanted to do something mathematical 
or scientific, and thus I am studying mechanical engineering.” He is in his 
final year at École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne and is enjoying 
the challenge of his courses. He remembers his time at TASIS fondly, 
especially the teachers who inspired his studies. “TASIS was also great for 
meeting a lot of international people and exploring different cultures,” 
he says.

Stefan Gygax ’08
Stefan wasn’t a science fan until he was at his wit’s end 
with memorizing the Krebs, ETS, and Glycolysis steps for 
a test. “I thought to myself, why must I do this? If I ever 
need this in my line of work in the future, I could google 
it. Then something went CLICK! And I really understood 
what those metabolic processes meant. It was a feeling that 
was beyond euphoric – the feeling of true knowledge. Since 
then I’ve been longing for that feeling as often as I can.” 
Currently studying Materials Science and Engineering 
at the University of California-Berkeley, Stefan hopes to 
return to Switzerland for graduate school, but might just 
apply to teach science at TASIS beforehand, to “lighten 
my academic load, but not to eliminate it completely”. 
Eventually he hopes to work for a Swiss company. 

Michael Kaiser ’09 Award Winner 
“I believe it is important to diversify one’s 
education,” says Michael, currently studying at 
the University of Zurich. “I’ve chosen a double 
major in Chemistry and Business in order to 
diverge from the picture of the pure scientist or 
pure entrepreneur.” It’s clever thinking. As he 
says, “I will not just know how to work in the 
management section of a company, but will also 
know what is achievable and likely to be profitable 
in the field of chemistry.” Michael plans to transfer 
to a US university for his Master’s in Organic 
Chemistry or Biochemistry and then work for a 
pharmaceutical or renewable-energy company to 
gather work experience before pursuing an MBA.

Ulkar Guliyeva ’09
Choosing a focus is difficult for students talented in both 
sciences and languages, and for Ulkar, this decision took a 
long time. “Eventually I realized that my love for sciences 
won’t help me much in a Linguistics major, but languages 
might be useful in science.” So she took a risk and decided 
to pursue a degree in Mechanical Engineering. Ulkar has 
enjoyed every class she’s taken so far at Northeastern 
University in Boston. “My interest in sciences and math first 
started at TASIS,” she says, recalling the difficulty of her IB 
Chemistry HL and IB Mathematics HL courses. “My favorite 
class was Jim Shields’ IB Mathematics class, which helped 
me discover how much I love math. I’m very thankful to 
him for that.” 

Arne Van Hauwermeiren ’10 Award Winner
After graduating from TASIS, Arne began studying civil 
engineering at Katolieke Universiteit Leuven in Belgium. He 
was always interested in the sciences, but his teachers at 
TASIS helped prepare him for college. “When I compare 
with kids who studied in the Belgian system, I had much 
more science than they had. As you can imagine, this is a 
big advantage in engineering. One of the best things TASIS 
did was allow me to choose what I was interested in and 
learn these things at a higher level.”
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Excerpts from Headmaster Michael Ulku-Steiner’s 
speech announcing the winner of the 2010 Khan-Page 
Master Teacher Award.

For two reasons, I’ve broken our conventional pattern of 
revealing the name of an award recipient after reading all the 
traits that qualified the person for the award. First, when you 
start to talk about an Art History teacher with nearly three 
decades of experience at TASIS, there can be little suspense. 
Second, I’d like us not to be distracted by guessing games and 
checking Mark’s face as I ramble through a long citation and 
he squirms to just get it over with, take the applause, and exit 
the limelight.

So here are a few words about Mark, and why all of us can 
aspire to the kind of career he has enjoyed, and the kind of 
effect he has had on thousands of students. 

For a quarter of a century, in their Senior Exit Surveys, TASIS 
12th Graders and PGs have pointed to Mark as an extraordinary 
teacher. “I’ve never met someone who knew as much about a 
topic and loved it as much as Mr. Aeschliman does,” wrote one 
student a few years ago. Another commented: “I used to think 
that frescos and statues and paintings were just decoration for 
old buildings. Mr. Aeschliman’s Art History course taught me 
the stories behind the art and the meaning behind the stories. 
He changed the way I’ll see the world forever.” 

Mark has taught a range of courses at TASIS: English to Studio 
Art, Italian to Architecture and Design. In recent years his 
energy has been focused on three of our Senior-Humanities-
requirement options: the Art History survey, AP Art History, 
and IB Art History. He served as an AP reader for a decade. 
He piloted one of the world’s first IB Art History school-
based syllabi. He has nearly completed an impressive text and 
workbook for Art History. He is a practicing artist who has 
exhibited his work in galleries from Berlin to the Malcantone.

A TASIS Favorite Retires
For the past decade, Anselmo “Sam” Lippa has been the 
purveyor of laughter and groans for students and faculty alike. 
His jokes are the stuff of legends, and helped hundreds of 
students relax enough to learn tough topics in his mathematics 
courses. “Mr. Lippa could turn an Algebra period on a 
cold, rainy day in Giardino 2 into the best day of the year,” 
remembers Alex Zanecchia ’02. “His was one of the most 
memorable classes from my years at TASIS and he was one 
of the most engaging and thoughtful teachers I’ve ever had.” 
Headmaster Michael Ulku-Steiner says of Sam, “I wish to thank 
Sam publicly for his decade 
of service to the School, and 
for the many gifts of humor, 
care, and learning he has 
offered his students. I will 
miss Sam’s entertaining flair 
in class and his fun-loving 
spirit around campus.” A 
heartfelt thank you to Sam 
for bringing such joy to so 
many lives, and we wish him 
the best as he retires to his 
family home in Abruzzo.

As our Master Teacher’s Department Head for six years, 
Laurence Koppe also knows Mark well. Listen to one one-
hundredth of the praise that Laurence offered for his colleague. 
“Because Mark’s mastery of the material is so expert, and his 
experience with students so extensive, he has the ability to 
perfectly calibrate presentations to the level of interest and 
sophistication of his audience. “

Mark is a star. As a colleague he is consummately professional, 
affable, diplomatic, expert, organized, and responsible. As 
a teacher he leaves students amazed and captivated. He 
awakens them to the wonder of Art, and informs them deeply 
about the power of its history. 

When I talk of my aspirations for TASIS to become the school 
of choice in Switzerland, I am not talking about mere SAT, AP, 
and IB scores or college admissions lists. I mean that I want 
people around the world to recognize that this is the place 
to enroll if you seek a life-changing experience for a student 
– the kind of campus on which truth, beauty, and goodness 
are so clear, so abundant, and so inescapable that children 
and adolescents cannot help but become better learners and 
better people. Mark Aeschliman has been igniting learners and 
changing lives here for 25 years. For his skill in the classroom, 
the depth of his knowledge, and the irrepressible passion for 
his subject, he is a most fitting recipient of this year’s Khan-
Page Master Teacher Award. Congratulations, Mark.

Mark Aeschliman Wins the 2010 Khan-Page Master Teacher Award
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G r a n d  O p e n i n g  o f  t h e  P a l m e r  C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r ,  M a y  7 - 9 ,  2 0 1 0

Billy Zane ’84 hitting the final high note of Mario 
Lanza’s Beloved. Jeanie Cunningham ‘75 setting 
the room on fire with her voice and rockin’ 
guitar. Brad Farwell ’84 trembling with rage in 
his soliloquy from King Lear. Darby Hinton ‘75 
and Ollie Rasini ’99 pulling gales of laughter 
from the audience with their improv games. 
Jack Savoretti ’01 pulling tears from the eyes 
of all his teachers. And again this evening, in 
our new jewel of a theater, we were treated to 
the kind of transcendent magic that only the 
arts can provide. 

That is what you came for this weekend. And 
that is what students continue to get from the 
arts at TASIS year after year. 

Mrs. Fleming understood from the beginning 
that the arts belonged at the center of the 
School’s curriculum. Her daughter, a woman 
who spent years of her life leading a theater 
troupe around Europe, has protected and, 
now, enhanced that tradition with the Palmer 
Cultural Center. 

Even when the performing arts don’t rise to 
the level of mystical beauty, they provide that 
“streeeeeeettching” that Mrs. Fleming wished 
for her students. The Middle School musical 
may not have the slick production value of 
Broadway. But it will push our 13-year-olds 
to do more than they dreamed was possible 
when they auditioned. As Billy Zane said the 
other night, the High School musical is the 
foundation of all professional theater work. 
“Never are the stakes so high,” he said. “You’re 
performing for your friends, your parents, your 
teachers. And you’re not quite sure yet who 
you are and who you can become.”

Among the most poignant forces that drew 
me to this school, indeed the same force that 
drew many of you - is the powerful sense that 
TASIS aims higher than most other schools 
in the world. From our Founder forward, we 
have always set our sights above the mere 
delivery of curricular content or the simple 
development of skills. Without apology or 
compromise, we aim to train our students for 
and endow our students with truth, beauty, 
goodness, international understanding, and 
humanitarian action.

And  though it was the completion of a 
concrete construction project that drew 
us together this weekend, the truly 
meaningful building process is entirely 
human, and wonderfully humane. We 
are here to celebrate our friends, our 
classmates, our colleagues, our children, 
our teachers – the bonds we have forged 
so strongly in and around these buildings. 
Mrs. Fleming, who has now moved 
on to that great In-Pro trip in the sky, 
is watching us tonight from a picnic 
blanket on a starry mountaintop. Tonight 
she is very proud of her students and her 
teachers. And we too are proud and 
grateful to welcome them back to the 
TASIS stage.

Artists Abound at TASIS
Excerpts from Headmaster Michael Ulku-Steiner’s speech at the Saturday evening gala celebrating the Palmer Cultural Center

Rick PG’65 and Paulise Bell 
The Honorable Holland H. Coors
Menno and Helga De Kant
Lloyd and Annegret De Vos
John ’60 and Amy Gage
Jane Goldman ’74
Michael and Jane Grindfors
Steven PG’61 and Yvonne Maloney
Donald McDermid ’61
Jan ’68 and Birgitta Opsahl
John E. Palmer ‘64
Robert Perkin PG’66
Senator Bola and Mrs. Oluremi Tinubu
Roberto and Claude Vaglietti
VF International SAGL
Curtis McGraw Webster ‘75
Alexandra Heumann Wicki ’80

We are grateful to everyone 
who donated to this campaign! 
Special thanks to those whose 
generous donations exceeded $25,000: 
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A l u m n i  H o n o r e e s

Singer, Composer JACK SAVORETTI ’01 
made a name for himself at TASIS by reciting 
original poetry during Parents Weekend as 
a 7th Grader. After receiving a guitar for his 
16th birthday, Jack discovered songwriting, 
and has released two albums. His music has 
been featured in major television shows and 
films, and he is currently working on his third 
album. He lives in London. 
www.jacksavoretti.com

Actor, Director, Producer
BILLY ZANE ’84 spent his sophomore 
year at TASIS (1981-82) where he 
acted in The Fantasticks and made his 
directorial debut (and earned extra credit) 
with a promotional video during Ski 
Term. A Chicago native, Billy has had a 
successful Hollywood career spanning 25 
years, including major roles in television 
shows and films, and has also directed 
and produced films. In 2009, Billy was a 
member of the Jury at the Beverly Hills 
Film Festival.

Actor, Director OLLIE RASINI ’99 
attended TASIS for six years as a 
day student and went on to get 
her B.A. in Theatre from Brown 
University. Co-founder of  
Teatro Delle Due, a nonprofit  
cultural association based 
in Reggio Emilia, Ollie brings  
engaging, original-language  
Shakespeare productions  
to Italians while providing 
American and British  
actors an opportunity to 
work in close contact  
with Italian culture.  
www.teatrodelledue.com

TV Actor, Director 
DARBY HINTON ’75 
was already a child 
star when he came 
to TASIS in 1974. 
Best known for his 
childhood role in the 
popular television 
show Daniel Boone, 
Darby now has 
established a second 
career in life coaching 
for children and adults 
in the television and 
film business.

Writer, Singer, Composer JEANIE 
CUNNINGHAM ’75 traces her ‘big 
break’ to her time at TASIS, where 
she attended a Tina Turner concert 
in Zurich and was so moved that 
she got herself backstage after the 
show and played for Tina, who was 
so impressed that she helped launch 
Jeanie’s songwriting career. Jeanie has 
performed with Ike and Tina Turner, 
David Crosby, and Lionel Ritchie, 
and has written music for Mitsubishi, 
Chevron, Toshiba, and Yamaha, 
among others, and is producer and 
host of The Composer’s Corner, which 
explores the art of songwriting and 
music technology. 
www.thecomposerscorner.com

Writer, Producer, Director
KEN BILLER ’82 has written, 
produced, and/or directed over 
300 hours of television for 
most major US networks and 
studios. His work can be seen in 
over 120 countries. He has also 
produced theatrical productions 
in Boston and Chicago and on 
Broadway.

Actor, Writer BRAD 
FARWELL PG ’84 performed 
at TASIS under Larry Lowe 
and went on to attend the 
Webber Douglas Academy of 
Dramatic Art in London, where 
he developed a love for theater 
classics. He has performed 
in respected venues across 
America and has worked in 
film and television. He is also a 
playwright. 
www.bradfordfarwell.com

Andrew Pelly ‘10 and Brad Farwell
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F a c u l t y  H o n o r e e s

TODD FLETCHER has been part 
of the TASIS family since 1988 
and has created nearly a dozen 
original musicals for TASIS, 
including MCF: What a Life!
in honor of Mrs. Fleming’s 90th 
birthday. Todd primarily works in 
Berlin, where he runs programs 
for disadvantaged youth through 
his nonprofit organization, 
PluralArts International. Todd is 
also a screenwriter and spent 
the spring in Lugano as musical 
director for the revival of MCF: 
What a Life!.

KAY HAMBLIN joined 
TASIS in 1996 and staged 
nearly 30 productions in 
her time, from Shakespeare 
to Sondheim to Rogers & 
Hammerstein. Adored by 
her students, Kay inspired 
countless children to get 
involved in the theater 
through performing, 
set design, lighting, and 
production design. She 
retired in 2010.

GARY MALINS came to 
TASIS in 1992 and spent eight 
years as Musical Director, 
leading his choirs in a set 
of ambitious performances, 
including Haydn’s Nelson 
Mass, Stravinsky’s Symphony 
of Psalms, Pergolesi’s Stabat 
Mater, and Faure’s Requiem. 
An accomplished musician, 
Gary currently lives and teaches 
in Brighton, England.

CANDACE OWEN-WILLIAMS 
taught English and Drama at TASIS 
from 1991 to 1996. She inspired her 
students to explore their creativity 
by writing, casting, and directing 
their own scripts. Since leaving 
TASIS, Candace taught in New York 
and currently works in Virginia, 
where she teaches and stages high-
quality productions at the Carlisle 
School.

Michele Josue ‘97 (left), whose inspiration and hard work 
truly created a memorable weekend. Mille grazie, Michele! 
With Ava Klein ‘97

Patricia Schmidt ‘04 and Kay Hamblin

For a further peek into the festivities of this special weekend, including a complete list 
of donors and activities throughout the weekend, see www.tasis.ch/tasistoday
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The Cathy Clark (TASIS ’87) Scholarship 
was established by alumni parents Lt. 
Colonel Robert and Mrs. Ann Clark in 
memory of their daughter, Cathy, who 
credited her years at TASIS as preparing 

Winner of the 2010 Clark Scholarship
The Cathy Clark Memorial Scholarship

her for success in her chosen career in 
public service and law enforcement. 
Voted on by the entire faculty, the Award 
honors a Junior who shows exceptional 
dedication to Community Service.

Dear Mrs. Fleming, 
I know it is kind of a long shot writing a letter to you, but they say that it’s the thought that counts. I know I only met you a few 
times last year, but I actually miss you. You’re just one of the funniest people I’ve ever met. Do you know they still tell stories about 
you? I think it’s sad that so many students who are here this year never got the chance to meet you. But don’t worry, we entertain 
them with the stories that will be passed down for as long as TASIS is a school. No one really knows whether these events actually 
happened, but no one cares because they are great stories.

I also want to thank you simply for the person that you were. You don’t know how inspiring you were to so many students, 
including me. You made something out of your life, you followed your dreams, and you did not let anyone stop you. I want to do 
the same, and the possibility that I might succeed seems much bigger now that I know someone who did.

A few weeks ago, for example, Jacob Hibbard and I were making jokes about why they were serving bourbon at the gala instead of 
Jack Daniels. Or everyone knows the story about how you used to put lipstick on again before going to bed, in case there was an 
emergency at night and you had the chance to kiss a good-looking fireman. The clearest memory I have of you is watching you glide 
around campus on a sunny day. Every time you showed up both students and teachers “flew” to you, simply because being with 
you just seemed to make the whole day better. The sun seemed stronger and everyone was smiling, not wiping off the red lip prints 
left on cheeks from your kisses.

But my favorite story of you is one that was told at your funeral. It’s the one about your punishment for some students a while ago, 
when you were still headmistress, I think. The students had done something really stupid; they never told us what they did, but when 
you asked them why they had done it they said that they were “bored”. They told us that that was the moment when you got really 
upset at them and told them that they should go to the stazione and take the first train they saw to its final destination. Wherever 
they ended up, they should stay until they could find all the beautiful things about the place. I don’t know why I like this particular 
anecdote so much; maybe because it is so simple but powerful, or because it’s just beautiful. The funny thing is that if they told me 
this story about someone else I wouldn’t have believed it at all. But seeing that it was you…

After half a page I will actually get to my point. Thank you. I really wanted to say thank you. Thank you for everything you’ve done 
and the fact that you kept believing in what you did. I know that like everyone else I’m often complaining about TASIS, complaining 
about the chicken and potatoes, always pasta on Monday, the fact that there are so many rules when I just want to be free to do 
whatever I want to do. The fact is that, although I can’t wait for summer, I really like this place. It is a beautiful campus built on 
beautiful ideas. I think that one can still feel this; the past of the School is deeply embedded in it today.

                           Thank you and I love you,
                           Selina

The 2010 recipient, Selina Baechli ‘11, 
tirelessly gives of herself to make the 
world around her a better place, whether 
helping with little tasks on campus, 
offering a hand after class, or working 
with her Service Learning activities. 
One of the few students to be involved 
with Women’s Institute for Secondary 
Education and Research (WISER) from 
the beginning and a leading force in 
the group’s expansion this year, she 
is dedicated to spreading awareness 
about service opportunities everywhere 
she goes. As a sophomore, she used 

her talent in languages to create a tri-
lingual pamphlet (in French, German, 
and Italian) about WISER to pass out 
to the community. While on the spring 
trip to Muhuru Bay in Kenya this young 
lady listened and learned, and was as 
impacted by the relationships she formed 
as were the girls whose lives she touched. 
It is incredible to watch this student grow 
and develop in the world of service, but 
it is even more exciting to see the fire 
ignited within which will lead her on a 
lifelong commitment to service. 



I would like to thank our School 
administration for giving me this great 
opportunity to deliver a speech on a very 
important day for us.

Five years ago, when my family and I 
came to TASIS from Azerbaijan to see 
my older sister’s future school, I was 
12 years old. The magnificent campus 
that opened up in front of us as we 
got out of the taxi left me in a state of 
amazement. As Mr. Eichner was showing 
us around, introducing teachers, showing 
us classrooms, and giving us information 
about the School, I was thinking about 
how much I wouldn’t mind being a part 
of this place. Later that evening, in the 
hotel, I told my father I also wanted to 
study at TASIS. My parents remained 
silent for a minute, as they couldn’t 
believe they heard that from a boy who 
would never in his life agree to live far 
away from home and family. One month 
later I received my acceptance letter from 
TASIS. That letter was the start of the best 
period of my life.

Indeed, I owe TASIS for the best four 
years of my life. For the places I visited, 
the people I met, the knowledge I 
discovered, the responsibility and 
maturity I acquired, the view outside my 
window. But most importantly, for the 
person I’ve become. 

I want to thank the parents here who 
took a risk to send their children miles 
away to gain an education. My parents 
felt the same way five years ago, and 
now they are grateful to TASIS for the 
educational development their children 
gained here.

I’ve been a part of the TASIS family for 
four years. This is the place where I 
gained an education, experiences, and 
friends from all over the world. These 
are the people who shared the sad 
and happy moments of my life. This is 
home. TASIS showed me the world in 
every sense of the word. TASIS taught 
me how to live, how to get along with 
people, how to overcome obstacles and 
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 Family Weekend A Sophomore’s Perspective 
by Rustam Guliyev

challenges. TASIS taught me how to be 
on my own without leaving me alone in 
difficult times.

Thank you, TASIS. Thank you for the 
person who is standing in front of you 
now and representing you in front of 
hundreds of people.

 Founder’s Day In September 2010, TASIS marked a new 
tradition to honor Mrs. Fleming – Founder’s 
Day. Students, faculty, and staff gathered 
at the first assembly of the year to celebrate 
our Founder, who would have been 100 on 
September 10. Headmaster Michael Ulku-
Steiner addressed the TASIS community 
and shared some of his memories of Mrs. 
Fleming. A short segment from the video 
Pushing all the Buttons was played and 
Mrs. Fleming’s voice filled the Palestra. For 
a moment, everyone in the room felt her 
presence. Special guests for the assembly 
included composer Todd Fletcher and 
singer Melody Tibbits, who performed 
two songs from Todd’s original musical 
MCF: What a Life! The afternoon ended 
with everyone tossing yellow rose petals 
into the fountain, then enjoying pistachio 
ice cream on the piazza. Mrs. Fleming was, 
indeed, watching us all on this special day.

We hope that you can celebrate Mrs. Fleming on September 10 this year. Have a cocktail party and drink an Old Fashioned, wear 
Revlon’s Cherries in the Snow (Mrs. Fleming’s lipstick for 70 years), have dinner by candlelight with flowers on the table, call a classmate 
for a chat, have a picnic, take a trip, or throw a party full of interesting people from around the world. Let us know what you do and 
the memories that come up when celebrating a special place and a special woman.
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Musical Revival 
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 MCF:

Spring 2011 welcomed a revival of the musical written 
for Mrs. Fleming’s 90th birthday. Directed by our new 

Theater Director alumnus Rob Lazar ’86, the show  
encapsulates the life of our Founder through song 

 and story. Returning Artist-in-Residence  
and composer Todd Fletcher (pictured 

above) inspired performers and 
audiences as Musical Director,
which Lazar feels was “a great  

opportunity for the students. 
Many actors, especially 

student actors, don’t 
get to experience 
working with the 

composer as 
Musical Director. 

We are very 
fortunate.”

What a Life!

The “Six American School Girls In One American Car”
are (l to r) front row: Efua Kitcher, Arianna Rossi, Assel Kapparova; 
back row: Isabella Broggini, Hilary Aeschliman, Patrizia Wyler



Musical Revival TASIS Hosts  the
Global  Is sues  Network Summit

The Global Issues Network (GIN) is a collective of active, involved 
students from around the world who are concerned about the 
issues that face our planet. The mission of the GIN is “to help 
students realize they can make a difference by empowering them 
to work internationally with their peers to develop solutions for 
global issues.” Inspired by the Global Issues Network European 
Conference in Geneva in 2010, students from the TASIS Senior 
Humanities Program Board designed a secondary school summit 
to explore the question of global responsibility in times of crisis.  
Fundamental to the GIN model, student-led presentations were 
the highlight of the program as a means to facilitate peer-to-
peer learning.

The Senior Humanities Board, seniors Mark Pate, Selina Baechli, 
Aina Gasso, Patrick Landes, and Elyse Guizzetti, and juniors  
Kate Robinson, Tara Das, Mike Davis and Blair Darrell, facilitated 
the conference and presented “Political Intervention in Times 
of Crisis?”. Through an interactive focus on two case studies 
based on the Darfur conflict and violence in Uganda, the student 
members of the Senior Humanities Program provided their 
audience with insight on how, why, and if international actors 
should intervene in a country’s political affairs. Mark and Selina 
were also joined by Claudia Wyler and Simone Pierre-Jerome of 
the Women’s Institute for Secondary Education and Research 
(WISER) Service Learning club for a powerful presentation on 
cultural issues in Kenya. The TASIS Global Health club also shared 
two presentations as part of their Service Learning program. All 
of the TASIS presenters are to be commended for their polished 
and comprehensive performances. 

The inaugural Senior Humanities Program speaker, Andy 
Cunningham, returned to TASIS to provide the keynote address. 
In his presentation (“Share the Story, Walk the Talk: A Global 
Exploration of Humanitarian Responsibility & Action”) Andy 
brought the students to their feet. An international advocate 
for education and leader in community development, Andy 
co-founded WISER. He has been a featured speaker at the 
United Nations and the recipient of the prestigious Robertson 
Scholarship, the Truman Scholarship, the Goldman Sachs Global 
Leaders Award, and the Marshall Scholarship. He is currently at 
Oxford University pursuing his graduate degree in Comparative 
International Education. 

While the Dhahran Ahliyya Schools group from Saudi Arabia 
were unable to attend, Zurich International School, Skagerak 
International School from Norway, and Koç School from Turkey 
were in attendance. Several TASIS students elected to attend 

the workshops and a screening of the film Stolen Childhoods. 
While they may have come to fill a Service Learning requirement, 
they stayed because they were engaged in the program. The 
opportunity to bring together such a rich and varied group 
enabled the students to learn firsthand about perspectives in 
global issues and to work together. 

- Courtney Hawes,
English Department Chair
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A Changing Campus
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Progress on the Global Village
The newest building in the Master Plan, Lanterna, towers over the 
TASIS campus and anchors the hillside above Monticello. Beside it, 
Fiammetta adds welcomed new classroom space. At night both buildings 
are beautifully lit, their warm and inviting colors adding an elegant, 
sophisticated feel to the campus. 

Forty girls live in Lanterna, along with two dorm parents 
and the Headmaster and his family. The infirmary and 
four classrooms also call Lanterna home.  

Architect David Mayernik observes that “Lanterna 
caps the TASIS Global Village. It is the culmination of
the sequence of outdoor stairs, it functions as a  
gateway from above, and it acts as a frame to all the 
buildings below.”

Much of the Middle School and High School campus is  
now  centered  on the hillside, with Lanterna, Fiammetta, 
and Monticello containing 20 classrooms. Also cresting
the hill are Ca’ Goia, Alba, and Belvedere, 
where another eight classrooms 
are located. The Library and 
Palestra complete the 
academic side 
of campus.

Lanterna photograph
by Akito Goto ‘11
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A Changing Campus

The campus is enjoying a short respite in  
construction before starting the next project.  
In the fall of 2011, construction of the  Palestrina 
practice gym will begin, which will help alleviate 
the Physical  Education and sports crowding due 
to rising enrollment in all divisions. Palestrina will 
also include eight new classrooms. 

Next Project:
Palestrina 

Fiammetta classrooms
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Since 1973, Wetag Consulting Immobiliare SA has been proudly servicing 
its discerning clients assisting them with the sale of their home or the 

purchase of their dream home. The offices of the company are located in 
Lugano, Locarno and Ascona.

Wetag is managed by its two co-owners, Ueli Schnorf and Maurice Elst. 
Both owners share an extensive background in the international marketing 
and sale of luxury and ultra luxury real estate. Besides acting as speakers 
at international conferences, they are often quoted in local, national and 
international press and media. Their international clients also frequently 
commission their services as consultants for the purchase or sale of their 
international portfolios of luxury real estate, in Ticino or abroad.

Christie’s International Real Estate, Wetag 
is also a member of several other leading 
international networks for luxury real
estate. Wetag is a founding member of 
EREN, the European Real Estate Network, 
and one of its co-owners, Ueli Schnorf, 
is currently serving as a member of the 
board of directors. Furthermore, Wetag is a 
member of Luxury Portfolio International 
as well as The Leading Real Estate 
Companies of the World.

“We are probably one of the very few 
companies in Ticino that is able to service 
the niche property market for exclusive homes
and estates from CHF 10 million and up.
Our unique global networks and the  expertise 
that we have built  up dealing with luxury 
homes in Ticino, help us a great deal to provide 
this unique service to our clients”, says Ueli Schnorf. 

International recognition underlines this 
statement.   Wetag is  acknowledged  and  
regularly awarded for its achievements, 
as lately in 2011 at the Luxury Portfolio 
Summit in Las Vegas for “Highest Priced 
Sale International”, or by the magazine 
Unique Homes for “Best Cover Ever”. 

FINDING THE RIGHT HOME FOR YOU

AND YOUR FAMILY

“Wetag specializes in the high end of 
the property market, but recognizes that 
sometimes its clients require no more than 
a tiny pied-à-terre. We choose with utmost 
care, and we offer the very best of each 
price/type category”, says Maurice Elst.

The list of clients of Wetag includes 
business people or the next  door  neighbor, 

but also members of royal families, pop stars 
and famous artists, from an astonishing 69 
different nationalities.

With offi ces in Locarno, Ascona and 
Lugano and a team of experts that speaks 8 
languages (Italian, German, English, Dutch, 
French, Spanish, Portuguese and Arabic), 
the people at Wetag are committed to service 
and hard work.

COMPLETE AFTER SALES, RELOCATION AND

SETTLING-IN SERVICES

Wetag offers a wide range of customized 
real estate solutions for buyers, from the 
purchase of a new home to the complete after 
sales service as well as relocation and settling-
in services. Wetag can assist its clients with 
obtaining a residence permit for instance, as 
well as tax-related and legal issues. Home 
decoration and construction advice are also 

often required, and fi nding the right partner 
for this can avoid a lot of stress. 

“At Wetag, we understand what it means 
to move a family from one country to the 
other”, says Ueli Schnorf. “We provide 
a comprehensive service which assures a 
carefree move to this beautiful part of the 
world. We try to live up to Warren Buffett’s 
famous saying: Price is what you pay, value 
is what you get.” ■

“Price is what you pay, value is what you get.”
—Warren Buffett 

      Wetag Consulting Immobiliare SA
             Ticino’s international brokerage company

                for luxury real estate 

WETAG CONSULTING IMMOBILIARE SA

info@wetag.ch
www.wetag.ch

LOCARNO: ASCONA: LUGANO:
VIA DELLA PACE 1A VIA BEATO BERNO 10 RIVA ANTONIO CACCIA 3
PO BOX 513
6601 LOCARNO                6612 ASCONA                     6900 LUGANO  
  
T.: +41 (0) 91 751 31 06 T.: +41 (0) 91 791 29 20  T.: +41 (0)  91 994 68 51

ABOUT CHRISTIE’S INTERNATIONAL

REAL ESTATE

Wetag Consulting Immobiliare  SA is
the chosen exclusive  affi liate  of  Cristie’s  
International Real  Estate for Ticino. 
Christie’s International Real Estate is the 
world’s only real estate network owned by 
a fi ne art auction house, Christie’s. 

The Christie’s network comprises 134 
affi liated brokerage companies with 
1000 offi ces in 42 countries. The close 
collaboration between Christie’s and 
Christie’s International Real Estate creates 
a mutually benefi cial synergy between 
art and real estate, building a world-class 
platform for the highly targeted marketing 
of distinguished properties.

“Through our close relationship with 
Christie’s International Real Estate 
brokers around the world and the Christie’s 
auction house, we have been able to fi nd 
international buyers for several of Ticino’s 
most exclusive estates”, says Maurice Elst, 
co-owner of Wetag.

WETAG OFFERS SELLERS OF PRIME REAL 
ESTATE A UNIQUE GLOBAL OUTREACH

 
Wetag is probably the most international 

real estate brokerage company in Ticino, 
with 75% of its clients coming from abroad. 
Besides being the exclusive affi liate of 

“Castello di Paradiso”, a masterpiece by Florence architect Gino Coppedè (1866-1927),
a typical example of an estate represented by Wetag Consulting SA

Maurice Elst, Ueli Schnorf, co-owners of Wetag Consulting SA

© Christie’s Images Limited 2011
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H o n o r  R o l l  o f  D o n o r s

This list includes gifts received during
the period July 1, 2009 to March 22, 2011. 

M. Crist Fleming Associates
Gifts of $50,000 or more
Curtis McGraw Webster ’75 (Board member)
    in honor of the Class of ’75

Founder’s Associates
Gifts of $25,000-49,999
Rick PG’65 (Board member) & Paulise Bell

Global Village Associates 
Gifts of $10,000-24,999
Richard Fox (alumna-parent)
A. Jan ’68 (Board member) & Birgitta Opsahl

Collina d’Oro Associates
Gifts of $5,000-9,999
Riccardo Braglia (parent, Board member)
Fabio Ceresa (parent)
Stefano Corsi (parent)
Christian Draz ’70 
Andrew Heyward (parent)
Emine Kamisli (parent)
Natalia Laborinskaja (parent)
Eldar Mahmudova (parent)
Petter Neslein (parent)
TASIS Parent Association (TPA)

Headmaster’s Associates
Gifts of $2,500-4,999
Abdulraham Alamoudi (parent)
Robert Cutter ’83 
William & Permele Doyle (alumni-parents) 
    in honor of Kay Hamblin
Fernando Gonzalez (past faculty, Board member)
Alfredo Lo Monaco (alumni-parent)
Ned Lynch PG’66 
Manouchehr Nozari (parent)
Riccardo Pongelli (parent)
Katharine Culbertson Prentice PG’66 
Anna Shapovalova (parent)
Claudio Zampa (parent)

De Nobili Associates
Gifts of $1,000-2,499
Khalid Alsubeai (parent)
Katsushiro Ashizawa (parent)
Kathleen Budge (alumna-parent)
The Class of 2010
Xavier Coll & Barbara Hummel (parents)
Patricia Richards Cosgrave SH’60
Fumiya Fujii (parent)
John ’60 and Amy Gage 
Lisa Markham PG’72 
Dominic ’85 and Diane (Herman) ’84 Mauriello
Thomas & Karen Mauro (alumni-parents)
Francis J. Menton Jr. (parent)
Leonid Novoselskiy (parent)
Patricia Hedlund Oxman ’63 
Geoffrey Parker PG’67 
Ata Pasabeyoglu (parent)
Rob Perkin PG’66 
Joao Carlo Pinho (parent)
Sevil Sabanci (parent)
Dan Sandel (parent)
John Read Taylor PG’61 
Paul Van Zuydam (parent)
Shinji Yamamoto (parent)
Bettina Zech (parent)
One anonymous donor

TASIS Associates
Gifts of $500-999
Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ’63 
Lee Alexander ’68 
Raquel Antunes (parent)
Ford Barrett III SH’59 
    in memory of Diana Brookline Barrett
Judy Callaway Brand ’63 
Rocco Cambria (parent)
Wilbur (Chin-Chung) Chen (parent)
Paul Clegg ’85 
Martha Fay Cone ’68 
Lara De Vido ’89 
Ronald Farley PG’66 
William Fraser (parent)
Igor Kononenko (parent)
Robinson Leech PG’66 
Gianni Patuzzo (staff, Board member)
Christopher & Karen Pelly (parents)

Antonella Rodriguez-Boccanelli (parent)
Ken Tobe ’90 
Michael & Beril Ulku-Steiner (faculty, parents)
Scott Whittle ’71 
Gerhard Wienker (parent)
Elizabeth Yates ’73 

Friends of TASIS
Gifts up to $500
Donald Anderson ’88 
William Anderson PG’66 
Marina Ariani (parent)
Cem Bahadir (parent) 
Boris Bakovic ’85 
Brice Barnett PG’09
David Beebe PG’66 
Michael Bell ’05
Ben Bradford ’03 
Charlotte Bull (alumna-aunt)
Mary Rose Cafiero ’68 
Dursun Cam (parent) 
Clifford Clavel ’72 
Alan Coogan ’73 
Anant Das (parent)
Joanne David (alumnus-parent)
Simon David ’08 
Linda Palmer Davidge PG’64 
Carlotta Creech Doran PG’63 
Alex Echeguren PG’72 
Amelia Eilers ’77 
Kimberlee Blake Espinoza ’89 
Leslie Heaton Evans ’66 
David Field ’69 
Janne Gallen-Kallela Siren ’88 
Gordon Golding ’73 
Jack Graf PG’66 
James Cranston Gray ’66
Larisa Gusarova (parent)
David Harris Jr. PG’65 
Charles Hodgkins ’71 
Kimball Hull PG’66 
Jill Newman Iverson SH’56
Steve Kampmann PG’66 
Alex Korach (Board member)
Christopher Landon (summer alumnus)
Berkley Latimer (Board member)
Tun-Jen Lin (parent)

A big THANK YOU to the alumni, parents, and friends of TASIS who have generously contributed to one of the fundraising appeals this year, 
or donated a portion of their enrollment or Global Village deposit. A special thank you to the TASIS Parent Association, who conducted a 
successful campaign to fund a new playground for the Elementary School. The generous contribution of your time, energy, and funds is greatly 
appreciated by everyone at the School!

Alumni & Parent Annual Giving
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Thomas Litle ’84 
Frank K. Luederitz (alumni-parent)
Marcos Mariani (parent)
Jennifer Marlon ’87 
Thomas Mattingly (parent)
Ricardo Miranda Silva (parent)
Lexie Smart Mouton ’92 
Mimi Trieschmann Nesbit PG’61 
Hiroko Otsuki ’93 
Abigail Pfeil ’05 
Robert Pfeil ’08 
Kirk Pillow ’85 
Helena Pimenta Camargo Araujo ’08 
Pioneer Intl, to match the March 2009 
    gift of Mr. Thomas Cross (parent)
Wieslaw Jan Prusiecki (parent)
Greg Allen Ralston (parent)
Adriana Redmond ’91
Will Reed ’96 
Elizabeth Robinson (parent)
Leslie Gordon Ross ’63 
Pietro Revelli (parent)
Riccardo Rovelli (parent)
Richard Ruedy ’83 
Ruth Bowman Russell PG’67 
Georgia Serra ’08
Constance Shields PG’88 
Ellen Doscher Terpstra ’69 
Elaine Mack Timbers ’68 
Christiane Van de Velde (alumna-parent)
Carla Johnson Van Stirum ’66 
Wyatt Williams ’82 
Carla Cherwinski Woodcock ’69 
Kate Woodward (past staff)
Alex ’02, Christof ’04, and Milo ’08 Zanecchia 
Four anonymous donors

Special Funds
Alumna-Parent Ann Clark to the
Cathy Clark Memorial Fund

Alumnus Ned Lynch PG’66 
to the Lynch Fund

In gratitude 
for your generosity!

$10,000 and up
Gioia Bonomi
One anonymous donor

$5,000-9,999
Matthew & Kim De Morgan

$2,500-4,999
José Mourinho Félix 
Kathy Redmond

TASIS Parent Association 
Hadsall Playground Campaign

$1,000–2,499
Giustino de Sanctis
Claudio Zampa

$500-$999
Raymond Osgood
Alessandro Fabrini
Kevin Weeda

Up to $500
Alvaro & Renee Bellon
Jessica Bunford
Karen Delval
Cristina Gardner
Sara Rosso
Galit Shaul
Henrieta Spodnikova

Gifts to the M. Crist Fleming Endowment 
for International Understanding and Leadership 
(from March 2010 to March 2011)

Up to $500
Beatrice Briggs ’61 
Amanda Aeschliman Burton ’93 
Steve Floyd (TASIS faculty,’02-06)
Mary Dell Pritzlaff (alumni-parent) 
Susan Downes Thomson FC’70 
Deborah Webster ’66

H o n o r  R o l l  o f  D o n o r s

The M. Crist Fleming Endowment for International Understanding and Leadership 
supports programs which enhance how our students relate to the world. This 
includes the Senior Humanities Program annual lecture-series; international service 
projects pertaining to refugees, homelessness, health, and environmental issues; theater 
and music projects that cross linguistic, ethnic, and national borders; and professional 
development for teachers, to attract and retain world-class faculty. 
 
The Endowment does not finance capital projects.  It is managed by the TASIS Foundation, 
a Swiss non-profit educational foundation. Donations to the TASIS Foundation for the 
Endowment are tax-deductible in Switzerland and in the United States, depending on the 
residency of the donor.

Over $5000
Leslie Lishon Sosnowski ’74 

$1,000-$2,500
Salvatore Bellomo (alumni-parent) 
Kathy Pitner ’62
Catherine Steele Russell ‘71
Cari Wolk ‘77



Live Today 
Plan for Tomorrow
Strengthen the Future of TASIS
Naming TASIS as a beneficiary in your will or estate provides a future source of 
support for students, faculty, and programs at no cost to you now, and helps sustain 
all aspects of the School’s outstanding educational program.

Planning a gift now through a will, trust, or retirement asset provision can enable 
you to establish an endowed fund or offer general support to the School beyond 
your lifetime. The generous bequest from John E. Palmer ’64 funded half of the 
costs of the Palmer Cultural Center following his untimely death. The Palmer Center 
rapidly became a vibrant element of our campus, used daily in a multitude of ways. 
John’s affection for TASIS and theater lives on in this elegant building. 

Mrs. Fleming’s formidable legacy is her schools and the young people whose eyes, 
minds, and hearts are opened at TASIS to the world and to others, however different 
their backgrounds. Join the MCF Legacy Society; play a role in the future of TASIS. 
It’s never too early to start planning, and no bequests are too small. 

Announced or received bequests through wills and estate plans:

Mr. & Mrs. Rick PG’65 & Paulise Bell 
Mrs. Maude Glore PG’67 
Mr. Richard Jensen ’73 
Mr. Dieter Metzger ’74
Mr. & Mrs. Nick & Maggie Miles
Mr. John E. Palmer ’64 

If you have named TASIS as a beneficiary in your will, please let us know so that we can 
recognize and thank you in your lifetime. Thank you for supporting TASIS!

Contact: Yvonne Procyk, Assistant Director of Development
The American School in Switzerland
CH-6926 Montagnola, Switzerland – yvonne.procyk@tasis.ch
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Financial Summary
The total number of students enrolled in 2009-2010             
remained similar to the previous year, with an increase in 
boarding students compensating for a slight decrease in 
day students. As part of the continuing program to ensure 
the academic quality of the School, we added five full-time-
equivalent new teachers, and continued enhancements to the 
compensation package of the faculty and staff employed by 
the School. We are convinced that the cost of improving the 
benefits offered to faculty and staff will have positive results 
for the School by increasing the retention rate of the best                    
teachers and by attracting new, high-quality teachers. During 
the financial year 2009-2010 we essentially completed the       
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Operating Income and Expenses (in CHF)
2008-2009 2009-2010 Income Highlights (net increase by 2%)

Tuition income (Summer and Winter) 32,291,897 33,074,966 Enrollment remained stable
Financial Aid & Scholarships -1,684,774 -1,811,394   Elementary students decreased by 5%
Other Gains/Losses -1,115,738 -1,290,288   Day students in HS/MS decreased by 5%
Net Operating Revenues 29,491,384 29,973,285   Boarding students increased by 5%

Academic fees increased by an average of 3.0%
Employee Benefits 14,843,152 16,064,567
Operating & Administrative Expenses 8,106,128 8,287,404 Expenses Highlights (net increase by 5%)
Maintenance and Rents 4,629,710 4,635,288 Employee benefits increased by 8%, growing to 54% of total operating costs
Depreciation, Interest, and Taxes 984,078 932,186 Operating and Administrative Expenses increased by 2%
Total Expenses 28,563,067 29,919,444 Maintenance and Rents remained stable

Depreciation, Interest, and Taxes decreased by 5% (includes exchange rate differences)
Net funds available for other 
programs/campus enhancements 928,317 53,840

large building project called Lanterna, which became available for 
use, as scheduled, in autumn 2010.

The financial picture of the School remains strong, in spite of 
the strengthening Swiss Franc in respect to other currencies, 
particularly the US Dollar and the Euro, and provides the resources 
to continue the development of the campus as detailed in the 
TASIS Global Village Master Plan. We will begin the construction 
of the Palestrina/Arte building in late 2011, and by September 
2012 we will have an additional practice gymnasium and two 
floors of additional classrooms that will eventually house purpose-
built studios and spaces for the Art Department. 

                - Gianni Patuzzo, Financial Director
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Income Highlights (net increase by 2%)
Enrollment remained stable 
 - Elementary students decreased by 5%
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 - Boarding students increased by 5%

Expenses Highlights (net increase by 5%) 
  - Employee benefits increased by 8%, 
    growing to 54% of total operating costs
 - Operating and Administrative Expenses increased by 2%
 - Maintenance and Rents remained stable
 - Depreciation, Interest, and Taxes decreased by 5% 
   (includes exchange rate differences)
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Publications & Videos

TASIS on Film
Homesick for TASIS? See, hear, and remember by ordering your complimentary copy of Pushing all 
the Buttons, a retrospective of Mrs. Fleming’s life and her schools. Narrated by Mrs. Fleming, the 
video has been a favorite since its production in 2006 and gives a sense of Mrs. Fleming’s life and 
commitment to making the world a better place. Contact alumni@tasis.ch for information.

Or conquer homesickness by watching one of Michele Josue ’97’s delightful videos that highlight 
aspects of life on the Collina d’Oro. Recent additions include From Day to Night, chronicling a 
typical day at TASIS, Kisses, Handshakes, and High-Fives, which tackles the eternal question of 
how to greet your friends when they come from 40 different countries, and beautiful reminders of 
the Palmer Cultural Center Grand Opening celebrations last May. Don’t miss her faculty profile of 
Science Department Head Alexander Ogilvie! Watch them all at www.tasisvideos.blogspot.com.

eTASIS Today and Past Issues
Each year, TASIS Today is created to connect our alumni to each other and to the campus that links 
us all. Stories and memories are presented to us every day, and we would love to include them 
all, but our magazine would soon become book-length! To help share the everyday happenings 
on campus, superb photographer and webmaster Kim Nelson has created eTASIS Today, an  
e-publication which includes lively photographs of campus events and a glimpse into the daily life 
of TASIS. To view past issues, go to www.tasis.ch/tasistoday. If you’d like to receive these as they 
are published, please ensure we have your email address (alumni@tasis.ch). We also post each issue 
on our Facebook page (search for TASIS Lugano and become our Friend!).

If you missed a back issue of TASIS Today or require more copies of the magazine, contact the 
alumni office. Issues from Winter 2007 through Spring 2010 are still available.

Stages of Life
In honor of retiring Theater Director Kay Hamblin, the TASIS Fine Arts Department created a book 
of photographs and memories from many of her years at TASIS. With vibrant, beautiful photography 
by Kim Nelson, the book visually captures the nuances of Kay’s direction. Below is the text from the 
inside cover:

A note of gratitude from your Fine Arts Department: It is rare that one person can inspire so many others...
Theater transforms children into notorious characters, teachers into dunces. Theater gives individuals the 
opportunity to live, for a little while, in someone else’s world.

Preview and order your own copy from www.blurb.com (type TASIS in the search bar; scroll down 
to Stages of Life). Pricing varies from country to country. TASIS will not receive any proceeds from 
the sale of this book. 

An Inspiring Tribute: The Wit and Wisdom of Mary Crist Fleming
To celebrate Mrs. Fleming’s centenary, TASIS published a collection of quotations from Mrs. 
Fleming’s speeches, yearbook messages, private notes, and conversations. Edited by Lyle Rigg, 
former headmaster of TASIS Switzerland (1982-84 & 2007-08) and TASIS England (1984-98 
& 2009-2010), this memorial book of charming, witty, pithy life lessons will be given to each 
graduating senior this year after Lyle’s commencement address. Contact alumni@tasis.ch for your 
copy of The Wit and Wisdom of Mary Crist Fleming for only $15 (including shipping). An e-book is 
also in the works so you can carry MCF on your iPad or Kindle.

T H E

 W I T  A N D  W I S D O M
O F 

TA S I S
T h e  A m e r i c a n  S c h o o l  i n  Sw i t z e r l a n d

eTASIS TODAY
Fall 2010

 An e-magazine for Alumni and Friends of The American School In Switzerland

Another TASIS school  
year is underway!
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F i n d i n g 
B l i s s
It’s easy to try to live a sustainable life, 
but when someone comes along who 
truly dedicates his life to the cause, the 
effect is inspiring. Bob Armantrout ’76 
has spent his professional and personal 
life doing his best for the environment. 
After spending his childhood in New 
Orleans, Bob’s family relocated to Africa 
when Bob was 9. This move was the 
catalyst for his lifelong fascination with 
sustainability and minimalism. “Seeing 
humans who were prospering without 
the trappings of consumerism was 
enlightening,” he says. “It helped me 
realize that humans need community, a 
sense of belonging, to thrive.”

Bob came to TASIS as a student in 
1973, and his experiences at the School 
and traveling in Europe cemented 
his understanding that the “insanely 
consumptive US lifestyle was not required 
to live well in a so-called ‘society’.” 
The culture and customs he discovered 
in Europe made a distinct impression, 
and he graduated from TASIS in 1976 
inspired to live a simpler life. But instead 
of following his gut instinct, Bob did 
what his father expected of him - he 
went to college, worked hard, got a 
good job, got married, bought a house, 
had children - and at age 36 had an 
epiphany. “I was terribly dissatisfied with 
the life I had built, following my father’s 
advice,” he says. “I felt trapped and 
abandoned. Was this as good as it gets?”

So Bob followed his gut, and began 
living a life based on his own values 
rather than his father’s. He shifted his 
priorities and became more aware 
of every element of his life, from his 
shopping habits to his job. “I was 
very conscious of the kind of work I 
agreed to do and who I agreed to do 
it with,” he says. Since then, he’s been 

choosy with his employers. “Generally, 
my work has been helping small, 
environmentally-friendly businesses get 
better at managing their enterprises.”

He teamed up with his wife, Camille, 
in 1992, and since meeting in 
Loveland, Colorado, they have lived in 
Williamsburg, Virginia; Belize; Tianjin, 
China; Guam; Hawaii; Nicaragua; 
Berthoud, Colorado; and North Carolina. 
Each move has been deliberate; “a 
commitment to follow our hearts,” he 
says. They sought distance between 
American consumerism and its media 
messaging, and found this space in 
countries far from home.

In 2005, Bob and Camille moved back 
to the US to work with a biodiesel 
producer in Colorado, hoping to save 
up for another move to the Caribbean. 
By chance they were taken to the 
community of Moncure, North Carolina, 

to work with a local biodiesel producer, 
and were smitten. They jumped in 
with the local fuelmakers, farmers, 
musicians, artisans, and educators, who 
“offered us a ready-made community 
of like-minded individuals - the kind 
of choir we wanted to add our voices 
to.” Moncure has been the subject of 
books, blogs, and articles as a model of 
post-consumerism. “What we share is 
a desire to live farther down the ladder 
of consumption, to be mindful of ways 
we can continue as individuals and as a 
community to build resilience into our 
daily lives.”

Sound idyllic? Perhaps, but as Bob says, 
community is what you make it. “It’s 
not always easy to live closely with and 
conspire with others. We don’t always 
agree on everything, and relationships 
get strained, but because we are 
committed, it means we have to find 
ways to settle disagreements. None of 
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us are likely to retreat into the confines 
of our homes and shirk the responsibility 
we feel to each other.”

Bob is helping to promote this way of life 
as a teacher at nearby Central Carolina 
Community College, which has one of 
the first sustainable agriculture degree 
programs at the community college level 
in the US. Currently, Bob coordinates the 
Biofuels Program and teaches courses 
in farm business management and 
renewable energy. “It is very rewarding 
to be able to advise the younger 
generation on pathways for their lives 
that are more in tune with how humans 
have evolved to live,” he says. “We have 
an enormous opportunity to restructure 
our communities and lives towards 
human-scaled endeavors – raising local 
food, weatherizing our homes, making 
music together. These activities tend to 
bring people together in ways that TV 
and shopping don’t.”

So are those of us who aren’t quite 
ready to move to Moncure doomed? 
He notes that society often employs a 
NIMBY (Not In My Backyard) attitude 
towards consumption - we’re okay using 
mountaintop-removed coal and finite 
global resources like petroleum, but only 
if we don’t have to see it happening.  
“I believe that all true sustainability 
needs to have an IMBY focus; that is, if 
we aren’t willing to live with the effects 
of a technology in our own general 
neighborhood, we probably shouldn’t 
be using it.” Bob feels that most of us 
can be much happier with a conscious 
simplification of our lifestyles, and this 
begins with an honest assessment of 
our core values.               

www.troutsfarm.com

A l l  i n
I t s  P l a c e
For Nounou Taleghani ’81, the big 
things have fallen into place, including 
her time at TASIS. She and her parents 
were skiing in Switzerland and shared 
a table with some Americans, one of 
whom was the current TASIS headmaster 
at the time, Peter Stevens (’75-’79), and 
his wife. “My parents were considering 
boarding school for me and after that 
conversation with Mr. and Mrs. Stevens, 
they were convinced that TASIS was the 
right fit. I started the next school year, in 
7th Grade.”

Originally from Iran, TASIS was an exciting 
new world for the young Nounou and 
she describes it as “the best three years 
of my school life. I loved it.

TASIS was a perfect bridge to her 
family’s move to the US, when Nounou 
was 15. She finished high school in Los 
Angeles, and went on to UCLA for her 
undergraduate degree, subsequently 
earning her M.D. and Ph.D. degrees 
at the Chicago Medical School. It was 
here that Nounou found her niche in 
Emergency Medicine. “Our med school 
rotation was in Cook County Hospital, 
and I liked the pace of things. You saw 
lots of different patients in a very short 
time. You had immediate intervention in 
their lives.” And the downtime appealed, 
too. “When you’re off, you’re off. You’re 
not on call, you don’t have a pager. It gives 
you the opportunity to do other things.”

Nounou completed her Emergency 
Medicine residency at Stanford University 
School of Medicine in 1999 and then 
joined the faculty as an Emergency 
Medicine specialist. She continued 
working at Stanford until August 2005 

and spent her time off traveling, skiing, 
and volunteering her medical services at 
several local philanthropic organizations. 
One of those was the Painted Turtle, a 
camp for children with life-threatening 
diseases. Through her work there, she 
learned about the Weill Cornell Medical 
College (WCMC) opening in Qatar, and 
was soon on her way there for another 
new adventure.

At WCMC she served as the Associate 
Dean for Clinical Curriculum for the 
Qatar campus and was responsible for 
the implementation, management, 
and coordination of the WCMC-Q 
undergraduate clinical curriculum. Under 
her leadership, WCMC-Q developed 
a pioneering, multilingual program in 
medical interpreting designed to assist 
medical students as they interacted with 
patients in their clinical courses at the 
local teaching hospital. 
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She also spent a year at the New York 
City campus of the Medical School, 
where she served as the Director 
of Special Projects for the Dean, 
continuing with her close relationship 
with the Qatar campus students who 
were doing clinical work in the US. 
“My experience with Cornell launched 
a deeper interest in education.”

After a year in NYC, she came back to 
Stanford when offered a position as 
one of the Educators-4-CARE faculty. 
This mentoring program for medical 
students includes guidance, feedback, 
and references after graduation. The 
program began in 2008 and Nounou 
is delighted that this, too, fell into 
place. “Medical students now are so 
smart, curious, and sophisticated,” 
she says. “Teaching and inspiring them 
is challenging, as they’re not afraid to 
ask difficult questions and dispute or 
challenge certain decisions.”

As her free time is now filled with 
teaching and advising students, and 
working in the Stanford Emergency 
Department where she teaches 
residents, Nounou has little time for 
international travel, but hopes to 
return to TASIS one day. She serves 
as a class agent (Class of ’81) and 
has kept in contact with many of her 
classmates throughout the years. “I 
remember TASIS so well,” she says. 
“We were young and loved to play 
pranks on each other. It was all in 
good fun.” She remembers, “When I 
was living in De Nobili, my roommate 
was on Student Council and had the 
key to the pantry. After lights-out, 
we would sneak downstairs and raid 
it - ice cream, Nutella, you name it - 
and bring the food up to our rooms 
for a feast.” Nounou also recalls how 
spooky the dining hall armory was in 
the dark – an observation still shared 
by students today. “And I remember 

Angelo, of course,” she says. But travel 
is her fondest memory. “I loved In-Pro,” 
she says. “We took a bicycle trip through 
Italy and southern France, and I loved my 
trip to Vienna.” And the month in St. 
Moritz for Ski Term cemented her love 
for skiing. “I was already a good skier, 
but that month away with my friends 
was so special. Skiing is still my number 
one passion. I still talk about those trips, 
and my time at TASIS.”

C u l t u r a l 
S o l u t i o n s
Congratulations are in order to Harold 
E. Doley ’86, who in November 2010 
presented his Cornell University graduate 
research entitled “The Louisiana Cultural 
Economy Initiative: Where Preservation 
Makes Profit” as part of The Bunge 
Foundation / The University of São 
Paulo’s conference on Extreme Climactic 
Events. Doley’s research was the result 
of focused work with current Mayor of 
New Orleans Mitchell J. Landrieu (former 
Lieutenant Governor of Louisiana), 
as the city began to rebuild after the 
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. 

Their project, the Louisiana Cultural 
Initiative Economy, helps artists generate 
income from their work. “Louisiana was 
the first state to create a department 
of social entrepreneurship,” he says, 
“and the initiative helps artists tackle 
everything from business skills to legal 
assistance to help with intellectual property 
and piracy issues.” The first five years of the 
project have proven successful, especially 
with regard to reduced-cost health-care 
provision, and because artists are making 
more money, they pay more taxes and 
buy more goods and services. “When 
Mayor Landrieu launched the initiative, 

he said that culture is the common 
denominator. All over the world there 
are poor places with very rich cultures 
and rich places with sterile cultures. 
When you act on a cultural level, the 
financial and economic differences 
don’t matter so much. You play on 
equal terms.”

This initiative is only one that Doley’s 
company, The Lugano Group, supports. 
Doley and Amir Mireskandari ’87 co-
founded The Lugano Group in 1995 
to focus on economic development 
and investment opportunities in 
frontier markets, concentrating on 
the Caribbean Basin. The Group has 
been an adviser to the governments of 
Belize and Grenada, the Central Bank 
of Barbados, and stock exchanges 
throughout Africa and the Caribbean. 
The firm is especially active in economic 
rebuilding activities following major 
global calamities, from post-9/11 to the 
recent disaster in Haiti. “Clearly, our 
choice of the company’s name reveals 
the profound influence that TASIS had 
on us,” he says.



Spring 2011 - 33

G r o w i n g  a 
M o v e m e n t
Picture this: a 10-year-old girl takes an 
ethics course at her California school. 
They learn about drought, recycling, and 
pollution, and this fifth grader is terrified 
that while she’s running track or playing 
basketball, she’s also breathing in toxic air. 
She goes home and asks her father what 
he’s going to do about it. And her father, 
Sam Wyly, an investor and entrepreneur, 
took his daughter’s question seriously. 
Together, they researched green energy 
technologies, and in 1997, Sam Wyly 
founded Green Mountain Energy to give 
consumers the choice of clean, wind-
powered electricity. 

And so began a lifelong mission for this 
little girl. Christiana Wyly ’99 is now one 
of the most exciting and erudite voices in 
environmental advocacy. Known for her 
passionate lectures and focused approach 
to investing, Christiana is pioneering a 
new approach to environmentalism.

“I didn’t set out to be an investor,” 
Christiana says. “I had zero interest 
in studying economics, I was allergic 
to math, and had no desire to make 
money.” But after months of exploring 
and documenting eco-villages around 
the world, she realized that alternative 
lifestyles were never going to truly 
shift societies towards sustainable 
development. “That’s when the family 
businesses of entrepreneurship and 
investments looked more compelling.” 
Her experience with Green Mountain 
Energy proved how business can be 
a powerful force for change, and her 
perspective shifted to a bigger picture. 
“I got the bug from my father to make 
big things happen, and that is the driving 
force behind my work.”

A l u m n i  M a k i n g  a  D i f f e r e n c e

Christiana went on to help create  
Zaadz.com, a social network of world-
wide activists, which taught her “a lot 
about the beauties and challenges of 
running a business on pure idealism,” 
she says. “People know when you are 
authentic. They can feel it, and they come 
out of the woodwork to support you.” 
Gaiam, Inc. acquired Zaadz in 2007 and 
the concept is still in use. “The best you 
can do is strive to create authentic value 
that brings both meaning and genuine 
utility into people’s lives. Accomplishing 
that was thrilling, and was a big part 
of what motivated me to start backing 
high-impact businesses.”

Christiana is now an operating partner 
with Satori Capital, a Dallas-based private 
equity firm that invests in profitable, 
sustainable businesses. “Investors are 
becoming increasingly concerned by 
the risks of short-term gains that are 
negligent of human and environmental 
externalities,” she says. “Our approach is 
to focus on a long-term time horizon for 
value creation. Taking a multi-stakeholder 
approach to our investments reduces 
the risks while creating a better place 
to work for employees, and better 
experience for customers. This really 
resonates with people.” Christiana feels 
we are finally at a time in history when 
investing in socially and ecologically 
responsible companies is profitable, and 
that it doesn’t matter to the market if 
Satori is motivated by deeper values 
than wealth creation. “Companies and 
investors that are placing their bets now 
are going to be rewarded for being 
ahead of the curve,” she says. And her 
own background at Green Mountain 
Energy is a perfect example of this. 
Since 1997, its customers have helped 
avoid more than 11.3 billion tons of CO

2
 

emissions - equivalent to taking over 52 
million cars off the road for a week. Sold 

to NRG Energy in September 2010 for 
$350 million, it was recently announced 
that GME will be powering the Empire 
State Building in New York.

Along with her role at Satori, Christiana 
spends much of her free time 
campaigning for the environment. She 
serves as a Board Member at Global 
Green USA, the US chapter of Green 
Cross International, and is a regular 
contributor to The Huffington Post’s 
“Green” column. She is also authoring a 
book on high-impact entrepreneurs who 
are leading the emerging sustainable 
economy. 

Christiana’s lecture circuit has taken 
her around the world, but perhaps her 
most notable speech was at the Green 
Inaugural Ball for President Obama on 
January 17, 2009, where guests included 
Al Gore, Nancy Pelosi, and Robert 

continued on pg. 34
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Kennedy, Jr. “I was encouraging people 
to redefine activism as something that 
emanates through every aspect of 
life,” she says of her speech. “Look 
at your circle of influence. There are 
opportunities in everything you do.”

The circle of influence that has shaped 
Christiana’s life includes her years at 
TASIS. After growing up between 
homes in Los Angeles, Dallas, Milan, 
London, and Paris, settling in to life 
in Lugano at age 14 was ‘a relief’. “I 
felt fortunate to find other people who 
also had trouble explaining where they 
were from,” she recalls. “I learned that 
having a complicated life story was a 
good thing.” 

After an embarrassing incident when 
she called Taiwan the capital of Japan, 
Christiana quickly brushed up on 
her geography and made a point of 
learning a few words in every language 
spoken at TASIS - which still helps her 
today when meeting, say, delegates 
to the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference. “Making an effort with 
language helps to connect more deeply 
with others when we discuss the 
priorities and perspectives of renewable 
energy development,” she says. 
“TASIS gives us this feeling of alliance 
with other cultures. This is incredibly 
important in the world of sustainability 
because, ecologically-speaking, we are  
all one species. ”Surmounting the 
catalogue of global crises that currently 
face us will take collaboration beyond 
national borders. “Each country, each 
culture has a unique set of skills and 
solutions to offer,” she says. “We need 
to harness the best of these ideas and 
skills to create a future we all want.”

Christiana cites Howard Stickley as 
a particularly inspirational figure. 
“I still refer back to many lessons 
I learned in his classes,” she says. 
“Understanding ecology gives people 

a basic understanding of how systems 
are interconnected. This understanding 
will be even more essential for 
students in school today, because 
they will be unable to separate their 
business decisions from ecological 
consequences.” She is also using her 
TASIS contacts to explore sustainable 
development projects in Puglia, Italy, 
alongside Corrado Agusta ’00 and Thea 
Rasini ’02. “It is great to see how we 
have all gone our separate ways but 
have complementary strengths and can 
support one another’s ventures.” A 
circle of influence, indeed.

At the age of 10, Christiana asked 
her father a very grown-up question: 
what are you going to do about the 
environment? Her father’s perseverance 
showed Christiana that pursuing the 
right idea with 100% passion produces 
results. “Each person eventually finds 
his or her own circle of impact, 
whether in the home, an office, or in 
a community,” she says. “Everyone 
wants clean air, clean water, clean and 
abundant food, safe biodegradable 
and recyclable products, and financial 
opportunity for all to have their basic 
needs met. So on that basis investors, 
activists, stay-at-home moms, rock 
stars, and politicians all start out on the 
same page.” 

Christiana’s work is an exceptional 
example for all of us. “If we do things 
with an intention of creating a 
sustainable, flourishing world for 
everyone, we can inspire others with 
everything we do.”
                  
www.christianawyly.com

Service has always been a crucial element of 
a TASIS education. Many students leave TASIS 
and continue their service to others, and some, 
like Maude Glore PG’67, make service a way 
of life.

Maude has spent the past five years 
volunteering for Child Advocates, Inc., a part of 
CASA for Kids, which represents the interests 
of children in the foster care system in the state 
of Indiana. Maude worked with 23 children 
in 2010 alone (volunteering more than 360 
hours), and many of these children are victims 
of abuse and neglect. Her relentless work on 
behalf of Indiana’s children has earned her the 
prestigious Jefferson Award, which honors 
individuals in community and public service 
throughout America.

M a u d e  G l o r e  P G ‘ 6 7
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Maude Glore 
with her son, 

Robert Hux ‘99
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Maude testifies in termination trials (probate) 
and in juvenile court on behalf of children. “I 
am their voice in court, at school, with foster 
parents, and with parents,” Maude says. She 
takes on a substantial number of cases every 
year “because I believe all children deserve to 
have someone in their corner.” 

Despite the many challenges, Maude finds 
her work fulfilling. “I found this program, 
which is in most counties and states across 
the US, and have found my passion. I will 
always fight for these children on as many 
levels as I can.” Her Jefferson Award is a 
much-deserved honor for a woman who has 
changed the lives of so many children in her 
community. “Anyone can touch the life of a 
child,” she says.

S t r o k e s
o f
G e n i u s
Mehrdad Dabbagh ’79 measures 
his life in influential moments. These 
moments have often involved impressive 
thinkers and famous faces, but perhaps 
the most pivotal happened at Saturday 
morning detention, in Montagnola.

“It was seven in the morning and the 
teacher handed me a plastic trash bag,” 
he recalls. “I turned to the kid beside 
me and we both couldn’t believe that 
we’d have to spend a Saturday morning 
cleaning up after other people.” That 
kid beside him was Kouroush Sadr 
PG’79, and after their weekend of being 
‘campused’, they became fast friends. 
After graduation, the dangers of the 
circumstances in Iran meant Mehrdad 
and Kouroush couldn’t go home. The 
best option was to join Kouroush’s 
grandparents in a faraway place called 
Los Angeles. “I had no idea where 
or what LA was,” Mehrdad recalls. 
“Kouroush promised me beautiful girls 
and beaches, so I got on a plane.”

LA was, at first, good to Mehrdad. He 
enrolled in Marymount College and 
dived into beachside student life. Then 
Kouroush became very ill, and died 
within a year; Mehrdad was left to pick 
up the pieces. He then dove into his 
schoolwork and the once indifferent 
student soon found himself on honor 
rolls and Dean’s Lists. “That time was 
the beginning of me learning how 
to channel my anger into something 
good,” he remembers, though 
Kouroush’s death would affect him for 
many years to come.

Mehrdad had dreamed of becoming an 
architect since his childhood, and after 
his undergrad degree, he was accepted 
on a Master’s program at the Southern 
California Institute of Architecture (SCI-
Arc) in Santa Monica, at the time an 
avant-garde school with future stars 
at the helm, including Frank O. Gehry 
and Michael Rotundi. “It was a unique 
place,” Mehrdad remembers. “The 
community was similar to the one Mrs. 
Fleming fostered at TASIS. Everyone was 
different, like me, and we were among a 
real renaissance of architecture.” Finding 
his place at SCI-Arc was crucial, and he 
ended up graduating in the top five of 
his class. “I left inspired, challenged, and 
motivated, with my head spinning.”

The months after graduation were a 
whirlwind as Mehrdad began working 
with boutique firms in LA designing 
bespoke homes for celebrities. “I was 
entrenched in this lifestyle. We would 
meet and discuss their 20,000-square-
foot home, with tile from Italy and 
wood from Brazil, with monstrous 
air conditioning systems, no energy 
efficiency. It was taboo to discuss the 
impact of this lifestyle, but I couldn’t 
help thinking, why must we be this 
extravagant?” 

This was one of many catalysts that 
found Mehrdad falling into what he calls 
‘a dark place’. He’d spent 30 years trying 
to find himself, and everything from 
life coaching to his exceptional mentors 
were not helping. At his lowest, he was 
living on the beach, broken financially 
and spiritually, reading the Persian 
mystics and longing for respite. Then on 
a particularly dramatic, stormy morning, 
“I walked to the sea, stood in waist-deep 
water, in the fog, and I instantly felt 
connected, felt part of the world.” And 
from that moment on, Mehrdad’s life 
was different.

continued on pg. 36
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He re-evaluated his professional life, 
and wondered, how can architecture be 
healthy - less about ego and more about 
serving people? As he researched this 
movement called ‘green’, he found a 
community of innovative creators. “I met 
a scientist who had perfected structural 
concrete panels. They were cheap, fast, 
safe, lowered the carbon footprint, and 
were made from renewable materials. 
Magic.” This was the start of Green 
Sandwich Technologies (GST), and 
Mehrdad became the face of a company 
that was voted ‘one of 20 companies that 
will change the world’. GST attracted the 
interest of architect William McDonough, 
creator of the Cradle to Cradle (C2C) 
philosophy of zero waste industrial 
design, who became Mehrdad’s mentor 
and the company’s advisor. 

Mehrdad soon found himself in a 
position to make connections between 
high-profile green campaigners. A 
highlight came out of the devastation of 
Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, when 
Mehrdad worked closely with the charity 
Global Green and actor Brad Pitt on a 
sustainable building design for residents 
of the Lower Ninth district. Mehrdad 
introduced his mentor, McDonough, 
to Pitt, and the result is a partnership 
of sustainable construction practices 
that are still being used to rebuild the 
Lower Ninth through Pitt’s esteemed 
foundation, Make It Right. 

Later in 2005, the Kashmir area of Pakistan 
was hit by a 7.2 earthquake, and GST 
was asked by Relief International to help 
erect temporary housing structures for 
refugees. GST donated a small assembly 
facility to press the panels on site, using 
local materials and providing jobs for 
earthquake victims. The insulated, 
earthquake- and fire-resistant structures 
were such a success that a further 100 
additional homes were built for needy 
families. “Once the locals learned how 
to make the panels, they started building 
homes, medical clinics, and schools. From 

one press, and using local raw materials. 
It’s brilliant engineering.”

As an environmental consultant, Mehrdad’s 
philosophy revolves around ‘the Triple 
E’s’: environment, economics, equity. 
“Green stands on these principles,” 
Mehrdad says. “The old model is 
about economics only. It’s obsolete. 
The new, sustainable model also takes 
the environment and individuals into 
account.” His effectiveness isn’t due just 
to his credentials, but also to his passion.

A keen artist, Mehrdad’s colorful, vibrant 
paintings are his attempt to recapture 
those moments on the beach, so many 
years ago. Mehrdad correlates passion 
for eco with his passion for art; “both 
are incredible, universal languages and 
principles.” Several of his paintings have 
been donated to auctions for charities in 
Dubai and San Francisco, and he wants 
to express to TASIS Today readers that 
he happily and gratefully donates his 
work to charities worldwide. “Part of the 
third E [equity] is giving back,” he says.

Mrs. Fleming’s philosophy has remained 
a strong influence in Mehrdad’s life. 
“Living in and being a part of the global 

village community got me through the 
rough years,” he says. TASIS also taught 
him how to learn from others. “When 
you surround yourself with the right 
people, you can achieve your potential. 
TASIS helped me learn this early on. Mrs. 
Fleming was this maverick who took off 
and created this whole new world.” 

Looking back on his rich life, Mehrdad 
knows he faced his shortcomings and 
learned to recognize his humanity.  
“There are things you can plan, but the 
other part is the environment you’re in.” 
Like TASIS, like SCI-Arc, like GST, and 
Global Green. “You can only change 
the world by changing yourself. And 
by being happy, joyful, blissful, and 
productive, you can impact those 
around you.”

www.mehrdaddabbagh.com

To read an extended version of this 
article, see www.tasis.ch/tasistoday.



Reunions Past & Future

Class of ‘85 – 25th Year Reunion 
in The Woodlands, Texas,
September 23-24, 2010

The weekend included a night on the town, a poolside barbecue at 
host Eric Imhoff’s home, a RUSH concert, and dancing at a local pub.
Many of us had not seen each other since the 10-year reunion in New 
Orleans but we all easily fell right back into our friendships of old, 
singing and dancing the night away, just like old times. Many a high 
school story was retold, friends remembered, and memories shared. 
I can’t wait to catch up with everyone again soon.      (Boris Bakovic)

Class of ‘00 – 10th Year Reunion
in Lugano, May 7-9, 2010

Class of ’85 – 25th Year Reunion
in Lugano, June 18-20, 2010

In June a few members of the class of 1985 made the trip to Lugano 
for a small reunion, where we were joined by others from the classes 
of 1984 and 1986. We had a lot of fun rediscovering Lugano and 
hanging out in the old haunts. The most exciting part was seeing some 
of our teachers – Howard Stickley, Chantal (Eley) Gordon, Bill Eichner 
– and the changes to the TASIS Campus. TASIS is doing a great job of 
improving facilities while maintaining the unique environment of the 
campus.                             (Dominic Mauriello)

Pictured: Diane (Herman) & Dominic Mauriello, Susanne Adahl,  
Diane (Swofford) & Mark Wege, Jim Frederick, and Kirk Pillow, on a 

boat ride on Lake Lugano. Not pictured: Bill Norton, Federico Orlando

Reunion Round-Up 2010   
 

See more reunion photos 
online at www.tasis.ch/alumnireunions
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A dozen alumni from the class of 2000 made the journey to Lugano in 
May 2010 to celebrate their 10th anniversary on the TASIS campus. As 
well as catching up with each other and visiting fondly remembered 
haunts, they had fun participating in the events laid on for the Grand 
Opening of the Palmer Center.

Pictured: Boris Bakovic, Trish (Muñoz) Kish, Eric Imhoff, John 
Waxman, Charles Dunne, Diane Swofford Wege, Kim James, Fiona 

Dyer, Bill Norton, Paige (Drummond) Schmidt, and Angie Kreft Seale

Pictured: Corrado Agusta, Anna Josue, Ashley Taylor, 
Christina Miles, Ali Matack, Monica Dedich, Tati Kiefer, 

Tatiana Lucchini Balmelli, Bill Eichner, Chris Weber.
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Class of ’76 Impromptu Reunion 
in Los Angeles, June 14, 2010

Eight guys spent their senior year of high school together in a 
large single-room dorm (Coach House) without any direct teacher 
supervision. Many fun times were shared! After 34 years, seven 
of us (and three of our spouses) got together for a little reunion 
dinner in LA. It was great!      (Christoph Scheurich)
 

In attendance: Victor Roman, Mohssen Ghiassi, Christoph and 
Nancy Scheurich, Arti and Carolin Haroutunian, Hernan de 

Elejalde, George and Dawn Bramhall, John Gaynor. 
Unable to attend: Shahram Sohjou.

1970s Reunion in New Orleans,
April 14-16, 2010
 
Angelo (from Angelo’s Store!) talks about his weekend in 
New Orleans with TASIS Alumni from the ‘70s.
“Imagine my surprise when students from ’73-’74 asked me 
to join their TASIS reunion in New Orleans! Alumni came from 
Nebraska, Miami, Seattle, Texas, Los Angeles, and New York. 
We reminisced about TASIS, Angelo’s Store, my mother, our 
weekend trips with the Porsche, teachers who are still at TASIS 
and those who have left, and, of course, Mrs. Fleming! I told 
them about the Master Plan buildings and all the campus 
changes. We went on picnics, listened to jazz, and enjoyed 
spending time together. Thank you to everyone who warmly 
welcomed me and Carmen!”                             (Angelo Piattini)

Class of ‘90 – 20th Year 
Reunion in Palm Beach, 
Florida, October 8-10, 
2010

The Class of 1990 met up in Palm 
Beach, Florida in October 2010. The 
group enjoyed reconnecting in this 
beautiful location and were especially 
appreciative of the ‘goodies’ sent over 
from the TASIS Alumni Office, including 
merchandise items, TASIS green and 
sleep-over forms, and the unforgettable 
drinking permission form.

Top from left:  Ken Tobe, Andrew Kloser , Sharon Yi Kloser, Mike Vongeningem, Greg Shields, 
Erin Shields, Mike Shanler, Eric Amundson, Faye Amundson, Randy Lanier

Bottom from left: Megumi Tobe, Heidi Mundhenk Jacobsen, Franca Marena Gullett, 
Clare deGraw, Kari Lanier. Not pictured: Bob Guarini



Top row: Michele Josue ’97, Anna Josue ’00, Jeanie Cunningham ’75, Yvonne Procyk; Roubik Aftandilians ’74, Kamil Khayat ’78; Kirk Wright, 
Susan Sindoni Wright ’82, Ken Biller ’82 and daughter Sophie, Tania Shetabi Nordstrom ’82 
Bottom row: Paul Gabriel, Daryn Hinton Gabriel ‘73, Shirin Amini ’75, Mario Ricciardi, PK Fields ’76, Yvette Vartanian Baroian ’73,  
Roubik Aftandilians ’74; Remi Franklin ‘03, Kay Hamblin; Christina Butz PG ‘98, Christiana (Sage) Wyly ’99

All-Class Reunion in Tokyo 
September 17, 2010

A group of TASIS alumni and Bill Eichner enjoyed a high-
spirited dinner in Tokyo after a cocktail reception, organized 
by Swiss Learning.

Bay Area Cookout Reunion
October 7, 2010
 
On October 7, around 30 alumni from the Bay Area gathered 
at the home of John ’60 and Amy Gage for a charming 
evening featuring delicious food and wine in lovely company. 
Prosciutto and melon, and especially chicken and potatoes, 
reminded everyone of TASIS! John was one of the very first 
TASIS students in 1956, and later on his mother became a 
local agent for Mrs. Fleming so that a good number of the 
people present remember interviewing with her when they 
were considering TASIS. It was a special evening.

All-Class Reunion in Los Angeles, October 2, 2010

Pictured: John Gage ’60, Bill Gage SH’63, 
 Margit and Fred Roland ’64

Pictured: Dan Inamoto ’96, Bill Eichner, Stephanie Kim ’95, Rina 
Kawai ’04, Shunichi Sayaki ’00, Rumi Nataami ’06, Munetaka 

Hirosaki, Miwako Amano ’00, Junji Shimizu ’91, Naoki 
Nishioka ’04, Nobuhito Kikukawa ’95, Chieko Fujishiro ’00
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Boston-Area Young Alumni Reunion 
February 5, 2011
Boston in February can be cold and bleak, but on Saturday the 
5th a group of young TASIS alumni enjoyed a cozy evening of 
university stories, TASIS memories, and shared laughter with                      
English Department Chair Courtney Hawes and Headmaster          
Michael Ulku-Steiner, who were in town for a conference.

All-Class Reunion in New York, November 20, 2010

Back row: Courtney Hawes, Nicola Cauro ’10, Çan Doganci ’05,  
Edward Haschke ’08, Takanori Tokoshima ’08. Middle row: Salome 
Shaverdashvili ’09, Jenny Tollefsen ’09, Jake Mulligan ’10. 
Front row: Ulkar Guliyeva ’09, Headmaster Michael Ulku-Steiner

Hans Figi ’75, Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ’63, 

Eglantine Graf ’02, Rick Bell PG ’65

Horst Dürrschmidt, Rick Bell PG ’65, Paulise Bell

Ivan Simic ’01, Sarah Wilson McNeil PG’01, Nick 
Goddard ’01 

Karen ’93, Anna ’02, and Michele Josue ’97, 
Maria Kim Shin ’94 

Emir Bahadir ’10 and friend, Tim Callahan, 
Yvonne Procyk

Kai Hansen ’05, Michael Bell ’05, 
Eftalia Anastassiadis ’05

Paola Martinez ’93, Rei Inamoto ’92, Bill Eichner, Yu Inamoto ’92   
Summer programs staff pose for a group shot
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Reunion Calendar 2011-12 
as of May 15, 2011

Class of 2001 – 10th Year Reunion
June 10-12, 2011 in Lugano
Contact: Caroline Rothstein, cercall@aol.com

TASIS 1964 & 1965 (& open to all alumni)
June 25 & 25, Savannah, Georgia
Contact: Larry Cornelius, Larry.Cornelius@comcast.net

Class of 1986 – 25th Year Reunion
June 24-26, 2011 in Lugano 
Contacts: Annette Roetger Rossi (rossi_roetger@hotmail.com) 
or Mouna Eitouni Smith (eitouni@yahoo.com) 
July 22-24, 2011 in Chicago 
Contact: Maggie Hammad Boyle, maggie_boyle@yahoo.com

Alpine Adventure 2011 
July 29-August 6 or 8, 2011
Jungfrau-Region hike, suitable for Alumni and Friends of TASIS of all ages. 
Contact: Peter Boynton ’69, petercboynton@gmail.com

Class of 1991 – 20th Year Reunion
October 7-10, 2011 in New York
Contact: Kristina Malcolm kmalcolm44@gmail.com or Gina Jose 
ginajose@hotmail.com, or look at the Facebook page! Please pass this on to 
other classmates as we don’t have everyone’s contact information on file.

Class of 1971 – 40th Year Reunion 
(dates & location TBD)
Contact: Judy Charlton, jugacha@sbcglobal.net 
Additionally, Robin Hamilton Brooks has issued a challenge to her classmates 
to join her on the Alpine Adventure and make it into a reunion hike! Contact: 
rhbrooks@nc.rr.com.

1968-73 Multi-Class Reunion
(dates & location TBD)
Three suggestions: New Orleans, tall-ship cruise off Florida, or Scottsdale, AZ
Contact: Glynis Sutter ’72, awaglynis@hotmail.com or on Skype to express 
your interest and preference!

All-Class Reunion in New York
November 19, 2011 
Cosmopolitan Club, 18:00 - 21:00
Class of 1992 – 20th Year Reunion
May 26, 2012 somewhere in the US and
June 8, 2012 in Lugano
Contact: Sophie Desplaces, sophiedesplaces@gmail.com or join our Facebook 
page (TASIS Class of ’92).

Class of 1987 – 25th Year Reunion
Lugano, 2012
Look out for dates and contact info nearer the time or email alumni@tasis.ch.

For more information or questions, please contact the alumni office at 
alumni@tasis.ch

All-Class Reunion 
in Washington, DC, 
April 8, 2011

Swiss Ambassador Manuel Sager with Bill Eichner

Yvonne Behrens ’70, Ellen Doscher Terpstra ’69, 
Yvette Brault Rogers ’69, Martha Freed Breunig ’69  

Carl Bryant, Pamela Springer Bryant ’68, Bill Eichner,
Jessica Caparas Hontiveros ’98, Adrien Aeschliman ’99 

Alejandra Perdomo Shaw PG’94, Lynn Fleming 
Aeschliman ’63, Katie McEvily Davenport PG’94 
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ALUMNI class news
3 421

5

60 
John Gage, Class Agent 
jcgage@sbcglobal.net

61 Jan Beuttel Cook has 
retired from teaching French in a prep 
school in California and now, with 
husband Carey, spends half the year 
in Florida. Jan and Carey maintain a 
website which they set up in 1997, 
www.myvocabulary.com, which 
provides free educational worksheets 
and content, including Latin and 
Greek root-based vocabulary lessons, 
hundreds of word and vocabulary 
lists for recommended reading and 
SAT / ACT prep, and grade-level-
appropriate, themed content for 
teachers. 

62 
Kathy Pitner, Class Agent 
rdlnkp@juno.com 
• Suzi Smith Lynch writes, “I live in 
Florida and teach creative writing and 
comedy improvisation to our delightful 
senior population. I am fortunate to 
be able to take my passion and make 
it my livelihood, especially as our 
country struggles with a downward 
economy. I remember my year at 
TASIS fondly.” 1 
• Robert Sears recently visited the 
School. He had a good time taking a 
stroll through the campus and enjoyed 
looking through the yearbooks. 2 

63 
Judy Callaway Brand, Class Agent  
OurBrand@webtv.net

64 Steven Heising reports, 
“After I retired about three years ago, 
I had a difficult time re-adjusting. I 
kept myself busy studying cosmology 
and even began the prototype of an 
autonomous sailboat that would sail 
itself around the world. Although 
these hobbies kept my mind busy, it 
bothered me that I wasn’t producing 
anything the world needed, or even 
wanted. Then one day, as I was 
sipping whiskey with my eldest son 
Jim, at a family gathering - it hit me. 
‘Let’s open a distillery!’ Everyone 
laughed and thought it was a great 
idea; so we did! It turned out to be 
a huge ordeal, but we now have the 
first legal distillery on Whidbey Island, 
in Washington State. We are presently 
producing brandy day and night, but 
are soon to begin production of our 
Loganberry Liqueur and our island 
whiskey, dubbed Whidskey. This is 
so much fun! You can check out our 
website at www.whidbeydistillery.
com. There is link to a nice article 
about us in the local paper, and there 
is a webcam so you can often see Lilly 
the cat (Distillation Anomaly Detector) 
and me running the still.” 3

65 Larry Cornelius writes, 
“A reunion in Savannah, Georgia, is 
planned for the weekend of June 24-
25, 2011. Savannah is a great place 
to visit and reunite with former TASIS 
alumni. The target alumni are those 
who attended TASIS from September 
1964 through June 1965 but, hey, if 
you attended TASIS and want to have 
a great time in a fun place, then you 
are welcome to join us. A sit-down 
dinner is planned for Friday night, 

June 24. An air-conditioned bus tour 
of many of the Savannah sites used 
in films is planned for late Saturday 
afternoon and a riverboat dinner cruise 
is planned for Saturday evening. If you 
want your fun to continue on Sunday, 
we’ll have brunch at a restaurant with 
a spectacular view of the Atlantic 
Ocean and beach at Tybee Island. If 
you’re interested, please contact me: 
Larry.Cornelius@comcast.net.”
• Hilda (Cox) Mills had dinner with 
Bill Quinn and Maria (de Ronde) 
Callaghan in 2009. They had a great 
evening. 4

66 
Ned Lynch, Class Agent 
nedleigh@gmail.com

67 Claudia Deaton Grover 
reports, “I graduated from Golden 
High School in Golden, Colorado 
in 1967 and went on to Beloit 
College in Beloit, Wisconsin to 
major in psychology. I worked for 
the Federal Government at the US 
State Department Chicago Passport 
Agency and the US General Services 
Administration Public Buildings Service 
in Chicago until retirement after 38 
years and 3 months of service. I’m 

married to Maurice R. Glover, a retired 
attorney. We have two daughters, 
Allison and Adrienne. We all reside in 
Chicago, Illinois.” 5

68 
Pamela Stevie Springer Bryant, 
Class Agent  ohsaycanuc@cox.net

69 
Pamela Carillo Jackson,  
Class Agent pjackson@tectron.net 
• Susan Gentry Cloud is living in 
Highland Park, Illinois. She recently 
got two kittens, Chocolate Point and 
Lilac Lynx Point. 6

70 Christian Draz plans a visit 
to Lugano very soon. It has been five 
years since his last visit. He enjoyed 
the annual lunch in Tuscany and 
hopes to do it again. 
• Laura Snook has been living in 
Rome since 2005, and is enjoying 
being back in beautiful Europe and 
retrieving her Italian after years in 
Mexico, the US, and Indonesia. 
She leads a research program on 
Understanding and Managing 
Biodiversity at Bioversity International, 
one of the consortium of international 
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research centers supported by the 
CGIAR. She is involved in projects on 
the conservation of plant diversity in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. She 
spends much of her time writing 
articles, proposals, and reports, and 
continues to be grateful for the 
contributions of Max Page to her skills. 
• Sarah Spitz writes, “I wish my news 
were more joyous but the past year has 
been very difficult. After nine months 
of needing 24/7 care, my mother 
passed away at home, a week shy of 
her 92nd birthday. With her favorite 
caregiver at her side and the aid of in-
home hospice, she died on September 
17. Then, my beloved cat Leo had to 
be put down. On a more upbeat note, 
I’ve put my Master Gardener training 
to good use, establishing a monthly 
outreach booth at the Mar Vista 
Farmers Market, where we give away 
free seeds and seedlings as we hand 
out information. And I have begun 
working on two new projects: a 
“Plug Hub” at the Venice High School 
Learning Garden, where we plan to 
become the source of seedlings for 
LAUSD school gardens; and the Seed 
Library of Los Angeles, where we are 
working on creating a locally-specific 
lending library of seeds that are not 
genetically modified and are adapted 
to our various local soils and micro-
climates. I’m still the publicity director 
at KCRW but I am working toward 
getting back to my first public radio 
passion, producing feature reports on 
the arts. And I hope to sell my condo 
and buy a house in the area this year. 
Keep your fingers crossed for me. And 
I still have my other cat, Sophie to 
keep me company; I plan to get her a 
new companion once the home issues 
get settled.”

71  
Scott H. Whittle, Class Agent  
incal@earthlink.net
• Alan Lewis Robinson writes, “I 
am a travel agent with Global Travel 
International. We book flights, hotel, 
worldwide cruises, and, of course, 
tours to all parts of the globe. We also 
have the convenience of letting our 
customers book online at my website 
for air and hotel or car rentals at
www.alanrobinson.globaltravel.
com.”

72 
Patricia Mullen Rempen, Class 
Agent TrishRempen@gmail.com 
• Patricia Mullen Rempen is happily 
living in New Mexico, still running her 
import company, Foreign Accents. Her 
three sons are all out of the house and 
off to college and to far corners of the 
world. Trish enjoys reconnecting with 
TASIS Facebook friends, making art, 
and traveling! 7 
• Claudia Bates Physioc was sad that 
she couldn’t attend the Washington, 
DC reunion in April, but sends her 
best. 8

73 
Wendy Barton Benson, Class 
Agent  wendybbenson@aol.com 
• Wendy Banning continues 
to live in North Carolina. A few 
months ago, she had a wonderful 
visit with Maret Lee Hensick ’71, 
a childhood buddy from their early 
years in Belgium and Germany and 
also a TASIS alumna. Wendy has co-
developed and is program director 

for an outdoor learning program 
called Irvin Learning Farm. She also 
recently co-authored a book called 
Lens on Outdoor Learning that was 
published in October by Redleaf Press. 
She continues to dream of someday 
returning to Montagnola. Wendy’s 
three daughters all live in North 
Carolina; Britton is 25 and Shelby 
and Quinn are both 20. As a family, 
they always look for opportunities 
to travel, backpack, and have 
adventures. Wendy remains eager to 
reconnect with old TASIS friends and 
would love to hear from Wendy 
Hollinger, Marilyn Moore, Anita 
Cataldo and anyone else who would 
like to reconnect after all these years. 
email: wendy@learn-outside.com or 
www.learn-outside.com. 9 
• Yvette Vartanian Baroian lives in 
Los Angeles. She is married with two 
boys. 10 
• David Blocker is working hard 
on his next films after finishing up 
production on both Hannah Montana 
movies. These films were quite 
different to his arty, film-festival-
friendly movies, but he, and of course 
his daughter, loved  them. He is still 
living in California and loving it! 
• Wendy Barton Benson writes, 
“My life is fantastic with my daughter 
Caroline graduating this year and 
heading off to the University of 
Alabama! She hopes to study 
Marketing & Business. In the past few 
years she’s played a cheerleader in the 
movie The Blind Side, worked on 
Karen Handel’s campaign for Georgia 
Governor, and has shadowed with 
Arthur Blank’s company. Caroline 
plans on attending the London School 
of Economics summer school after her 
freshman year. I am a proud momma! 

Sadly, my daddy Charles Coggins 
Barton died this past November. At 
least I know that he and Mrs. Fleming 
are enjoying a ‘toddy’ together 
somewhere...up ‘there’!” 11 

74  
Kathy Gamble Pilugin, Class 
Agent dulcinea_q1@yahoo.com 
• Leslie (Lishon) Sosnowski updated 
us in August 2010: “My earlier work 
in Haiti was featured in TASIS Today 
(Fall 2007). Currently I serve on the 
board of the CARMA foundation, 
which works to help the women and 
children of Haiti. The founder, Melky 
Jean, is the sister of Wyclef Jean. Two 
articles featuring my work in Haiti 
one month after the earthquake are 
featured on the CARMA website 
(www.carmafoundation.org ) . 
One is the story of the successful 
evacuation of a young, sick, pregnant 
teen to the US, and the other focuses 
on my art therapy work. My father 
was proud of my earlier work in Haiti 
and would have been extremely proud 
of the work I did post-earthquake and 
of the work I do through the CARMA 
foundation to help bring safety and 
security to the poorest women and 
children in Haiti.” 
• Anne Arnold Guthrie writes, 
“What an absolute treat it was to have 
Angelo and his lovely wife here in the 
States! I planned a picnic at Oak Alley, 
one of the more famous plantations in 
the area, to try and recreate a version 
of one of the many wonderful day 
trip picnics we all enjoyed so much at 
TASIS. I was unable to secure a blue 
VW bus or the fabulous sandwiches 
we had in Switzerland but was able to 
treat Angelo to New Orleans’ famous 
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Muffaletta! It was truly wonderful 
to reconnect with old friends and 
make new ones. Ann Liederman 
’78 was particularly helpful to me (a 
Vezia student I hadn’t met before). 
She rallied the “younger kids”, and 
was instrumental in getting Angelo 
here. We continue to grow our 
TASIS alumni family on Facebook 
and through our Yahoo group page 
that Kathy Gamble Pilugin set up a 
few years back. We’re talking about 
another 70s Reunion in Miami next 
year. My thanks again to the School 
for sending us our Angelo. Also, to 
those of you who came on down to 
New Orleans! I had a blast!” 
• Betsy Morss Byrne writes, “Lots 
of happenings in 2010 headlined 
by Kelly and Jason Mayer becoming 
engaged while on vacation in 
Provence during June (they are to 
be married here in Boulder in June - 
lots of wedding planning underway) 
and Andrew taking the plunge and 
heading off to Beijing for a year to 
teach English as a Second Language 
to 2- to 5-year-olds. Kelly and Jason 
continue to live in Philadelphia. Kel is 
working full time as a registered nurse 
(finally on days after a year of working 
nights) and Jason in his final year of 
medical school. He’s been busy of 
late interviewing for his residency 
and soon for his intern year. They will 
know where they will be living come 
the end of June. We managed to 
squeeze in a trip to China to visit with 
Drew and his friends for ten days over 
Thanksgiving week.” 
• Roubik Aftandilians is living in 
Los Angeles, California with wife 
Karineh and two daughters, Tania 
and Natasha. Tania is a second-

year medical student at St. George’s 
University Medical School. Natasha is 
a third-year student at University of 
California, Irvine majoring in Political 
Science. Roubik loved seeing Angleo 
Piattini and his lovely wife Carmen in 
New Orleans after 35 years. 
• Steve Schriber is a local hero. He 
recently helped save a woman who 
was about to be mugged on the 
streets of Detroit. He along with other 
locals stepped in and took down the 
assailant before any harm could be 
done. We congratulate Steve on his 
bravery!

75
Linda Jaekel Avery, Class Agent  
Averylin@aol.com  
• Linda Jaekel Avery shared this 
update in September: “My husband 
Doug and I have been living in 
southwest Colorado for the past 
10 years, having moved here from 
Washington DC.  When ‘neighbors’ 
(all at least a mile away) tease me 
about our red roof, I tell them it 
reminds me of Switzerland! We 
live on a lake and have fabulous 
mountain views – so that reminds me 
of Switzerland too! We bike, hike, ski 
– it’s a real outdoor paradise. We also 
do some time sailing in the Caribbean, 
so we get our time on bigger waters 
too.” 
• Trudy White Catterfeld lives on 
an island in the Pacific Northwest, and 
had a great time at the 70s Reunion in 
New Orleans this last spring. 
• Craig Bond writes, “My wife (Terri) 
and our two kids (Jason and Kayla) 
have been living in Denton, Texas for 
the last 14 years. Terri and I have the 

house to ourselves these days. Jason 
is a senior at Southwestern College 
in Winfield, Kansas and Kayla is a 
freshman at Texas A&M University-
Commerce. I have always enjoyed 
reading the annual TASIS alumni 
magazine. I have to admit I have not 
done a good job of keeping in touch 
with people but I received an email 
from Radi Todorov after the New 
Orleans Reunion.” 
• Jeanie Cunningham sent us 
a beautiful Christmas card last 
December. In her card she expressed 
how happy she was to visit us last 
year for the Palmer Cultural Center 
Grand Opening Weekend, where 
many alumni could get together and 
reminisce on old times. Jeanie says it 
was the highlight of her year. 
• Hans Figi writes, “I had a wonderful 
time at the TASIS New York reunion in 
November. Saw Shahab Navab ‘77, 
Shauna Morrison ‘76, and Rick Bell 
PG’65 as well as the travelling TASIS 
crew who were all in terrific form. 
Our alma mater has never been in 
better hands! Sons Jake Figi ‘14 (age 
14) and Lucas Figi ‘16 (age 13) are 
doing well in their new schools in the 
UK though miss their TASIS friends 
and teachers. Jake is rowing crew for 
Charterhouse, was chosen for the very 
competitive Royal Marines contingent 
of the Cadet Corps, and remains 
at the top in his form academically. 
Lucas is captain of the Aldro shooting 
team, won most-improved in cricket 
(not too hard since he could not even 
spell cricket a year ago), is on the first 
XV team in rugby, and is competing 
for an art scholarship for next year. 
Home is a 250-year-old farmhouse 
in the middle of a large estate with 

the nearest neighbors ½ mile away. 
We have 10 chickens and are keeping 
bees – though no honey just yet. 
We miss our friends and colleagues 
at TASIS, the sun, the food, and 
the skiing - but are happy keeping 
in touch and visiting Montagnola 
occasionally.” 
• Debi Briggs Vaughn shares, 
“Just a word that Mike Bean and I 
had so much fun in New Orleans at 
the reunion. Can’t wait til the next 
one. It was so great seeing everyone, 
including Angelo.Thanks to Kent most 
photos have been posted. Thanks to 
Ann and Anne for arranging such 
a special trip. Our family is all doing 
great and everyone will be happy to 
know my broken foot finally healed. 
It was a long battle as I re-fractured it 
after New Orleans and had another 6 
weeks with a cast on.” 

76
P.K. Fields, Class Agent  
pkfields@earthlink.net

77 
Richard Mullen, Class Agent 
rdmullen@verizon.net 
• Gholi Soltani lives in Washington 
DC. He is still an avid soccer player 
and is very involved in the sport. In 
November he was at the New York 
reunion and was able to catch up with 
many friends. 12

78 
Heidi Nickels Pace, Class Agent  
heidi.pace@asd20.org 
• Sharon Sexton McNerney writes, 
“I have five children and live in a 
northern suburb of Chicago. My two 
older girls work and are on their own 
in Chicago and Boulder. My three 
younger ones are in middle school. 
They are all hockey players! Daniel 
(11) recently traveled to Sweden 
to play hockey for the US. I still do 
design work, and keep busy with all 
the scheduling. I visited Laney Sproat 
Pitt ’78 to celebrate our birthdays 
and had a great time reliving all our 
memories together! Best to all my old 
friends from our TASIS years!” 
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• Carolina Roman writes, “After 
11 wonderful years in New York, my 
husband and I have relocated to the 
Bay Area. Haven’t found a house yet, 
but will take our time. The company 
Tjerk works for has offices in Palo Alto 
so we will be looking in this area. We 
were skiing in Squaw Valley and almost 
ran into Christoph Scheurich ’76. He 
was skiing there with his daughter. 
We spoke on the phone and will be 
in touch again since he lives in the 
Bay Area. My brother Victor Roman 
’76 and Christoph were dorm mates 
(in the Coach House) and Christoph 
is nice enough to help out Victor’s 
little sister. We look forward to many 
years of sun and warmth in the San 
Francisco area.” 
• Charlotte Bentlif shares a picture 
with us. 13 
• David Nichols shares a lovely 
picture from Facebook. 14

79 Corina Kiefert Chester 
writes, “Liz Lustig Beer, Jennifer 
Mathieson and I are planning a 
reunion in Vancouver this August. We 
will all be celebrating turning 50 this 
year. And we do mean to celebrate! 
It has been 11 years since we last saw 
each other and we’re very excited to 
reunite. My daughter Katie is a chef 
in Toronto and my son Pierce will be 
heading to Toronto in September to 
begin college. My husband and I will 
be “empty nesters” which is still hard 
to believe. The positive side to this is 
that I have much more free time to 
pursue my art career now. I’m enjoying 
experimenting with printmaking 
and encaustic. My husband Paul just 
had a successful solo exhibition in 

Boston last June and he has another 
one coming up in May, in Ottawa. 
With the children grown, I’m able to 
accompany him on all his travels - a 
very exciting time for us now. We still 
live in our log home in the country, 90 
minutes from Toronto, and can enjoy 
the best of both worlds. I sure do miss 
you, TASIS Lugano, and hope to see 
you again one day soon.” 15

80
Antonella Noseda Quadri, Class 
Agent anoseda@swissonline.ch 
• Graham Bonnet is still living in 
Galveston, Texas and is working as 
a shop foreman. He recently went 
to visit his father in South Africa. He 
plans to meet up with David Grimes 
’79 this spring and will spend the 
summer with friends and family. 16 
• Allison Kirby Pryharski shares, 
“I have enjoyed connecting with so 
many people through Facebook. 
I have continued teaching at the 
elementary level and have enjoyed 
being a master teacher for student 
teachers from Pepperdine, Cal State-
Northridge, and Loyola Marymount 
University. My daughter, Christina, 
and I continue to travel the globe 
and enjoy life. I am so proud that 
Christina will be graduating from 
Loyola Marymount this May. In the fall 
she will do her student teaching, and 
I’m hoping she will do her teaching 
assignments at my school, which was 
also her elementary school.”

81  
Nounou Taleghani, Class Agent   
nounou@stanford.edu

82 
Tania Shetabi Nordstrom, Class 
Agent tsnordstrom@yahoo.com
• Gretchen S. Schaefer shares a 
picture from Facebook. 17

83 Stephen Brooks and his 
wife, Shelli, and their children, Connor 
and Gaven, have recently moved from 
Madisonville to Mandeville, Louisiana, 
25 miles north of New Orleans. 
Stephen continues to practice law 
and manage The Brooks Law Firm, 
and is celebrating the firm’s 15th year 
in business. He is actively working 
toward expansion into Alabama and 
Texas in 2012. When not practicing 
law, Stephen is an active member 
of his community and has served as 
a recreational football coach in the 
U12 division for the past seven years. 
Stephen and his wife also devote 
considerable time and resources to 
serving the needs of their children’s 
school. Both of their children are 
active in community service programs, 
sports and theater. Gaven is a working 
actor and is set to start work on a new 
production in May, which requires a 
brief trip to Italy, and Stephen, Shelli, 
and Connor plan on joining him. 
Following their stay in Italy, Stephen 
and his family plan on traveling to 
Switzerland to visit TASIS. 18

84 Billy Zane enjoyed a break 
from his busy schedule in June 2010 
to vacation in Istanbul and Greece 
with TASIS friend Ferit Sahenk 
’83. Billy and Candice are proud to 

make their debut as parents of Ava 
Katherine born in February 2011! 19 
• Tom Litle is enjoying life on the 
Merrimack river with wife Kim and 
two sons Tommy (10) and Nicholas (6) 
in Newburyport, Massachusetts.

85  
Boris Bakovic, Class Agent 
bbakovic@me.com 
• Dominic Mauriello writes “We had 
a great time visiting the campus this 
summer and seeing several members 
of the faculty that we have known 
and loved for the past 25+ years. 
We were very impressed with the 
improvements on campus. We look 
forward to our next visit. It was great 
to also see so many of our classmates 
(Jim Frederick, Diane Wege, 
Susanne Adahl, Annette Rossi-
Roetger, Kirk Pillow, Federico 
Orlando ‘86, and Bill Norton).”
• Jackie Del Val writes, “I am still 
in Tampa, working for Hillsborough 
Community College. I did move 
my department to another location 
in town, Ybor City, a Cuban/Latin 
neighborhood with many night 
spots and awesome restaurants 
and cobblestone streets, so I love it! 
Amazingly, I have lost weight instead 
of gained with all the good eats in 
town! It must be all the walking. 

15
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I had fusion surgery on March 1 on 
my neck to repair long-standing 
problems that have bothered me 
since 2006. Since October 2010 I’ve 
had numerous injuries; sprained a 
foot and knee playing tennis, then 
recovered and broke the same foot 
while helping a neighbor and injured 
the knee again. That has been my life 
for a while! I celebrated five years 
with my wonderful partner, Luciana, 
in January 2011. She had medical 
issues while in Brazil on Christmas 
break and required surgery, but 
thankfully she is fine and came home 
late January with her mom in tow for 
two months to take care of her! We 
hope to be house-shopping within 
the year so we can have one place 
and a yard for Benta, our three-year-
old pound rescue dog. Otherwise, I 
visit with my folks who live in town 
and my nephew Tommy who now is 
7 and makes us laugh and smile daily! 
All is well with my sister Dianne Del 
Val Pethtal ‘83, who is living in New 
Jersey with her daughter Samantha, 
now 8 years old and almost taller than 
her mom! 20 • Michael Price shares 
a photo with us. 21

86 
Maggie Hammad Boyle, Class 
Agent maggie_boyle@yahoo.com, 
Denise Mobley, Class Agent  
dmobley415@comcast.net 
• Matthew Campbell has published 
his novel, Tether - DIATRǼCUS on 
Lulu (under the pseudonym of Phete 
McBawltalms), and will soon publish 
his non-fiction text on advanced 
project management, PCISTM.

87 Mike Greene is serving in 
Afghanistan with the US Army. 
• Alex De Bruin recently moved 
to Paris, and writes, “The family 
is slowly settling into the Parisian 
lifestyle although the kids miss their 
US schools. Please keep me updated 
if TASIS is organizing any activities in 
Paris.” 
• Victoria Waxman Kowalski 
shares, “I am living in Houston, Texas 
with my wonderful husband of 15 
years and three beautiful children, 
Jacob (12), Joey (9), and Kira (7). 
I received a degree in veterinary 
technology (as an animal nurse) and 
worked at a feline specialty practice 
for many years before starting a 
family. I now am a stay-at-home mom 
and love it! My husband is in sales 
for a horticultural company. I have 
contact with many old TASIS friends 
on Facebook and it’s fun to see what 
everyone is doing these days.” 22 
• Jennifer Wraspir writes, “In the 
past year I’ve had the opportunity to 
travel a bit. I’ve taken short trips to 
Tucson to visit my parents, a cruise to 
Alaska and a cruise to the Caribbean 
leaving out of New Orleans. I’m still 
living in Redmond, Washington and 
I’m working on contract assignment 
with Microsoft in the Interoperability 
& Standards team doing program 
management. I still keep in contact 
with several TASIS friends (thanks 
to Facebook) like Claudia Nielsen-
Leavitt, Jorga den Ouden, Mike 
Greene, and a bunch of others 
almost daily. In my free time I 
continue to volunteer for the Susan 
G. Komen 3-Day 60-Mile Walk. The 
photo was taken during the last 3-Day 

Walk as I was on the route supporting 
and cheering on my team and the 
walkers.” 23 
• Susan Reiber Powell writes, “My 
dearest friends today are the ones 
I met during my tenure at TASIS. I 
now live in Baltimore, Maryland and 
have three small boys. My oldest 
son, Tucker, is in 1st Grade at the 
School of the Cathedral of Mary Our 
Queen. I am in charge of the Auction 
Committee for the school’s annual 
fundraising event. We hope to have 
a reunion of our class in Lugano next 
summer!”

88
Laura West Presnol, Class Agent 
lpresnol@starbucks.com 
• Laura West Presnol has worked 
with Marriott for many years and 
was in Switzerland in September on a 
recruiting trip. She took time out from 
her schedule to drive down to Lugano 
and visit campus. She enjoyed seeing 
the additions to campus, but was 
most thrilled to get into her old dorm 
room and find it practically unchanged 
since she lived in Monticello when it 
opened in 1987.

89 
Lori Romero Ketter, Class Agent  
loriketter@q.com 
• Kim Blake is living in San Diego. In 
March she will celebrate her 7-year 
wedding anniversary. Kim started a 
web design business in 2009 and it 
has continued to grow. 

90  
Franca Marena Gullett, Class 
Agent fmarena@aol.com

91 
Kristina Malcolm , Class Agent  
kmalcolm44@gmail.com  
Gina Jose Heydari, Class Agent  
ginajose@hotmail.com 
• Kristina Malcolm writes, “Looking 
forward to seeing the Class of ‘91 at 
our 20th Year Reunion in NYC from 
October 7-10! Please contact me if 
you’re not already a part of the TASIS 
Facebook Class of ‘91 Reunion Group. 
In other news, my husband and I are 
about to celebrate our son Fraser 
Douglas Griffith’s first birthday. What 
a fantastic life change it is to have a 
child!”
• Lisa Nikfarjam has launched her 
luxury jewelry collection, Lisa Nik, in 
boutiques worldwide. The company 
is based in NYC and present in 30 
stores; see www.lisanik.com.

92
Sophie Desplaces, Class Agent 
sophiedesplaces@gmail.com 
• Sophie Desplaces met with 
Caroline Sislain TE ’87 during a 

23
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recent trip to Boston. Caroline and 
Sophie first met in 1992 and both 
attended Bentley College. After 15 
years, Facebook did the trick and 
reunited them. They then met for 
dinner and had a wonderful time! 
Sophie tells us, “I am still working 
for the French Standards Institute 
(AFNOR) and loving it. In August 
I visited Henrik Wallberg ’90 in 
Las Palmas and reconnected for a 
dinner with Antonio Cruz ‘93. For 
Thanksgiving Karen Nicholson 
Osborne ‘93 and her husband Brice 
came to Paris and we had dinner 
together. After 20 years I reconnected 
with Camille Clifton ’94 who is 
moving back to Paris. Please remind 
my classmates that we are planning 
our 20th reunion. Two events are 
being planned now. Please contact 
me.” 24 
• Hannah Ashmore writes, “I finally 
emotionally committed to staying 
in the Ann Arbor, Michigan area 
(Ypsilanti, specifically) last summer 
and started rooting around for a full-
time, ‘big girl’ job. I stumbled across a 
goldmine that uses my skills, engages 
my passions, and gives me room to 
grow, as a Development Manager 
for a local non-profit, Growing Hope 
(www.growinghope.net). I left 
NYC with two over-arching goals: 
to regain a sense of community and 
to help fight the obesity epidemic 
in youth. While my new ‘dream job’ 
isn’t at all how I pictured my goals to 
look, it is indeed exactly where I’m 
meant to be - for so many reasons...
particularly that I get to hang out with 
my 3-year-old nephew on a regular 
basis! If you’re ever in the ‘hood, feel 
free to say hello - my email address is 
hashmore@gmail.com.”

93 
Paula Quijano, Class Agent  
paula@mctbold.com

94 Michael Wilson’s wedding 
in October 2010 turned into a TASIS 
reunion. Bill Eichner made a detour 
during one of his US trips, and 
classmates Santiago Muguruza, 
Carla Arimont, Cristina Rigamonti 
’93, Jean-Francois Belisle PG’94, 
Paula Quijano ’93, and John 
Newman ’93 were also in attendance 
to wish Michael and his bride well. 25 
• Emily Chiang shares a recent photo 
with us. Emily is in the jewelry and 
hotel business. She is currently living 
with her parents in Taiwan. 26

95 
Nicole Pearson, Class Agent  
rothko333@yahoo.com 
• Melissa Eastlake visited campus 
in May 2010 along with husband-
to-be Michael and her best friend 
since TASIS days, Sasha Crnogorac 
’97. Sasha, who still lives in Lugano, 
traveled to Australia to be at their 
wedding in December 2010. Melissa 
admired the way the campus has 
developed since her last visit four or 
five years ago, and considers her two 
TASIS years as the best in her life. 
“What an eventful year 2010 was for 
me. Not only did I get engaged and 
then married, I also got to take an 
early honeymoon to beautiful Lugano 
in May where I caught up with Sasa 
Crnogorac ‘97, Rade Crnogorac 
‘96, and Yasmin Airaghi. And I got 
to show Michael TASIS and where 

I grew up. I bumped into Yvonne, 
which was lovely. I could not believe 
how much the school has expanded. 
I even got a sneak peek of my old 
room, and that alone brought up so 
many good memories. I am planning 
to take another trip to Europe in May, 
so hopefully will get to catch up with 
my old friends once again. 27
 • Brian Igel left his large law firm 
and started a private practice. Bellizio 
& Igel, PLLC (www.bilawfirm.com) 
is a boutique law firm focusing on 
the transactional needs of small 
businesses, start-ups, entrepreneurs, 
artists, and entertainers. 
• Margo McClimans moved from 
Italy to Zurich last June and is loving 
being back in Switzerland. She had 
a great time seeing old friends at the 
inauguration of the new theater at 
TASIS campus in May 2010. She is still 
doing leadership programs, coaching 
and intercultural training (www.
coachingwithoutborders.com). 
Margo is renting out her place in Italy 
as a holiday home now, and would 
be grateful if you could help spread 
the word! It’s on TripAdvisor and 
HolidayLettings.co.uk under “Villa 
Allegria” in Monfumo. 
• Lizzie Jarvis writes “Happy to be 
back in regular contact with some 
old TASIS friends since the Lugano 
reunion in May, and looking forward 
to seeing Margo McClimans in 
Zurich at the end of April and perhaps 
a trip to the States this year.” 

96  
Gina Van Hoof, Class Agent  
gvanhoof@gmail.com 
• Umut Ozkanca is a successful 
restaurateur. After graduating from 

the French Culinary Institute of New 
York at the top of his class, he returned 
to Istanbul where he currently (April 
2010) has 10 restaurants. Many of 
these are in prestigious locations with 
Bosphorus views and all are beloved 
of local and visiting gourmets alike. 
In April 2010 he added a Jazz Bar to 
his group. Whenever he opens a new 
restaurant, Umut works in it for six 
months to set it on track and make 
sure the quality is up to his exacting 
standards. 
• Nazli Celik Oztarhan is a well-
known TV journalist and anchor-
woman with Star TV in Istanbul. 
• Masha Tivyan Stout and her 
husband Ben welcomed their daughter 
Nina Isabella, born in March 2010, in 
Los Angeles. Everyone is doing great. 28 
• Francesca Nicotra moved to 
Amsterdam recently. She wrote us in 
March: “I have been learning a bit of 
Dutch; my years in South Africa help 
as Afrikaans is old Boer language, 
but the lack of a fixed and certain 
grammar is a bit of a problem! I don’t 
use it at work since it’s an American 
company and we all speak English, but 
I do try my best to use it when I get a 
chance, which is tough in a city where 
everyone speaks English!” Francesca 
would love to be in touch with other 
TASIS alumni in Holland and Belgium: 
mariafrancesca.nicotra@ge.com.

97 
Kevin McMenamin, Class Agent   
mcmenamin@hotmail.com 
• Abdurrahman Cakar and his 
wife currently live in Bursa, but are 
considering emigrating to Australia. 
• Dorukhan Acar is a Principal with 
The Boston Consulting Group, one 
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the largest management consulting 
companies in the world, where he 
advises banks, insurers, and other 
financial institutions on their key 
strategic topics. After working in 
New York, Amsterdam, and Milan, he 
enjoys being back in Istanbul. 

98  
John Procter, Class Agent  
jprocter@gibraltar-llc.com 
• Joy Conway writes, “My husband 
Mike and I happily welcomed our 
second child in April 2010. Our son 
Calvin is a wonderful addition to our 
family and along with our daughter 
Sofia, we continue to live the dream 
in northern Virginia. Mike and I still 
actively update our wine blog, www.
wineforthecheap.com, and proudly 
announce that it was recently named 
to a top 50 wine blogs list. I hope to 
hear from old friends and would love 
to reconnect!”

99 Elisabetta Muttathukunnel 
wrote us in November: “After 
graduating from the Glion Institute I 
worked in PR in Milan for a year before 
moving to China where I worked 
another year as marketing assistant 
in a typical five-star hotel. When I 
came back to Lugano I worked three 
years as personal assistant to Aniello 
Lauro, the General Manager of the 
Splendide Royal. After he passed 
away I left the hotel for a company 
which organizes international tourism 
events in Lugano, and in September 
2010 I took on the role of Director of 
Sales at the Parco Paradiso.” 
• Ollie Rasini was thrilled to be 
invited back to TASIS in May 2010 

as guest of honor at the opening 
of the Palmer Cultural Center. She 
got to dress classy and hang out 
with buckets of TASIS faculty and 
alumni, including her sisters, Sofia 
Rasini ‘99 and Thea Rasini ‘02, at 
the amazing Gala organized with 
help from Michele Josue ‘97. She 
recently moved to Bologna, Italy, and 
is producing and acting in Taming of 
the Shrew this year with her theatre 
company, Teatro delle Due (www.
teatrodelledue.com). 
• Silvia Perotti writes, “I’ve been 
living in Madrid since I left TASIS in 
1999. It’s 11 years already, even if 
it seems incredible! I work in the 
production department of a theatre 
development company. It’s fun and I 
never get bored! But the big news is 
that this summer I’m getting married! 
I’m very excited and a couple of TASIS 
friends are coming to my wedding.” 
• Adrien N. Aeschliman and 
Margaret A. Smith PG ’00 joined 
in holy matrimony on June 12, 2010, 
in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. They live 
in Baltimore where Meg works as a 
critical care nurse at the University of 
Maryland Hospital, and where Adrien 
is opening his own Bottega at 1729 
Maryland Avenue this spring. 29 
• Goran Vasiljevic returned to 
Europe recently with his wife Iliana 
after 10 years living in the US and 
working in investment banking. He 
continues to play some tennis, and 
finds the tennis circuit useful for 
networking. Goran plans to settle in 
either Switzerland or Germany. 30

00 Dmitri Beliavski works in 
Moscow with Yuri Yurin ’97 and 
in close collaboration with George 

Shevardnadze ’95 and Rosti 
Brodsky ’98 who are in Kiev. Yuri 
hopes his six-year-old daughter Anna 
will attend a TASIS Summer Program. 
• Miwako Amano is working with 
ALC in Japan, assisting students in 
their search for boarding schools 
overseas. 
• Su Yi Chao recently sent us a 
picture of her and her husband,  
Chia-Wei Yang, playing with their 
son Dean Yang. 31

01  
Caroline Rothstein, Class Agent 
cercall@aol.com 

02  
Daniella Einik, Class Agent  
daniellaeinik@gmail.com 
• Julia Bennett is currently living 
in New York City and working for 
Leading Hotels of the World after 
graduating from L’Ecole Hoteliere 
de Lausanne where she received her 
Bachelor of Science after graduating 
from TASIS.

03 Hiro Rupchandani wrote 
us in August 2010: “I currently live 
in Montego Bay, Jamaica and work 
in the family business, an import and 
distribution company called Norinco 
International Limited. We opened a 
branch here in 2005. I am going to 
have to make it to a reunion soon 
and get in touch with the TASIS 
environment, hopefully in Lugano.” 
• Camilla Zamperlini visited campus 
in October and reconnected with 
Michael Ulku-Steiner, Masa Yo ’04 
and her Italian teacher Mario d’Azzo. 

She finished off the afternoon by 
attending a faculty-student soccer 
game. Camilla now works in Human 
Resources for Alcatel-Lucent in Sao 
Paulo, where she is thriving. 
• Ilya Sokolov writes “I am the 
general director of our family company, 
working in marine insurance 
consulting and handling claims.” 

04 
Masa Yo, Class Agent  
masa.yo@gmail.com 
• Camille Van de Velde is finishing 
her BA in European History of Culture 
and Ideas (EUKLID). 
• Ömer Capkinoglu writes, “After 
finishing up college, I returned to 
Istanbul and currently am working 
in the family business here. I hope to 
come visit TASIS soon.”

05 
Eda Aksoy, Class Agent
eda3n@virginia.edu
Maitri Shila Tursini, Class Agent 
maitri.tursini.09@ucl.ac.uk 
• Permele Doyle is doing Public 
Relations for Tom Ford Beauty. 
• Abigail Pfeil is getting married to 
Benjamin Freigang in the summer 
of 2012. She is moving to Munich 
from Lyon, France, where she has 
spent the last two years working 
for a medical engineering company. 
Tomris Ozkül will be her bridesmaid 
for the wedding. Tomris is graduating 
from Ecole Hôtelière de Lausanne this 
spring. 
• Nour Gammoh graduated from 
college in Jordan where he majored 
in Management Information Systems, 
and moved to Montreux, Switzerland 

8 ALUMNI class news



Spring 2011- 49

353432

to start a postgraduate degree in 
Hotel Management at the Hotel 
Institute Montreux.

06  
Hailey Parsons, Class Agent   
haileyparsons@gmail.com 
• After leaving TASIS, Hannah Walton 
took a gap year to travel to places as far 
and different as Ghana and Tasmania. 
After the year of re-charging her 
batteries she began studying medicine 
at St. George’s Hospital in London, a 
leading teaching hospital within the 
University of London, where she is 
currently in her fourth year. 
• Hailey Parsons writes, “I didn’t get 
to do much traveling this year, except 
close to home. I took a phenomenal 
rafting trip on the Middle Fork of the 
Salmon River and lots of camping and 
visits to hot springs. Oh, and a stop 
in Hailey, Idaho. Hope all is well with 
everyone!” 32

07 Casper Fischer-Zernin is 
now working as a TASIS intern in the 
middle school. 33

08
Chingiz Aliyev, Class Agent  
morr25@gmail.com 
Consuelo Marzi, Class Agent   
conzumz@otmail.com 
• Emily Gammoh started her third 
year in medical school and she is 
doing very well in RCSI-MUB. 
• Annie Badavas will be graduating 
from Parsons The New School for 
Design in May 2011. Her goal upon 
graduation is to launch her first 
company, Oculus Entertainment, 

an eight-part media entertainment 
portal that will seek to change the 
face and future of the entertainment 
industry through key membership 
alliances, international ventures, 
strong philanthropic ties, and a deep 
penetration of both the music and 
fashion worlds. Annie’s time at TASIS 
was an inspirational factor in her 
dream to launch this company due 
to the opportunity she was given to 
enroll in such a renowned, diverse, 
and international education. Annie 
looks to take the lessons learned at 
TASIS into her new adventure to see 
where the world and this company 
can take her. She currently resides 
in New York City. Contact her at 
abadavas@gmail.com. 34 
• Edward Haschke is going to 
Boston University. He is enjoying his 
time there. 

09
Stefano Cremasco, Class Agent  
stefanodcremasco@gmail.com 
Diane Salimkhan, Class Agent  
diane.salimkhan@gmail.com

10 
Anna Shabalova, Class Agent 
chanelshoes.girl@gmail.com  
Sylvie Coll, Class Agent 
scoll1@mac.com

14 Sneha Basu is studying in 
Singapore but really misses Lugano. 
She was very happy to find that 
a fellow TASIS classmate is also 
attending the same school! She hopes 
to visit Lugano this summer with her 
family.

PE Project Europe 
Bob Horner PE ’68 is Class Agent 
for all four PE years 
bhorner30@yahoo.com

FCF Fleming College 
Florence
Marcus Liuzzi, Class Agent
marcus@crossroadsinc.com  
Stephen Gould, Class Agent
gould.sb@gmail.com
www.flemingcollegeflorence.com

Post Graduate

65 Sheila Baebel-Gaffney 
works as a physical therapist and 
travels often. She has recently been 
to Egypt and the Galapagos and had 
fabulous experiences! One daughter 
has graduated from law school. 

66 Mary Blumberg Dean 
writes, “Things just keep getting better 
and better. My second grandchild was 
born in October 2010. Ella Ray is a 
beautiful little girl loved by all, even her 
big brother Asher (age 3). My daughter 
Liz just followed up this wonder with 
a Golden Globe win for the picture 
she cast, The Kids Are All Right. 
Needless to say I am a very proud 
mom and grandmother. It was great 
to see so many PG ‘66 alums at the 
Arizona reunion.” 
• Steven Kampmann and his wife 
Judith are retired from teaching at Blair 
Academy in Blairstown, New Jersey, 
after 12 wonderful years. Steven’s 
film Buzzkill, which he wrote and 
directed, is due for release in 2011.

67Maude Glore “In April I 
became a grandmother for the first 
time to a little boy, named Charlie. 
My father (Robert Hixon Glore) would 
have loved this, as Charlie was his 
father’s name. My TASIS roommates 
and I had a reunion in Colorado 
Springs in April at the home of Leigh 
Schweppe Buettner. It was a long 
time since we all were together. 
Pictures will follow. I traveled back 
to Lugano last spring with my son 
Robert Hux ‘99 and his friend Jennie 
Gold. We loved our time there even 
though it was quite soggy! Great 
weekend around the opening of the 
theater and we spent Mother’s Day in 
Lake Como.” 
• Susan Lo Forti is now living in 
Washington State. She remembers 
fondly her days in Lugano and would 
like to get in touch with Susan 
Guyott. If anyone has any information 
about Susan’s whereabouts, please 
contact alumni@tasis.ch.

72 Lisa Markham visited the 
campus last year and was welcomed 
by many. She got to spend some time 
with Lynn Aeschliman ’63 as well as 
Yvonne Procyk who was pleased to 
show her around. Lisa’s son Charlie 
attends the University of Chicago and 
received stellar grades last year. 35 

00 Adiya Khussaiynova writes, 
“After graduation in 2000, I became a 
student of KIMEP University in Almaty-
Kazakhstan. While there, I met Ruslan 
Dyussembekov. We fell in love and 
got married in 2001 and now have 
three gorgeous children, Adikhan (9), 
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Aini (5) and Innaya (2). I hope in the 
future as they get older, we can visit 
TASIS Lugano.” 

02 Oliver Rizzi Carlson writes 
“After doing an MA in Peace Education 
at the UN-mandated University for 
Peace in Costa Rica, I’ve been involved 
in many projects and organizations, 
including the Global Alliance for 
Ministries and Departments of Peace 
(as UN Liaison and Peace Education 
Co-Chair, Interim Leadership Council); 
the Global Campaign for Peace 
Education (as Newsletter Editor); the 
Youth Team of the World Report at 
the end of the Decade for a Culture of 
Peace (2001-2010); Operation Peace 
Through Unity (OPTU) and the United 
Network of Young Peacebuilders 
(UNOY), both of which I represent at 
the UN. I’m based in Geneva and I’m 
starting my own NGO on the Culture 
of Peace this year! Life is exciting and 
inspiring, with lots of wonderful work 
ahead.” 36

04 Lea-Sophie Richter writes, 
“I started a Psychology major at 
the University of Zurich right after 
graduating from TASIS. Last November 
I got my degree. Currently I am still in 
Zurich, working as a German teacher 
for businessmen, and in March I started 
a job as a research assistant with the 
Psychology Department. Before I start 
my Postgraduate program to become 
a psychotherapist, I will go on a little 
road trip in the US this summer. I hope 
to see some people from my class. So 
if anybody’s on the East Coast in July, 
please contact me. I’m on Facebook!”

TSLP
Florian Anderhub ’88 writes, 
“I studied at the University of 
Communication Sciences in Lugano 
(1996-2000) and in June 2006 I 
founded The Ander Group, a full-
service agency based in Manno. 
Throughout the past decade I was 
given the chance to work in Zurich for 
a renowned network agency, but my 
main goal was to build a company in 
Ticino.”

Swiss Holiday
Ford Barrett SH’59 writes, “I very 
much enjoyed returning to the 
Lugano campus in September 2010 
and exploring the Palmer Center. 
The TASIS Alumni Office gave me 
the red-carpet treatment. During my 
visit, I hiked up to Montagnola on 
the path with the stunning view of 
Lake Lugano. On leaving the campus, 
I stopped at Mrs. Fleming’s grave, 
then took the funicular to the summit 
of Monte Bre overlooking the lake. 
Following lunch there, I moved on to 
Vicenza, Italy, for a week visiting villas, 
civic buildings and churches designed 
by Andrea Palladio.” 37

Alumni Parents
Tom and Linda Cross write, “This 
has been a year of transformation 
for our family. We relocated from 
Lugano back to our home in West 
Des Moines, Iowa at the end of June. 

After four years it was very hard to say 
goodbye to our friends in Lugano, but 
it was a good time for our family to 
move home. Jessica ’08 finished her 
study abroad year in Rome last April 
and lived with us in Lugano through 
June. She is in her junior year at Saint 
Mary’s. She has enjoyed being back 
on campus and being in the Notre 
Dame Band again this year. Patrick 
’10 graduated from TASIS in May and 
started his freshman year at Notre 
Dame this fall. He has made new 
friends and is adjusting to college life! 
Melissa ’14 started her freshman year 
at Dowling Catholic High School this 
fall. She is enjoying being with her 
old friends and making new ones. 
She participates in choir, debate, 
and volleyball. Katie ’15 started 8th 

Grade at Sacred Heart School. She 
also is enjoying reconnecting with 
old friends. She is playing on the 
basketball team and is a cheerleader. 
Linda and I are settling back in 
too. We all loved the experience in 
Switzerland and miss the friends we 
have there. We all grew in many ways 
over the past four years and became 
much closer as a family!” 38 
• The Zanecchia family sent a 
lovely update for the new year. 
They write, “The blessings of 2010 
included Armando’s successful 
year at Franklin College Switzerland 
and academic trips to Namibia, New 
York, and Boston. Charlotte passed 
her final exams for a Master’s in 
Education at the University of London 
while continuing to teach EAL at 
TASIS, dreaming of ESL conferences 
in Dusseldorf and studying German. 
Giovanni passed his exams for an 
ASE Certified Master Mechanic with 

the intention of opening his own 
repair and electric car shop. Alex ’02 
worked remotely here in Europe for 
a Washington, D.C.-based software 
company while starting an MBA at the 
University of London and spending 
special time with his girlfriend, Lizzy, 
who teaches at the International 
School of Trieste, Italy. Christof 
’04 started a Master’s in Business 
at the Swiss University of Lugano 
with his sights set on continuing his 
career in the music industry, and 
Milo ’08 is continuing his freelance 
photography jobs while progressing 
towards his Master’s in Geopolitics 
at the University of Edinburgh in 
Scotland. We have been blessed this 
year with good health, optimism for 
the future, and the joys of a growing 
family. We continue to appreciate 
and explore the beauty of Switzerland 
with its opportunities and unique 
challenges.” 39

Former Faculty
Tom Shepanzyk (TSLP 1990-2000; 
Economics & History 1996-1998) 
recently followed his vocation to 
become a Catholic priest and is 
serving in a Polish parish in Brooklyn, 
New York. He updated us at the 
end of August: “I am also preparing 
for the new school year, for I teach 
religion classes, church history 
class, a theology class, and a Holy 
Scripture class to children, teenagers, 
young adults, and a group of retired 
professionals who want to deepen 
their faith. This is all in addition to 
my regular priestly sacramental duties 
at our parish. So I keep busy and it 
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is just wonderful. The people and 
the kids - the vast majority of Polish 
background, but also Americans and 
even some Haitians with whom I 
speak French - are terrific and it is 
a joy to serve them in sustaining their 
Catholic faith.” 
• SueAnn Walentuk Foster (Art 
Department Chair, 1995-2003) wrote 
us in November: “I’m still teaching 
at Zurich International School where 
I have been for the past four years. 
Before that I was in Leysin for five 
years. It’s hard to believe it has almost 
been 10 years since I was in Lugano. 
Time does fly! I’ll be finishing up my 
‘institutional’ teaching this year, and 
then my husband and I are going to 
be moving into the little chalet we 
bought last winter on the mountain 
up above Montreux. It’s tiny, and it is 
a ‘hike in’ property! Lots of challenges 
in practical terms, but we love it up 
there on the edge of the cliff! I’ll 
be taking a little time off before 
launching into a private teaching 
business we will set up in that area. 
Of course, I’ll still be examining for the 
IB, and I hope to ramp that up next 
spring, in addition to doing IB teacher 
workshops for In-Thinking.” 
• Robin Groelle (College Counselor 
1980-1981) sent an update in January: 
“I remember my time at TASIS with 
great fondness. At 26 I began my 
transition to college counseling after 
three years in college admissions. I 
had never been abroad and wanted 
to travel and have the opportunity to 
be part of a community outside the 
US. TASIS was just the perfect place 
for me in 1980, and my two years 
there served as a great foundation 
for my career as a college counselor. I 

truly have found my calling and have 
since worked in day, boarding, girls, 
and co-ed settings in the Bahamas, 
Vermont, Wisconsin, Virginia, 
Tennessee, and Florida. In my free 
time I love to sail. I have a US Coast 
Guard Captain’s License and chartered 
boats (both sail and power) in the 
Virgin Islands for two years. While 
in the Caribbean I lived in St. Croix 
where I served as the Supervisor of 
Counseling and Placement for the 
University of the Virgin Islands, and as 
Director of Service Learning. This past 
summer I launched an independent 
practice in college counseling (www.
collegecounselling.com). I work with 
students from Florida as well as some 
international students through Skype. 
Since I started a Facebook page about 
a year ago, I have been in touch with 
a number of former TASIS students. It 
truly is becoming a smaller and smaller 
world - for this I’m grateful!” 
• Chris and Sasha Rehm (Computer 
teacher / English teacher, 2002-
2005) continue to live and work at 
Blue Ridge School in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. Chris coaches soccer and 
serves as Director of Residential 
Life. Sasha enjoys teaching at the 
University of Virginia while finishing 
her dissertation. Their children Caleb, 
4, and Lily, 2, keep them very busy. 
Chris caught up with some TASIS folks 
at a recent TABS conference and he 
was thrilled to hear about all of the 
progress and development. 
• The Achtau Family is doing very 
well. Julie (Music teacher, 2004-
2006) is currently at home with her 
three-year-old, Elisabeth, and Max, 
who turned 1 last November. Julie is 
actively involved with the Princeton 

choral community and the French 
Association of Princeton. Max (ESL 
teacher, 2004-2006) is still teaching 
German but finished his administrative 
degree in Educational Leadership. He 
still attends TASIS fairs and actively 
recruits for the summer programs. 40 
• DeHaven Fleming (Headmaster, 
1978-1982) and his wife Windie 
write, “In June, Windie retired 
from Pine Crest and we began a 
whirlwind summer of visiting the 
kids in Colorado, flying to Chico 
Hot Springs for Morgan and Kyle’s 
incredible Montana wedding, then to 
Europe for some awe-inspiring alpine 
hiking in Zermatt. The main reason of 
our trip, of course, was the wedding 
of Annabel Watson and Edu in an 
idyllic country chateau in France’s 
Ardeche. Our reunion with so many 
of our oldest and dearest friends was 
soul satisfying! We then celebrated 
our 45th anniversary in Paris.” 
• J. Michael Horak (ESL and History 
teacher, 1991-1997) writes, “On 
September 2, 2010, my daughter 
Jessica had her second son, Tyler 
Jackson. My wife Marta and I 
now share a total of (lucky) seven 
grandchildren. Having finished the 
translation of a German novel last 
year, I have begun work on an earlier, 
slightly longer, and more difficult 
novel by the same author, a friend 
from Munich. We both look forward 
to publication of her novel soon. This is 
just hobby work on top of teaching 40 
hours a week here in Prague. Finally, 
a local friend and I will try to build on 
the fun we had last May (singing a 
concert for Robert Schumann’s 200th 
birthday) by preparing a “Broadway 
Revival” similar to the ones I loved 

hosting at the TASIS Arts Festivals in 
the 90s. Cheers to all.” 
• David Damico (US & Lugano 
Admissions 1992-2007, Dean of 
Students 2003-2007, TFLP 1992-
1993, Director 1995-2007) and 
Melanie Matthews Damico (Science 
teacher, 2004-2007) welcomed Luca 
into their household in February 2011, 
a little brother for Samantha. David is 
Director of Admissions at Wyoming 
Seminary in Pennsylvania, and writes, 
“We have some nice similarities to 
TASIS and of course some differences. 
I am glad to be stateside but certainly 
miss TASIS and Europe.”
• After eight years of dedicated and 
outstanding service as Art Department 
Chair and IB Theory of Knowledge 
teacher, Laurence Koppe PG ‘83 is 
joining a Benedictine monastery in 
England.

In Memoriam
 
Glen Tupper ’67 passed away on July 
20, 2010 from a sudden heart attack 
in his home in Costa Rica. 



Carla Arimont ’94 featured her time at 
TASIS in a recent speech given at the Hotel 
Ritz in Madrid on March 15, 2011

First of all, I want to thank Christophe from 
Swiss Learning for inviting me to briefly 
share  my personal experience at TASIS. It 
is a great honour and I thank all of you for 
assisting. I had the pleasure (and privilege) 
of attending TASIS Switzerland for six years. 
I first arrived to Lugano at age 11 and left 
after turning 18 – uncomplicated years, 
I must admit. I arrived a baby girl with a 
somewhat infantile perspective of the 
world, and spent my teenage years there, 
with all the usual complexities – discipline, 
academics and relationships, included in the 
“difficult to manage” package – and left as 
a mature, responsible and well-educated 
individual…although my husband might 
disagree! I must emphasize the individual 
part of the equation, since I am a firm 
believer that above all, TASIS helped me 
develop my individuality.

What is so important about this 
individuality? It’s based on a few important 
points I would like to share with you.

Diversity: being aware of the different 
cultural aspects which challenge the 
world today, as we see in the news every 
day. The first day I arrived at TASIS and 
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witnessed how my roommate was praying 
– on the floor, facing Mecca – I must admit 
that from my ignorance, I was in shock. 
Beyond that first naïve astonishment, the 
cultural diversity of the School became 
inspirational and part of my learning 
experience.

Self-confidence: the ability to think 
on my own and express my opinions. 
I firmly believe that the Spanish academic 
education system (and I hope nobody is 
listening now) does not always promote 
being outspoken and feeling proud of 
your accomplishments, no matter how 
big or small these might be. Well, from 
my educational experience, I learned that 
one can excel at different things and be 
proud of them. This pride feeds itself and 
makes you better and feel more important, 
something particularly important at that 
age. Self-confidence is not about being 
cocky or arrogant; it’s about being humble, 
true to yourself and aware of your strengths 
and weaknesses.

Culture: the TASIS experience, located 
in Switzerland, in the heart of Europe, 
allows you to explore culture in great 
detail and travel to different countries 
across Europe. The language learning is 
outstanding and I had the opportunity of 
learning three additional languages while I 
attended school. The historical and artistic 
culture that surrounds TASIS is spectacular, 
and in all honestly, probably its key 
differentiation in comparison to boarding 
schools in the UK and US. The gastronomic 
culture, with a clear Italian influence, is 
another interesting aspect to point out, but 
we will leave more details on this one for 
after dinner.

All of this, combined with the sports 
activities, the academics, the friends, and 
the relationships we built are what I would 
like to highlight regarding my experience. 
In reference to the friends, I know that for 
a parent, “one doesn’t send his or her child 
all the way to Switzerland only to make 
friends”, but I think it is important to point 

out that my best friends remain, today, my 
TASIS friends. We have kept in touch, and 
we manage to cross the globe to see each 
other at times, whether at a wedding in 
Shelter Island, at the Christening of a child 
in Ischia, or for a quick catch-up while in  
Istanbul or on a business trip to the UK.

This individuality that I have described 
is what most prepared me for my later 
years at university and for my future 
professional life. Today, I am a Partner at 
Seeliger y Conde, the leading executive 
search firm in Spain, and I think that my 
learning experience at TASIS has positively 
affected my professional career. I spend all 
day interviewing top senior executives and 
identifying talent across all industries and I 
firmly believe that the growing tendency is 
to give more importance to the soft skills of 
an executive (communication, adaptability, 
self-confidence, stamina, and drive) than 
the hard skills, which nowadays are fully 
democratized and accessible to anyone with 
the will to excel. The edge of talent is on 
the interpersonal skills and the individuality 
which I have tried to explain here.

In summary and to make a long story 
short, I must admit that as a product 
of TASIS, I have had a competitive 
advantage. Or, perhaps better said, a 
competitive privilege.

Although my mother still reminisces how 
much she cried - a habit which, by the way, 
she continues to have today, every time 
she drives my brother, my sister, or me to 
an airport - I admit and am tremendously 
grateful that my parents left me in the 
best possible hands for the most critical 
years in my upbringing. I had a fantastic 
and unforgettable time at TASIS. Today, 
as a mother of three, I have actually 
thought about making TASIS my children’s 
godparent – but since the institution does 
not allow for special privileges, I am just 
going to have to settle with sending them 
to school there in a few years.

C o m p e t i t i v e  P r i v i l e g e



TASIS Summer Program (TSP), for Languages, Arts, and 
Outdoor Pursuits, based on the campus of The American School 
in Switzerland in Lugano, offers intensive language courses in 
English as an Additional Language, French, and Italian for 14- 
to 18-year-olds. The program includes artistic activities, a wide 
choice of sports, alpine activities, and weekend excursions 
in Switzerland and Italy. Four-week and three-week sessions.  
Besides language courses, the program offers courses in Digital 
Photography, Drawing and Painting Ticino, and Art History.

The Middle School Program (MSP), on the Lugano campus, 
is specifically designed for students aged 11 to 13 to study  
English as an Additional Language, French, and Theater (four-
week session only). The program provides appropriate academic 
challenges and recreational activities for this transitional age 
group within a warm and caring community. Students must 
choose special workshops to attend two afternoons a week from 
among Music and Drama, Art, and Special Sports Clubs. 

Optional intensive afternoon sports activities are offered in 
MSP and TSP. TSP students can either attend the AC Milan 
Junior Soccer Club or the Armani Junior Basketball Camp 4  
afternoons a week, while MSP students have the choice of  
joining the AC Milan Junior Soccer Club, the Tennis Academy, or 
the Armani Junior Basketball Camp, 3 afternoons a week.

Le Château des Enfants (CDE)  is a summer program of learning 
and fun for 4+ to 10-year-olds. Sharing the Lugano campus with 
TSP and MSP, but with its own separate living and dining facilities, 
the program teaches English, Italian, or French through lessons, 
games, activities, sports, and art in a close-knit, caring, family-
style community specifically tailored to younger children. Picnics, 
excursions, and camping trips are also offered. Children from 4+ 
to 6 years attend (only as day students) our Minnows program, 
with age-appropriate activities and sports. We offer four-week and 
three-week sessions.

The TASIS French Language Program (TFLP) offers an  
intense 4-week program in French for students aged 14 to 17 
in the Canton of Vaud, one of the most scenic alpine regions 
of Switzerland. In addition to language studies, students  
participate in a variety of sports and cultural trips. Students 
may choose from a selection of adventurous sports such as  
orienteering, climbing, canyoning, and rafting, all led by  
certified Swiss instructors. An optional fifth week takes a  
limited group of students to Paris where they explore the  
cultural and historical riches of the city.

The Château-d’Oex Middle School Program (CDMSP)  
offers students aged 11-13 the opportunity to improve their 
English or French skills in the beautiful alpine setting of Pays 

d’Enhaut. Along with language study, students participate in 
mountain sports and cultural excursions to the medieval castle of 
Gruyère, a workshop at the Olympic Museum of Lausanne, and an 
outing to explore the traditional cheese-making process.

The TASIS England Summer School (TESS, ages 11–18), 
located on the TASIS 35-acre campus 18 miles from London, 
offers 6-week courses in English Literature, Algebra I/II,  
Geometry, and Pre-Calculus. Other programs include:  
ShakespeareXperience, Theatre in London, Lights, Camera, 
Action, Movie Animation, IB Prep classes, SAT Review, TOEFL 
Review, London through a Lens, Art in London, Reading for Success, 
Writing Enhancement, and Middle School Skills. 

The TASIS English Language Program (TELP, ages 11–18) runs 
concurrently and offers two 3-week sessions, or one 6-week 
session of intensive English-language courses at beginning,  
intermediate, and advanced levels.    

Both programs include a wide variety of sports and activities, 
which take place every afternoon. There are weekend trips 
and excursions to places of interest throughout Great Britain,  
including Windsor, Oxford, Edinburgh, and Bath, as well as  
central London. The programs end with a riverboat cruise and 
disco along the Thames with the historic buildings of London 
floodlit in the background.  Optional travel to Paris, Bruges, and 
Alton Towers is also offered. 

The TASIS Spanish Summer Program (TSSP, ages 14–17) is 
an intensive 4-week program for High School students and the 
TASIS Spanish Middle School Program (TSMSP, ages 11–13) is  
an intensive 3-week course for Middle School students. The  
programs are located in the beautiful city of Salamanca, center of the 
historic Kingdom of Castile and home of one of Europe’s oldest  
universities. Six levels of Spanish are offered, from beginning to 
advanced, and all classes have a small student/teacher ratio. 
The program includes frequent travel to Madrid, Toledo, Granada, 
and visits to the Alhambra Palace. During the final week  
students and teachers from the High School Program relocate to 
the sunny Costa del Sol. Students in the Middle School Program 
return home.

Les Tapies Arts and Archiecture Program (LTAAP, ages 14–
19) offers an intensive 3-week design and cultural experience 
through a hands-on study of French vernacular architecture and 
the functional/aesthetic relationship it shares with the landscape. 
The program is designed for mature students who have a strong 
interest in the arts or design. Les Tapies’ ideal location just north 
of Provence provides extensive opportunities for excursions 
which draw on the cultural richness of this fascinating area.  
Students may also complete an IB portfolio.

TASIS Summer Programs
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