
Dr. Michael 
Aeschliman has 
been associated with 
TASIS since 1971, 
serving in many 
capacities, including 
his current roles as 
TASIS Foundation 
Board member and 
Curriculum Advisor. 
Since 1979, he has 
been regularly 

publishing both scholarly writing and literary 
journalism. So far in 2012, he has published a dozen 
items, including essays, reviews, and book chapters, 
along with an important new edition of Charles 
Dickens’s great novel on the French Revolution, A 
Tale of Two Cities. 

Dr. Aeschliman has loved Dickens since he can first 
remember reading books. As a practicing literary 
critic who sees himself as an essayist, Dr. Aeschliman 
produced the new edition of A Tale of Two Cities 
in a series, supervised by the distinguished literary 
biographer Joseph Pearce. For Dr. Aeschliman’s 
edition, he commissioned and edited several new 
essays on the novel, wrote the introductory essay, 
and annotated the text. “Dickens is the greatest and 
most popular English novelist,” he says, “and I was 
blessed to be able to study him and his background 
with Trilling, Marcus, and Rosenberg, three of the 
finest literary scholars of the last 75 years: Trilling 
a distinguished essayist and novelist and author 
of one of the finest essays on Dickens (on Little 
Dorrit); Marcus the author of one of the best books 
on Dickens; and Rosenberg the author of a fine 
book on the historian-writer Carlyle, Dickens’s great 

inspiration for A Tale of Two Cities, and the most 
recent editor of Carlyle’s great 1837 history The 
French Revolution (NY: Modern Library, 2002).” 

The October 15, 2012 issue of National Review, for 
which Dr. Aeschliman writes regularly, contains his 
related essay commemorating the 200th anniversary 
of Dickens’s birth, “Dickens at 200.” He will also be 
interviewed about Dickens and his new book on an 
upcoming podcast.

Dr. Aeschliman took his B.A., M.A., M.Phil., and 
Ph.D. degrees in English and Comparative Literature 
at Columbia University, where he studied with 
several eminent literary scholars and critics. Though 
his special area of interest was the relations between 
science and literature in 17th- and 18th-century 
England and France, he also studied 19th-century 
English literature, Romantic, and Victorian, with 
Trilling, Rosenberg, and Marcus, who also served as 
inspirations for his Dickens edition.  

Along with a prolific writing career, Dr. Aeschliman 
has a passion for teaching, and Dickens’s works 
have been a mainstay in his curriculum for over 40 
years. His first teaching assignment was in a poverty-
area rural high school on the Canadian border of 
Vermont in 1970. Dickens’s Great Expectations was 
one of the books he taught. Throughout the years, 
Dr. Aeschliman has taught twice at TASIS and at 
some of the world’s finest universities, including 
Columbia (NY), the University of Virginia, the 
Universite’ Populaire de Lausanne (Switzerland), 
and the Catholic University of Milan, as well as for 
14 years at Boston University and simultaneously at 
the University of Italian Switzerland. He concluded 
his American teaching career at Boston University 
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Dr. Aeschliman’s first book, The Restitution of 
Man: C.S. Lewis and the Case Against Scientism, 
was published in 1983 and then in a new edition 
in 1998 (W.B. Eerdmans Co.), and he hopes for 
a new edition in 2013, the 50th anniversary of 
Lewis’s death. Lewis is one of the best-selling 
authors in English in the 20th century, with over 
200 million copies of his books sold, not only 
in English but in several other languages too. 
Two of Dr. Aeschliman’s previously published 
essays on him have just been re-published in The 
Magician’s Twin: C.S. Lewis on Science, Scientism, 
and Society, ed. John G. West (Seattle: Discovery 
Institute Press, 2012), one for the third time. 
Other essays of his have appeared or will appear 
this year in Modern Age (USA), Crisis (USA), 
National Review (NY), and Essays in Criticism 
(Oxford). He has also written for Harper’s (NY), 
The Tablet (London), First Things (NY), The 
Weekly Standard (Washington, DC), The Journal 
of Education (Boston), and the now-defunct but 
once-famous literary journal Partisan Review 
(NY). He has also published in French and Italian.

in the autumn of 2011, teaching a course in the 
M.Ed. program to high-school English teachers on 
classics of Anglo-American fiction. One of the novels 
he taught was, again, Dickens’s Great Expectations. 
Having just retired as Professor of Education at 
Boston University and being elected Emeritus 
Professor there, he continues to teach Anglophone 
Culture at the University of Italian Switzerland in 
Lugano.

For more information: http://www.ignatius.com/
promotions/ignatiuscriticaleditions/dickens-tale-
two-cities.htm


